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A TIME TO GROW... 

“In Christ there is no Greek nor Jew, male nor female, slave 
nor free but all are one in Christ Jesus.”                                       
Galatians 3 

“For our struggle is not against enemies of flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly place.”             
Ephesians 6:12 

On Saturday, February 8 from 10am -2pm at First Lutheran in 

Ellicott City, the Racial Justice Ministries Team of our Synod 
is inviting us to watch and discuss a film called “Cracking the 
Codes”.  It is a provocative film that talks honestly about 
race and racial issues here in the USA. 

We certainly are not the only ones who struggle with the 
issue. When I was in Ecuador nine years ago, I visited 
Quito’s Museum of Anthropology and saw an exhibit on 
status, class and “caste” in the 18th century. Native born 
Spaniards were at the top, then came European descent 
people born in Ecuador, then came mixed race folks. The 
mixed race folks were also categorized. Three quarter 
European heritage first, mixed native (“Indian”) European 
next, European and African mixed next, African and native 
next, pure African next to last and 100% native in the very 
last place. There were specific Spanish words to describe 
each caste and mixture. I remember feeling horrified and a 
weird sense of relief at the same time. I thought well, at least 
we Americans are not the only ones. 

As I look back over my lifetime, relationships between races 
have improved a great deal. I remember my mother telling 
me, “Don’t ever date a colored person. You might fall in 
love”.  My mother’s face looked grave and serious when she 
said it and she had said it to me “out of the blue”, unsolicited 
and not relating to anything in our prior conversation. My 
Mom had also taught me to be respectful of black people, to 
call them “Mr.” and “Miss” appropriately as we do in 
Maryland and had said, “They are God’s children just like 
us”. I didn’t question her because I seldom ever questioned 
her but I remember wondering, “Why is she telling me this?” 

Inadvertently, my Mom was passing on a cultural taboo 
that had survival value. In Maryland since 1664 marriage 
between whites and blacks was prohibited and 
criminalized. It wasn’t until 1967 when the Supreme Court 
overturned the law in a case ironically called Loving vs 
Virginia that these laws were invalidated. 

Those laws had the effect of institutionalizing what would 
later be called “apartheid” in South Africa. But we had 
apartheid here. The legacy is a wall of fear, suspicion and 
anxiety. We are still dealing with that legacy and healing 
from it. 

In 2008 we elected the son of a white women from Kansas 
and an African man from Kenya, and he is perceived as 
American’s first “Black” president. Isn’t that ironic in a 
way? He is 50% white but in America, as in Ecuador, half 
black equals black. Still he was elected twice, so his 
election points to a decided change in our country. Some 
have even said his election is evidence that we have 
arrived at a “post-racial” society. 

The film “Cracking the Codes” talks frankly about 
stereotypes and how deeply embedded they are and how 
they still demean all of us. It is a direct film and will stir 
your thinking. Admittedly, doing stuff like this, putting 
yourself “out there” to be challenged is a bit risky but I’ve 
learned in my lifetime that taking those risks promotes real 
personal and spiritual growth. 

Our new baptismal service in the hymnal “Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship” has added a couple of phrases to help 
spell out what discipleship means, to help it become more 
specific.  At the end of a list of promises parents make 
these words are said…“so that they may strive for justice 
and care for the earth and all the God has made”. 

Bill O'Connor, Dave Warren and I are all going as we 
serve on the committee. Why not join us? There is even a 
free lunch. 

In Christ, Pastor John 



LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 
Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” 
through service projects in the community while offering 
friendship and support to each other through social 
events. Please join us! Invite your friends! Our 2014 
schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events are 
posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the hallway. 

Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly 

Bread & Wine newsletter for any changes to the 
schedule below. 
 

SCHEDULE FOR  2014 - FOLLOWING EVENTS 
 

February 11, Tuesday, 12 noon 
Lunch - Mamies - Aberdeen 
 

March 11, Tuesday, 12 noon 
Lunch - Bowman’s - Parkville - Carpool 11:30am 
 

WATCH FOR DETAILS CONCERNING FOLLOWING EVENTS 
 

April 7 - Monday 
Hart-Miller Island Tour 
 
 
 
April 
Servefest        Date and time to be determined 
 

May 13 - Tuesday 
Mt. Harmon Plantation - Cecil City - Details to follow 
 

June 10, Tuesday 
Snyder Pretzel Factory - Hanover, PA - Details to follow 
 

July 8 - Tuesday - 12 noon 
Lunch  -Shafer’s Canel House - Chesapeake City, 
 

August 12 - Tuesday - 12 noon 
Lunch - Madonna Seafood Restaurant - Norrisville Rd & 
Jarrettsville Pike 
 

September 9, Tuesday, 12 noon 
Crab Feast at HCLC 
 
 
 
 
 

October 
Rainbow Theatre  - 
“Drinking Habits”- Details 
to follow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 11 or December 9 - 12 noon 
Union Hotel - Details to follow 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. 
If interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); 
Frances Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410
-893-7590); Pat Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 
(410-679-8655) 

I can not believe it is already February. 
January was a very exciting month, the 
children were happy to get back to a 
normal routine and continue to learn new 
songs and prayers . 

Thank you to those who donated to the Ronald McDonald 
house, the items were picked up on Sunday, January 12. 
Also, on Sunday, January 12 the Sunday School students 
were excited to witness three baptisms. Kyle 
(Kindergarten), Nathan (5th grade) and their mother Kelly 
Kesinger were baptized and became members of HCLC. 

Victor Chas sent out some information about Vacation 
Bible School. Make sure to mark your calendars for the 
week of June 23 - 27. Last year’s the children had a 
great time and they are looking forward to this year’s 
week of learning and fun activities during VBS. 

See you in Sunday School. 

-Theresa Perkins, SS Coordinator 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Some of you know my husband, Larry. He has suffered with back 
problems for many years and learned to "live" with it until his quality of 
life was affected.  

Our family doctor referred him to a local surgeon, who matter of factly 
described not one, but five separate problems. To fix the least of these 
would require surgery, followed by two-to-three days of hospitalization, 
recuperation, and physical therapy. 

Almost immediately, the HCLC community began to minister to Larry - 
individual prayers, corporate prayers, prayers at Bible study, laying on 
of hands, well wishes, slaps on the back, phone calls, visits and calls 
from our clergy, pre-op prayers, prayers during surgery, post-op 
prayers, cards, phone calls, food, assistive devices ... all of this offered 
to a man because he was in need, and not because he asked - it just 
happened. 

And healing is occurring. Not only to a man's problematic back, but to 
the man himself. Never before has he felt such a supportive "lift". He 
continues to be bowled over by the love and support of his faith 
community - and immeasurably glad that he received it! 

He is - and continues to be - healed ... physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually. 

God still heals his people - just because we ask.  And, God continues 
to performs miracles in our midst - just because he chooses to do so. 

The gift of healing is alive and well at HCLC. 

THANKS BE TO GOD!  -Lynne Strausser 

HEALING IN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 



02-01 – Deborah Hiob 
02-03 – Krystal O’Leary 
02-04 – Jean Tacka-Shaw 
02-09 – Heather Rudolph 
02-10 - Daniel Ebsworth 
02-11 – Alexandra Huber 
02-12 - Jeff Hoffmann 
02-12 – Karen Wiley 
02-13 – Carl Mangold 
02-14 – Doug Mueller 
02-19 - Michael Lynch, Jr 

BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRAURY 

HELPING THE ANIMALS 

Four times a year we set aside a Sunday 
to collect old sheets, towels, small 
blankets, rugs and wet and dry cat food 

(no dog food) for the animals in the Fallston Shelter.  The 
shelter could also always use money for bills. 

On Sunday, March 2 we will be collecting your donations.  
There will be a box  and a plastic shaped container in the 

Narthex for your donations. 

Up coming dates for 2014 are March 2, June 1, 
September 7 and December 7. 

Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered 
animals. 

-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. 

02-20 – Len Burrier 
02-23 - Rachel Jones 
02-24 - Carol Welch 
02-24 – Joann Horn 
02-24 – Bruce Amrein 
02-25 - Linda Eddinger 
02-25 – Diane Romain 
02-26 - Wayne Parris 
02-26 - Samuel Burk 
02-28 - Dustin Kisner 
02-28 – Hilary Fall 
02-28 – Abigayle Taylor 

Sarah Bayne, Sylvia & Verona Bulthuis, Crouse Family, 
Susan Cullum, Linda Eddinger, Louise Grimes, Randy 
Hallmann, Cathi Hamp, Jean Harple, Helen Harris, 
Jeanette Hastings, Lauren Hess, Maddie, Chris Mayo, 

Carolton McVey, Gladys Merrifield, Andy Murray, Colton 
Rendine, Maria Robinson, Jack Scanlan & Family, Larry 
Strausser, Abigayle Taylor, Josefina Vasta, Lynnie Vaughn, 
Phyllis Ward, Bishop Wolfgang, Pastor Margaret, Josef, Bish-
op’s dad, Bishop’s sister and family. Don Young and the Family 
of Inge Herz 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

What Is the Flu? 

An infection that causes a fever, chills, cough, body aches, 
headaches, and sometimes earaches or sinus problems.  The 
flu is caused by the influenza virus. A virus is a 
microorganism, which means it's so small that you can't see it 
without a strong microscope.  The flu vaccine is available as a 
shot (injected through the skin) or as a spray mist (into the 
nostrils). Most kids older than 2 can get the spray mist. 

Flu vaccines are usually given in the fall, 
before flu season starts. Flu season usually 
starts in October and ends in May.  The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) recommends the flu vaccine for all people age 6 
months and older. Kids older than 9 need only one dose. If 
you are younger than 9, you will need one or two flu shots. It 
depends on whether you had the flu shot before and when you 
received those vaccinations.  

Certain people are at higher risk of complications from the flu, 
including: pregnant women, children younger than age 5, 
people age 65 and older, people of any age who have long-
term health conditions.  So if you have asthma, diabetes, or 
another health problem, it's especially important that you get 
the flu vaccine. 

How Does the Flu Spread? 

This virus gets around in little drops that 
spray out of an infected person's mouth 
and nose when he or she sneezes, 
coughs, or even laughs. You can catch 
the flu from someone who has it if you 
breathe in some of those tiny flu-infected 
drops. You can also catch the flu if those 
drops get on your hands and you touch 
your mouth or nose. that is why we are taught to cough and 
sneeze into your elbow and wash our hands as often as 
possible. 

If you get the flu rest in bed or the couch and drink lots of 
liquids. 

FLU SEASON AGAIN 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box for 
them.  They are refurbished and go to 
the less fortunate who cannot afford 
glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box above 
the coat rack for them.  They go to Men 
and Women in our armed Services. 

DONATION OF GLASSES AND PHONES 

Please notify the church by phone or email if you 
have a name change, address change, telephone 
number change or an email address change. 



THANK YOU 

To: HCLC    From: Tara and Family 

The congregation of Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

“I can’t express in words how grateful I am for your generosity 
towards me and my family. Without you and the grace of God, 
my children would have had nothing this Christmas. Thank 
you so much and may you have a very Merry Christmas. 

Sincerely Tara & Family” 

 



 

To: HCLC    From: The Amos Family 

“I wanted to thank you for giving our children an amazing 
Christmas. Without your assistance my husband and I would 
not have been able to do it. This year has been a very tough 
one with my husband being diagnosed with congestive heart 
failure and him having to take so many days off from work and 
being hospitalized due to very high blood pressure and 
swelling. We may not have everything we want and all of our 
bills paid, but we have been blessed with everything we need. 

You all are a blessing to our family. We can’t wait until we are 
fortunate enough to be able to return the favor to someone 
else. 

Thank you so very much, the Amos Family” 

CHECK THE BULLETIN BOARD 

Always check the bulletin board in the hall 
for various events that are being held at 
other churches and surrounding 
businesses.  There is committee 

information, bulletin sponsors and newsletter sign 
up sheets along with general information about 
HCLC. 

ABITIBI PAPER RETRIEVER 

Keep those old 
papers, catalogs, 
books and 
magazines 
coming! 

No corrugated 
cardboard. 

Pasteboard is 
what is used in 
cereal boxes and 
poster boards. It 
is acceptable. 

No plastic. 

Invite your 
neighbors to use 
our bins. Every 
little bit helps us 
and also saves 
the environment. 

What was recycled in 2013 and how much 
we were paid for recycling paper. 
 

Month Tons Total 

January   2.28 $11.39 

February   2.19  10.93 

March   1.89    9.47 

April   1.61    8.06 

May   1.83    9.14 

June   2.25  11.26 

July   2.12  10.62 

August   1.96    9.78 

September   1.71    8.56 

October   1.77    8.85 

November   3.25   16.23 

December   1.94     9.72 

Total 24.80 $124.01 

2012 28.21 $141.53 

QUILTING GROUP 

QUILTERS and those who like to 
knit and crochet, you are invited to 
join the quilting group that meets on 
Mondays once a month.  They will 
gather Monday, February 24 at 9am 
to make quilts for a variety of 
recipients. Some of the group stays 

into the afternoon to practice knitting and crocheting. 
Experience not required! Call Gladys Merrifield (410-803-
8623) or Susan Hood (410-877-0574) with any 
questions. 

 

They will be meeting again on March 24, April 28 and 
May 19. 



D E A D L I N E S 
SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements are due in the office by 

Tuesday afternoon by 2 o’clock 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER articles are due n the office by the 

2nd Sunday of the month. 

H O W   T O   B E   A   S P O N S O R  for 

 

SIGN UP SHEETS are on the BULLETIN BOARD in the 
hall. 

 

Bulletins are $10 

 

Newsletters are $40 
 

and 
 

Children’s Bulletins are $10 

 

 

All checks or money can be placed in the offering plate. 



HOLY COMMUNION 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pastor John Burk 

Parish Assistant – Vicar Chasity Wiener 

Administrative Assistant - ‘C’athy Stemmer 

Organist/Choir Director-Joan Cole (traditional) 

Contemporary Music Director-Joe Goldsmith 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell 

Church Registrar - Nancy Campbell 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein 

Council Member - Mason Boeren 

Council Member - Carl Henderson 

Council Member – Fred Hildebrandt 

Council Member – Doug Hiob 

Council Member - Bill O’Connor 

council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Council Member - Daisy Shook 

Council Member - Dave Warren 

Council Member – Jim Williams 

Altar Flowers - Lilli Rode 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 

Bread & Wine Newsletter - Call office - 443-299-6134 

Office Hours - 9am - 4pm 

“To get something you never had, you have to do something you never did. 
When God takes something from your grasp, He is not punishing you, but 
merely opening your hands to receive something better. The Will of God will 
never take you where the Grace of God will not protect you”. 

José N. Harris 



NEWSLETTER from 
HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

                            FEBRUARY    2013 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2014 

Jan -  Jul -  
Feb -  Aug - None needed 
Mar - Jeff & Elaine McClean Sep -  
April -  Oct - Myers Family 
May - Eckels Family Nov - Fred/Arlene Hildebrandt 
Jun -  Dec -  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 
due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Feb 9 Sun, no newsletter 
 Sun, Mar 9 Sun, Aug 10 
 Sun, Apr 13 Sun, Sep 14 
 Sun, May 11 Sun, Oct 12 
 Sun, Jun 8 Sun, Nov 9 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
holycommunionlc@comcast.net 
holycommunionfallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHIRSTS’S LOVE!” 


