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ARE YOU A GOOD STEWARD OF OUR EARTH? 

 
As Christian people, we deplore this degradation 
of the environment. When God put us in Eden’s 
Garden our role was to be caretaker or steward. 
We were to eat and to take our living from the 
garden, but we were also to nurture and protect its 
contents and creatures because we live in 
symbiotic system of mutual dependency. The word 
“Adam” in Hebrew is related to the word “earth”. 
He is “earthman” made of the dust (by “dust” the 
Bible means the soil beneath our feet. The 
constitutive elements of matter that all life is made 
from). I am vividly reminded of this every Ash 
Wednesday and at every graveside service when I 
say “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust”. There is no 
getting around it; we are a part of the earth and 
wedded to the earth’s fate. It matters a great deal 
how we steward the earth. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I bring an awful lot of 
plastic into my home. It comes in the form of 
plastic bags, containers for meat and cheese, 
bottles of soft drink, even milk. The average family 
in Maryland uses between 500 and 1,000 plastic 
bags per year. (If you don’t believe this statistic, 
simply count for one week). In neighboring D.C. 
they charge 10 cents a bag to encourage people to 
carry re-usable bags with them. Most of these 
plastic bags are not biodegradable and end up in 
land fill. Debbie and I carry a large re-usable 
grocery bag in the front seat of our cars as a 
reminder now. My sister who lives in Oregon can’t 
even find a plastic bag anymore. 500 plastic bags 
takes up a lot of space. If all 200,000 Harford 
Countians stopped using plastic bags, imagine 
how much land would be preserved. 
 
May you hear these words and act on them. Each 
of us is called by God to be responsible stewards 
of the treasures we are given. It actually takes 
surprisingly little effort—and we all benefit from it. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor John 

How manifold are your works, O Lord 
In wisdom you have made them all; 
The earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 

With its swarms too many to number,  
Living things both great and small. Psalm 104 

 

A few years ago during one of our Lenten suppers, 
we had a master gardener from the Chesapeake 
Bay foundation come and speak about 
stewardship of the bay. We all live “upstream” from 
the Chesapeake and all the fertilizers, pesticides 
and other chemical “additives’ we use on our 
lawns end up in the Chesapeake. Wendell Berry, a 
theologian and writer from Kentucky once wrote, 
“Do unto those downsteam what you would have 
those upstream do unto you”.  His presentation 
really changed my behavior. I don’t use as much 
fertilizer anymore. I try to dig out my dandelions. 
 
The speaker had a slide on his powerpoint of the 
Pacific Trash Vortex. In the vast Pacific Ocean 
there are currents which move the enormous 
volumes of water. At several places these currents 
converge and create areas of stable water where 
there is little motion. In these “vortexes”, plastic 
from all kinds of sources collects. Plastic is an 
inert, human-made substance that does not bio-
degrade. In the past 40 years we have created 
billons of tons of plastic bottles, bags and other 
“disposable” containers which float easily 
downstream, into bays and then into the open 
ocean. (Go to the internet “Great Pacific garbage 
patch” for more details). 
 
Billions of people use billions and billons of plastic 
bottles and bags. In the open ocean, friction, heat 
and other forces do break these bottles down into 
small particles. But because they are inert, they 
don’t dissolve or degrade. Now they are ending up 
in fish who ingest them, and in us when we eat the 
fish. All of our oceans now contain these garbage 
vortexes.  



Our goal is to “Reach out and share Christ’s love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship 
and support to each other through social events.  Please 
join us!  Invite your friends! Our 2013 schedule and sign 
up sheets for upcoming events are posted on the senior’s 
bulletin board in the hallway.  Please read the Sunday 
bulletins and Bread and Wine for any changes to the 
schedule below. 
 

SCHEDULE FOR 2013 

WATCH FOR DETAILS CONCERNING 

FOLLOWING EVENTS 
 

September 10 - Tuesday—12 noon at church 
Crab Feast--crab soup, hot dogs and soda provided 
Please bring salad or dessert 
Cost of crabs to be determined 
 

October 7 - Monday 
Hart-Miller Island Tour 
Carpool from church 7:30 a.m. 
See special instructions posted on Lovin’ Life bulletin 
board 
 

November 
 

December 
Christmas Program - Trinity Assembly of God Church - 
Lutherville 
Ticket Price approximately $20 per person (tickets to be 
ordered in October) 
 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 

interested contact: Nancy Campbell-410-836-7688; 

Frances Gosnell-410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings-410-

893-7590; Pat Kellermann-410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe-410

-679-8655 

BIRTHDAYS in SEPTEMBER 
LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 

Thank you to the congregation for your support of the 
Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. We will be collecting 
again on Sunday, December 1, 2013. 
 

Please save your old sheets, towels, small blankets, and 
rugs.  They always need money for vet bills and can use 
cat food (wet and dry), no dog food. 

 
Every three months, on the first Sunday of the 
month in March, June, September and December there 
will be a collection for the shelter.  So start putting your old 
sheets, blankets and towels in a bag or box and bring them 
to church on the first Sunday of March, June, September 

& December 
 

2014 - March 2, June 1, September 7, December 7 
 

Thank you in advance for all the help you give to our sheltered 
animals friends. 

Fallston Animal Rescue Shelter 

09-01 - Larry Brant 

09-01 – Gordon Lefkowitz 

09-02 – Emma Mae Corbin 

09-04 – Julia Dominick 

09-05 – Gilda Scandiffio 

09-06 – Claire Beck 

09-07 - Erin Hoffmann 

09-07 – Zalia Plott-Edwards 

09-09 - Zulma Brant 

09-11 - Elaine McClean 

09-12 – Shannon Dominick 

09-14 – Jim Williams 

09-15 - Tracey Bagwell 

09-15 – Joan Giordano 

09-15 – William Price 

09-16 – Evelyn Schmidt 

09-16 – Bob Hood 

09-17 – Stephen Eckels 

09-18 - Joan Cole 

09-21 - Heather Henderson 

09-22 – Greg Sulin 

09-22 - Jackie Henderson 

09-23 – Geraldine Price 

09-25 – Emmalee Corbin 

09-25 – Frances Gosnell 

09-26 - Jeffrey McClean 

09-26 - Shirley Smith 

09-27 – Louise Anderson 

09-29 - Daniel Jenkins 

09-29 – Kimberly Shaffer 

09-29 - Ron Peterson 

HELPING THE ANIMALS 

Ask for God's guidance as you read these 
verses from Scripture 

 
O my soul, bless God, 

don't forget a single blessing! 

He forgives your sins - every one. 

He heals your diseases - every one. 

He redeems you from hell - saves your life! 

He crowns you with love and mercy - a 

paradise crown. 

He wraps you in goodness - beauty eternal. 

He renews your youth - you're always young 

in his presence. 

(Psalm 103:2-5, The Message) 
 

Read it again for understanding. 
 

Now, believe it, and,  
Live your life accordingly with joy. 

A SCRIPTURAL GEM  

HCLC Fall Extravaganza will be held on 

Saturday, September 28, 10am – 3pm. 

There will be food, fun, games and more, 

but to be a success for 

our Fallston neighbors, we will need 

your help, please see Adrienne 

Smith, Jan Warren or Penny Sadler-

Vocke for more details and to 

COMMUNITY FALL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 



TANZANIA 
PRESENTATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL was held the week of 

June 24-28 and great fun and learning was had by all 

who attended.  Thanks so much to the teachers: Vicar 

Chasity Wiener, Gina Plott, Margaret Frieman, Eva 

Pennington, Kelly Bark Theresa Perkins, helpers: Dana 

Lares, Bill O’Connor, Dave Warren, Frank Shedleski, 

Kimberly Deems, Rev Moses Gobah, Dave Frieman, 

Emily Lottes, Rachel Edsall and especially the 34 

students PreK: Frankie Deems, Ben Hess, Kyle 

Giordano, Vanessa Perkins, Reilly Miskelly, Noah 

McFarland, Kindergarten: Ethan & Rachel Boeren, 

Amber Deems, Emma Shook, Maggie Wells, Sara 

Dorsey, Gabriel Lares, Ethan McFarland, Grades 1 & 2: 

Travis Tudor, Cassandra Gobah, Amanda Dorsey, 

Grace Pennington, Abigail Reed, Noah Bark, Grade 3: 

Sadie Perkins, Haleigh Wiener, Nathan Smith, Emma 

Snyder, Mackenzie Pellerin, Emily Paslicle, Olivia 

Rielsche, Grades 4, 5, 6: Wyndell Gobah, Brianna 

Smith, Dylan Snyder, Caelyn Sullivan, Anna Strikovski, 

Mason Pennington, Christopher Guercio who came and 

celebrated our Circus Fun in VBS. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume on Sunday, 
September 8, 2013, 10:15am 

-Theresa Perkins, Sunday School Coordinator 

Bunda District Hospital has 
been fortunate in having the 
support of the Maryland/
Delaware Synod for several 
years. In 2009 I traveled to 
this northeastern Tanzanian 
town to assess the hospital's 
needs and meet its staff, 

headed by Sarah Ringo, administrator. As a result of 
that assessment, the hospital received a 40-foot 
container of donated equipment and new supplies 
from Project C.U.R.E., a U.S.-based non-profit 
organization, through the generous support of the 
Synod and by the efforts of Kathi Parris. The hospital's 
needs also included important things Project C.U.R.E. 
could not supply: a new source of water, an incinerator 
for medical waste, a new septic field and refrigeration 
for its morgue. The church contributors have helped 
with the water supply, and now are looking to 
replenish hospital supplies with a second shipment. 
This Power Point presentation in October will re-
acquaint members with the hospital and its role in 
providing healthcare and hope in this community on 
the edge of the Serengeti.  

 
Picture of Sarah Ringo, left, 
and her medical director and 
chief nurse. A second shows 
faces of children in a nearby 
orphanage who rely on the 
hospital for care. 
 
I look forward to seeing you 
Sunday, October 13. 

-George Hatzfield 
Volunteer Site Assessor 

for Project C.U.R.E. 
 

So far, we have raised more 
than $11,000 through the synod assembly offering 
taken to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the 
Delaware Maryland Synod as well as donations from 
other congregations. To send the cargo, we will need 
about $15,000. Our request is based upon the 
wedding parable where Jesus was able to turn water 
into wine for all the guests. Our investment in the 
cargo can be multiplied 25 times to provide about 
$400,000 worth of medical supplies to our brothers 
and sisters in Tanzania. 

 
- Kathi Parris 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

FIFTH ANNUAL WOMEN OF FAITH GATHERING 
 

Our Theme 
 

ROOTED IN GOD’S GARDEN 
 

How compost, soil & “taters” grow 
your spiritual harvest! 

 
WHEN…..Saturday, October 5, 2013 

TIME….….8:30am - 3pm 

WHERE….Spenceola North  

                  Community Center 

         Located at 1999 Mardic Drive 

                       Forest Hill 

SPEAKER...Vicar Chasity Wiener 

 

REGISTRATION:    Cost is $20 per person and includes 
a continental breakfast, lunch and all retreat supplies.  
Registration forms are available at church; from the 
church office at 443-299-6134 or on line at 
holycommunionlc@comcast.net.   
 

Invite your friends! 
Registration deadline is Friday, September 13 

 



Effective January 2013, MOLST became the new 
transferable and durable medical form defining 
options for life sustaining treatments.  The form is 
completed after conversations with your physician, 
family and other important individuals in your life (ie 
clergy).  The completed form may be signed by a 
physician or nurse practitioner.  The Maryland 
MOLST form consolidates information at all levels 
of care, standardizes language and definitions, 
outlines all treatment options and increases the 
likelihood that the patient’s wishes are respected.  
Health care decisions are to be completed by 
patient and reflect their wishes.  A authorized 
decision maker; selected by the patient may make 
decisions based on the understanding of the 
patients’ goals and wishes.  The health care 
decision worksheet includes questions about CPR 
(cardio-pulmonary resuscitation), artificial 
ventilation, blood transfusions, hospital transfers, 
medical tests, antibiotics, fluids and nutrition, and 
dialysis.  Please take a few minutes to review 
important information and instructions at 
www.marylandmolst.org, this site will also allow 
you to download forms and worksheets. 
 

With blessings, Barb Huber RN PHN 

MOLST 
Medical Orders for Life – Sustaining Treatment 

Dearest HCLC Family, 

A humble and grateful Thank You for your prayers, cards, phone 

calls and financial aid after my surgery. 
 

A very LARGE Thank You to the Holy Spirit for the special gifts in 

the mail and pew and loving thanks especially to my sister Sharon. 
 

God has truly blessed me with a wonderful family. 

Lovingly with God’s Blessings, 

Joanie Meyer 

THANK YOU NOTES 

To Our Church Family: 

Words cannot express our sincere appreciation for Pastor John’s visit, 

the beautiful cards, prayers, and words of encouragement during the 

recent death of Luann’s mother, Betty Groft. These expressions of 

sympathy were comforting during this difficult time in our lives. 

Ken and Luann Horn 

August 14, 2013 
 
Elizabeth Eaton elected ELCA presiding bishop 
13-56-MRC 
 
PITTSBURGH (ELCA) - The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) Northeastern Ohio Synod, was elected Aug. 14 
presiding bishop of the ELCA at the 2013 ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly. She was elected on the fifth 
ballot. There were 889 votes cast, and 445 votes were 
needed for an election. Eaton received 600 votes and 
the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop, re-
ceived 287. 
Eaton is the ELCA's first woman presiding bishop-elect. 
The churchwide assembly, the chief legislative author-
ity of the ELCA, is meeting here Aug. 12-17 at the 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center. The theme for 
the triennial assembly is "Always being made new." 
 
This year marks the 25th anniversary of this church. 
 
"We are a church that is overwhelmingly European in a 
culture that is increasingly pluralistic. We need to wel-
come the gifts of those who come from different places, 
that is a conversation we need to have as a church," 
Eaton told the assembly shortly after the election. 
 
Prior to becoming synod bishop, Eaton served as pas-
tor for ELCA congregations in Ohio. She earned a Mas-
ter's of divinity degree from Harvard Divinity School in 
Cambridge, Mass., and a Bachelor's degree in music 
education from the College of Wooster in Wooster, 
Ohio. 
 
An assembly schedule is available at www.ELCA.org/
assembly and up-to- the minute news entries at http://
blogs.ELCA.org/assemblynews. 
 
About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations 
in the United States, with more than 4 million members 
in nearly 10,000 congregations across the 50 states 
and in the Caribbean region. Known as the church of 
"God's work. Our hands," the ELCA emphasizes the 
saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity 
among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA's 
roots are in the writings of the German church reformer, 
Martin Luther. 
 
For information contact: Melissa Ramirez Cooper, Man-
ager of Public Relations, 773-380-2956 or 
M e l i s s a . R a m i r e z C o o p e r @ E L C A . o r g 
http://www.ELCA.org/news Facebook: http://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / L u t h e r a n s 
Living Lutheran: http://www.livinglutheran.com  

ELCA NEWS SERVICE 


