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WHAT IS A SERMON, ANYWAY? 

 

 Sinner/saint.  Because we inherited sin by Adam and 
Eve’s actions in the garden, we suffer death.  However, 
because death once separated us from God, Christ 
“undid” sin’s sting of death through His resurrection (In 
other words, He beat death).  Now, we all can enjoy a 
resurrection after we die and we can live eternally with 
God.  We still sin daily (sinner), but now we are 
redeemed in Christ (saints). 

 

 Faith/works.  Because of Christ’s actions on the cross, 
we have do not have to “do” anything to earn merit with 
God.  Our salvation fully depends on God and not even 
one little bit on us (we are not that reliable!).  However, 
because we believe in God (or have faith in God), we 
are compelled for works—we serve, we worship, we 
love, we volunteer, we work—for God’s glory in 
appreciation.  However, none of these works means that 
we are earning our ticket to heaven.  That has already 
been done through Christ. 

These tensions reveal our human condition of sin, and our 
need to be dependent on God.  Finally, and most 
importantly, is the presence of Christ.  Christ speaks 
God’s word in the inadequate and frail words of the 
sermon.   
 

It would be conceded to think that I “hit the ball out of the 
park” with every sermon—yes, sometimes I have had a 
rough week, or sometimes my thoughts derailed the 
meaning of the text.  Sometimes the text is just difficult (try 
preaching on the beheading of John the Baptist, for 
instance). Even in those difficult sermons, there is grace.  I 
have often walked away disappointed, but am quickly 
reminded that God is present not because the sermon is 
good, rather God is good.  However, as sweet as that 
sounds, boring sermons and sermons that have missed 
the Gospel mark, may be difficult to sit through.  
Technology can help with that, too (the “clap of thunder” 
and “pew buzzers” come standard): 

We are a medium tech church…for the most part.  We 
have microphones (three types), a projector, a screen, and 
an amplification system.  We can even record sermons 
and put them on our website (cheap plug, especially with 
summer vacations coming up: go to our website 
www.holycommunionfallston.org and click on “Miss 
Something” on the left hand side).  All of these 
technological additions have improved worship in some 
way. 
 

One aspect of worship remains the same: the sermon…
more specifically, the LUTHERAN sermon.  It is a blessing 
to be able to preach and, an even greater blessing when a 
sermon is heard and elicits a reaction to stir our hearts.  
So what is a sermon?  Sounds like a silly question, really, 
but it might be harder than you think to define.  How do 
you know a sermon is a sermon? Rather than to attempt a 
dictionary-like definition, it might be helpful to answer the 
question by focusing on the event of preaching.  I say the 
“event,” because through the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
sermon spreads the message that we most desperately 
and urgently needs to hearabout God’s redemptive love 
through Jesus Christ. 
 

In the event of preaching, there needs to be a 
congregation, or an assembly of people.  The 
congregation both assembles and goes forth, for we are 
both drawn to the Word and we carry the Word into the 
world.  The congregation, then, has an active role and 
responsibility in the preaching event…so often we turn into 
passive listeners rather than bearers of the Good News.  
Next, surely, is the preacher, who is a member of the 
congregation.  A lay person (non-clergy) can preach, and 
(regardless of who is preaching) they must first begin with 
the sermon.  After studying the text—a process called 
exegesis—praying, and discerning how the text is 
speaking to the congregation, the preacher will either 
make notes or a full written manuscript—however, neither 
notes nor manuscript is the sermon, for the sermon itself is 
an event of speaking and hearing, performed by the 
preacher in Christ’s name (yes, a sermon is considered a 
performing art).  The sermon, itself, is often filled with 
tensions, that is, two dichotomies that appear to be in 
opposition, yet work fully in tandem with each other.  The 
Lutheran biggies are: 

 Law and gospel: The laws of God, such as the Ten 
Commandments, demand our obedience to God.  Yet, in 
that obedience, we realize that we always come up short 
(this is sin).  The law accuses, condemns, and punishes.  
Therefore, makes us realize the need for the gospel, 
which comforts, strengthens, forgives, and liberates.  
Through Christ we receive the Gospel. 



Our goal is to “Reach out and share Christ’s love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship 
and support to each other through social events.  Please 
join us!  Invite your friends! Our 2013 schedule and sign 
up sheets for upcoming events are posted on the senior’s 
bulletin board in the hallway.  Please read the Sunday 
bulletins and Bread and Wine for any changes to the 
schedule below. 
 
 

SCHEDULE FOR 2013 

WATCH FOR DETAILS CONCERNING 

FOLLOWING EVENTS 
 

July 9 - Tuesday  - 11am 
Tidewater Restaurant in Havre de Grace 
Speaker:  Richard Sherrill 
Subject:   Havre de Grace and the War of 1812 
Lunch to follow 
 

August 13 - Tuesday 

Friendly Farm 
 

September 10 - Tuesday 

Crab Feast 
 

October 7 - Monday 

Hart-Miller Island Tour 
 

November 
 

December 

Christmas Program - Trinity Assembly of God Church - 

Lutherville 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 

interested contact: Nancy Campbell-410-836-7688; 

Frances Gosnell-410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings-410-

893-7590; Pat Kellermann-410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe-410

-679-8655 

BIRTHDAYS in JULY LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 

Thank you to the congregation for your support of the 
Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. We will be 
collecting again on Sunday, June 2. 

 
Please save your old sheets, towels, small blankets, and 

rugs.  They always need money for vet bills and 
can use cat food (wet and dry), no dog food. 
 
Every three months, on the first Sunday of the month in 
March, June, September and December there will be a 
collection for the shelter.  So start putting your old sheets, 

blankets and towels in a bag or box and bring them to church on 
the first Sunday of March, June, September & December 
 

2013 - March 3, June 2, September 1, December 1 
 

Thank you in advance for all the help you give to our sheltered 
animals friends. 

Fallston Animal Rescue Shelter 

07-01 – Carol Miller 

07-02 – Matthew Shaffer 

07-03 - Emma Shook 

07-04 – Gloria Tegeler 

07-05 – Lisa Wolf 

07-08– Delaney Wiener 

07-09 - Irene Waller 

07-11 – James Eyler 

07-13 – Timothy Smith 

07-15 - Brian Haack 

07-15 – Hannah Merrifield 

07-16 - Michelle Edsall 

07-16 – Chris Shook 

07-18 - Melva Sullens 

07-18 – Hayden Bark 

07-19 – Doug Hiob 

07-20 – Elaine Smith 

07-21 - Katie Schissler 

07-21 – Sadie Perkins 

07-21 – Cassie Gobah 

07-22 - Bill O'Connor 

07-24 – Mary Kruelle 

07-25 – Beth Reed 

07-27 - Haleigh Wiener 

07-28 – Ellen Priebe 

07-28 – Ethan Taylor 

07-29 - Gina Plott 

07-30 – Gloria Bennett 

07-31 – Tyler Smith 

07-31 - Joey Peterson 

07-31 – Carol Miller 

07-31 – Frank Deem, Jr. 

07-31 – Pat Sadler 

HELPING THE ANIMALS 

It's that time of year again - time for some 
great Ironbirds baseball!  
 
 

Holy Communion has purchased a block 
of 25 tickets for the Saturday, August 3 

game at Ripken Stadium. The game time is 7:05pm 
and there is a fireworks display that night too! 
 

Price will be $11. Please contact Bob Hood 
(hoodrm@comcast.net) for more information or to 
purchase tickets.  

COME TO THE BASEBALL GAME 

 

08-03 – Pat Walton 

08-04 – Zachery Huber 

08-04 - Chuck Moore 

08-04 – Mackenzie Tacka 

08-05 - Lindsey Plott-Edwards 

08-06 – Amy McCombs 

08-08 - Brian Myers 

08-09 – Janet Warren 

08-10 - Stephen Haack 

08-10 - Carl Henderson 

08-11 – Stephen Greene 

08-13 – Gladys Merrifield 

08-14 – Jim Cross 

08-16 - Sharon Kampes 

08-19 – Michael Fleming 

08-19 - Karl Gaines 

08-20 – Donald Rice 

08-21 – Larry Strausser 

08-21 – Abigail Huber 

08-22 – Luann Horn 

08-24 - Katie Flohr 

08-24 - Paul Gray 

08-26 – Pat Doering 

08-26 – George Smith 

08-28 - Linda Myers 

08-28 - Sue Sojka 

08-28 – Lisa Caughey 

08-30 – Richard Webster 

BIRTHDAYS in AUGUST 
 



According to the extended forecast, we might get some 
sunshine after all, so we need to think about protection 
from the harmful sun rays. 
 
Apply a sunscreen every morning to all exposed areas. 
Choose a product that protects against both UVB and 
UVA rays. Apply at least 30 minutes before going 
outside for the best protection. Use at least SPF 30 on 
your face and SPF 15 on the rest of the body. People 
who burn easily or who are prone to skin cancer SPF 
50 should be used. Reapply sunscreen every 2 hours 

or after being in the water. Do not use sunscreen on children 
younger than 6 months without consulting their pediatrician. 
 

Everyone, including children should wear a wide 
brimmed hat and clothing that cover exposed areas. 
Sunglasses are important to protect the eyes. 
 
Of course, the best sun protection is to 

minimize exposure. Stay indoors if possible between 
11 am and 4 pm. Avoid reflective areas such as 
concrete, areas that are painted white and being 
close to the water. Avoidance is not always practical 
in the summer months, so be sensible and use protection. 
 

Source: Medlineplus.gov  

SUN SAFETY 

After many years of tireless service, Bill 
O’Connor has retired as church cleaning 
coordinator. Denise Merrifield has stepped 
up to take his place.  Thanks Denise! 
 
Please let Denise know if you are willing to 

step up to clean the church, maybe once or twice a 
year. Call (410-803-8623) or email Denise 
hannahsmother@hotmail.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

On Sunday, June 2 teachers and students were recognized. 

Teachers were given a gift of thanks and Students got a 

certificate and year pin. Below is the insert from that 

Sunday. 

 

The teachers are a special group of church 

members who give their time and talents to 

the children and youth of this 

congregation. The students attend Sunday 

School in ordered to learn more about 

their Lutheran religion. 

 

TEACHERS 

Sunday School Coordinator – Theresa Perkins 

Cradle Roll - Thelma Maisenholder 

Nursery – Elaine McClean, Katie Schissler 

Kindergarten – Linda Miller 

1st and 2nd grades – Mae Corbin and Lee Lefkowitz 

3rd & 4th grades – Debbie Kisner, Carole Beranek 

5th & 6th grades - Beth Reed 

First Communion - Pastor John Burk, Chasity Wiener 

Confirmation – Pastor John Burk, Chasity Wiener 

Bible Study - Mary Kruelle 

 

STUDENTS REECIVING PINS 

1st year – Kyle Giordano, Cassandra Gobah, 

Wyndell Gobah, Vanessa Perkins, Ally Schromsky, 

Natalie Schromsky, Katelyn Shipp, Ethan Smith, 

Kyle Smith, Ethan Taylor, Travis Tudor 

2nd year - Frankie Deems, Shannon Dominick, Katie 

McCombs, Katelyn Rudolph 

3rd year – Ethan Boeren, Rachel Boeren, Emma Burke, 

Amber Deems, Julie Dominick, Amanda Dorsey, Sara Dorsey, 

Gordon  Lefkowitz, Lars Lefkowitz, Grace Pennington, Mason 

Pennington, Charlie Rudolph, Emma Shook, Austin Steg, 

Caelyn Sullivan, Noah Thanner, Breanna Vocke 

4th year - Dylan Snyder, Emma Snyder, Haleigh Wiener 

5th year - Abigail Reed 

6th year - Katie Airey, Sadie Perkins 

8th year - Nathan Reed, Matthew Shaffer 

10th year – Christopher Lottes 

 

“Congratulations and Thank You” to the teachers and 

students, be proud of all your accomplishments. 

 
I would like to thank everyone who helped and came to 
celebrate the end of the year on Sunday, June 2. Despite the 
rain it was a lot of fun playing in the moon bounce and having 
toilet paper races in the hall. 
 
I wish everyone a safe and happy summer. Look for information 
about the 2013-14 Sunday School year in the bulletin. 

 
-Theresa Perkins, Sunday School Coordinator 

FIRST COMMUNION 

On Sunday, June 16. 

MASON and GRACE PENNINGTON 

Received their First Holy 

Communion.CONGRATULATIONS to 

them  

NEXT STEWARDSHIP MEETING 

is scheduled for September 10, 
8:15pm. 



HCLC is hosting THE SHARING 
TABLE, a local food shelter in 
Edgewood. We need volunteers to 
make casseroles (the recipe will be 
provided to you, so no need to plan!), as 
well as to set-up, serve, and clean-up 
from 10am-2pm, Saturday, June 29. 

The Sharing Table is located at Prince of Peace Church in 
Edgewood, MD.  For most of the guests of The Sharing Table, 
they really depend on the hot meals and fellowship that 
volunteers provide. Please consider donating your most 
valuable asset: your time! This is a great service opportunity 
for all ages!  Sign up sheet will be passed in worship and via 
email.  If you have any questions, please contact Chasity at 
chaswiener@verizon.net or (443 876.9084). 

SHARING TABLE 

The early Christians would gather in homes 
for fellowship, worship, and discipleship. 
"They devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers" (Acts 2: 42). 
 

These Christians would share food with each other in what 
was called it an "Agape meal." Agape is a unique word that 
means "God's love." This is the type of love we can never 
accomplish on our own. Agape is the type of love that is 
inspired and enabled by God. Agape means the hand of God 
reaches down and gives us a heavenly assist. God's love 
raises us up to share a special fellowship beyond our human 
limitations. 
 

The early Christians demonstrated this type of love when they 
gathered together. Many new converts were attracted to the 
church because of the genuine care and compassion they 
witnessed. These Christians modeled their lives by the 
example set by Jesus. Characteristics of biblical fellowship 
include: 

 

1. Sharing our true feelings (authenticity). Romans 12:9 
2. Encouraging each other (mutuality). Galatians 5: 22-26 
3. Supporting each other (sympathy). Galatians 6: 1-2 
4. Forgiving each other (mercy). Ephesians 4: 31-32 
5. Speaking truth in love (honesty). Ephesians 4:15 
6. Admitting our weaknesses (humility). Romans 12:16 
7. Respecting our differences (courtesy). Romans 12:10 
8. Allowing no gossiping (confidentiality). Ephesians 4: 31-32 
9. Making the group a priority (frequency). Colossians 3: 16-17 
10. Sharing God's good news with each other (faith). 
       Ephesians 5: 19-20 
 

"Gentlemen" and "Gentlewomen" are old English words, which 
originally meant those who practiced Christian hospitality. A 
gentleperson was an individual who considers other people's 
needs first. Gentle people openly shared the love of Christ. 
 

Later the word deteriorated to mean those who had fame, 
fortune, or possessions. The world is filled with people who 
pride themselves on their independence, self-sufficiency, and 
ignore the needs of others. Christians are called to rise above 
self-centered concerns. Christ taught that the most important 
things in life are shared with others. We only need the love of 
Christ in our hearts to be God's gentleperson. 
 

Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of each other. Help us ever to 
appreciate and care for all of your children. Amen. 
 

-Rev. Robert Driver-Bishop, pastor of 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Frederick 

LEADERS HELP ONE ANOTHER 

H a v e  y o u  h a d  y o u r 
mammogram this year?  Breast 
cancer is the second most 
common cancer in women, 
exceeded by lung cancer.  It is 
estimated that there will be 
greater than 200,000 new 
cases of invasive breast cancer 
and 60, 000 cases of in situ 
breast cancer this year.  Early 
detection is the key to survival 

and life sustaining outcomes. 
 
Breast cancer is caused by the growth and division of 
abnormal cells.  This begins in the milk ducts of the breast.  
50-75% of all breast cancers are in the ducts and 10-15% 
in the lobules. Invasive breast cancer occurs when the 
abnormal cells break into the breast tissue allowing the 
disease to spread (metastasis). Non-invasive breast cancer 
occurs when the abnormal cells remain within the milk 
ducts (Ductal Carcinoma In situ or DCIS). 
 
The actual cause of breast cancer is unknown but research 
has linked certain risk factors to the disease:  Age (highest 
risk in women over 70), inherited genetic mutations 
(responsible for only 5-10%), family history of breast, 
ovarian or prostate cancer, increased breast density on 
mammogram, hormone therapy, race (highest incidence in 
Caucasian females), and early menses (occurring prior to 
age 12). 
 
All females at the onset of puberty should begin and 
continue monthly breast exams, any changes should be 
discussed with a physician immediately.  Women in their 20 
and 30s should have a clinical breast exam every three 
years and women 40 and older every year. It is 
recommended that the first screening mammogram occurs 
at age 40.  Additional testing maybe suggested by your 
physician if necessary. 
 
If breast cancer is suspected the patient will be required to 
have a biopsy.  The treatment options are based on the 
biopsy and staging of the cancer.  Breast cancer is treated 
surgically with a mastectomy or lumpectomy. Further 
treatment may include radiation and chemotherapy. 
 
For more complete information see www.cancer.org and 
ww5.komen.org. 
 

With blessings, Barb Huber RN, FCHN 

BREAST CANCER 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 



What was recycled in 2012 and how much 
we were paid for recycling paper. 

Month Tons Total 

January 2.28 $11.39 

February  2.19 10.93 

March  1.89 9.47 

April  1.61 8.06 

May  1.83 9.14 

June    

July    

August    

September    

October    

November    

December   

Total 9.80 $48.99 

 

2012 28.31 $141.53 

ABITIBI PAPER RETRIEVER 

Keep those old papers, 
ca ta logs,  books and 
magazines coming! 
 
No corrugated cardboard. 
 
Corrugated cardboard is the 
stuff with the wavy insides 
 
Pasteboard is what’s used in 
cereal boxes and poster 
board 
 
No plastic. 
 
Invite your neighbors to use 
our bins. Every little bit helps 
us and also saves the 
environment. 



 

SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements should be in the office 
 

By   T u e s d a y   m o r n I n g s   9:30am 
 

NEWLETTER ARTICLES should be in the office by the 
 

                 2
nd

    S U N D A Y    O F    T H E    M O N T H. 

 

REGULAR SUNDAY BULLETINS FOR 2013 

WEEKLY SIGN UP SHEETS FOR SUNDAY BULLETIN SPONSORS 

for 2013 are on the bulletin board.  If you signed up, the cost is $10.  You 

can put your donation in the offering plate any Sunday.  Put on your check 

or envelope that your donation is for a  S u n d a y   B u l l e t i n  
and the  w e e k  you sponsored. 

NEWSLETTER SIGN UP SHEET FOR SPONSORS for 2013 is on 

the bulletin board.  If you signed up, the cost is $45. You can put your 

donation in the offering plate any Sunday.  Put on your check or envelope 

that your donation is for the n e w s l e t t e r  and what m o n t h  

you sponsored. 

CHILDREN’S BULLETIN SIGN UP SHEET FOR SPONSORS for 2013 is on the 

bulletin board.  If you signed up, the cost is $10. You can put your donation in the 

offering plate any Sunday.  Put on your check or envelope that your donation is for 

C h i l d r e n ’s  B u l l e t i n s  and what m o n t h you sponsored.  

BREAD & WINE NEWSLETTER SPONSORS FOR 2013 

CHILDREN’S BULLETIN SPONSORS FOR 2013 

D  E  A  D  L  I  N  E  S 



B U L L E T I N   B O A R D 
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 JULY  2013 

 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 

 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

is a growing community 
  of faith that exists to provide 
the Fallston Community with 
     a variety of opportunities 
for spiritual development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 

 

Come and be part of our Christian worship 

 

 
 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
Fallston, Maryland 21047 
443-299-6134 
holycommunionlc@comcast.net 
holycommunionfallston.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services 

8:30am – Traditional Service       10:15am - Contemporary Service 

10:15am – Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 

Bread & Wine newsletters for 2013 
Jan - Ellen Priebe July - NEED A SPONSOR 
Feb - Hilary Fall Aug - NO NEWSLETTER 
Mar - Jeff & Elaine McClean Sep - Larry & Lynne Strausser 
Apr - Nancy Campbell Oct - Myers’ Family 
May - Bud/Carolyn Ruth Nov - Eckels Family 
Jun - Arlene/Fred Hildebrandt Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 
 

******************************************************** 
Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2
nd

  Sunday of the month 
 

 Sun, No Aug newsletter Sun, Dec 8 
 Sun, Aug 11 Sun, Jan 12, 2014 
 Sun, Sep 8 Sun, Feb 9 
 Sun, Oct 13 Sun, Mar 9 
 Sun, Nov 10 Sun, Apr 13 

Please notify the church by phone or 
email, if you have a name change, 
address change, telephone 
number change or an email 

address change. 


