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“I NEED SOME ANSWERS!” 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to 
him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, 
‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall 
show you.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the 
burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in 
the distance that God had shown him. On the third 
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. 
Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with 
the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will 
worship, and then we will come back to you.’ 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and 
laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 
and the knife. So the two of them walked on 
together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ 
And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire 
and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will 
provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the 
two of them walked on together. When they came to 
the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an 
altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his 
son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 
the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord 
called to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, 
Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not 
lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for 
now I know that you fear God, since you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ And 
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a 

thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead 
of his son. So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord 
will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the 
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’ 

-Genesis 22:1-14 
 
This story from Genesis is one of the most 
troubling in the entire Bible. It is one of those 
really tough, unfathomable and strange stories 
that keeps you puzzled for a whole lifetime. It 
raises many, many uncomfortable questions. Here 
are just a few of them. Why doesn’t Abraham 
protest when God asks him to sacrifice Isaac? He 
has argued with God before. When Abraham 
hears God’s judgment against Sodom and 
Gomorrah he wearies God arguing that it would 
be unfair to destroy cities where righteous people 
were living. He has no trouble taking the part of 
dozens of little Sodmite children, why is he so 
silent when it is his own son in jeopardy? Hadn’t 
God promised offsprings as numerous as the 
grains of sand by the seashore? Abraham acts 
almost like an automaton in a trance. What about 
Sarah? Why wasn't she informed? Why did 
Abraham lie to Isaac when he asks about the 
animal to be sacrificed? What are the ethics of 
this? 
 
There are many deeply troubling issues 
surrounding this story. As a preacher, I’ve always 
worried about and seriously fretted over what I 
say to people when I interpreted this text. What 
does it mean? Is Isaac a symbol for my future and 
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is God demanding my willingness to sacrifice my 
future and to withhold nothing—even my most 
precious gifts from Him? I’ve been working 30 
years with this text and I still am confounded by 
it. 
 
I write these words not to shake your faith but 
to show you that being faithful also means living 
without all the answers we would like to have. 
Groucho Marx once said, “I wouldn’t want to 
belong to a club that would allow me in as a 
member”. A seminary professor of mine once 
paraphrased Groucho's remark and said “I 
couldn't believe in a God I could fully 
understand”.  I stumbled over his remark but 33 
years later I think I get it. God had chosen to 
reveal his heart and intentions for us in the 
Christ who willingly offers himself as a sacrifice 
for our sins and in dying for us rights the scales 
of justice. God does this out of His sheer love for 
us even through we reject it. 
 
The God who stands behind the Mt. Moriah 
story of Isaac’s sacrifice is really scary. Once in a 
Bible study, one of those attending said in fury, 
“Why are we talking about this? I came here to 
be comforted and this is not comforting. It is 
disturbing and frightening”. I responded, “I’m 
with you”. I’d just as soon not have this story in 
the Bible’s repertoire or at least have 
“standard” explanation that takes the shock, 
surprise and misgivings out of it.  But there are 
many mysteries we have to deal with—the 
presence of cancer, the death of children, war, 
earthquakes and hurricanes that kill thousands. 
We wrestle with these stories because, 
inevitably life drives us to wrestle with life's 
contradictions anyway. 
 
In Genesis 32:22-32 there is another strange 
and perplexing story. Here Jacob who has 
cheated his brother Esau out of his birthright 
has an encounter with God at the River Jabbok. 
Jacob holds onto this angel who either is God or 
a manifestation of God and wrestles with him to 
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I can not believe it is al-

ready February. January was 

a very exciting month, the 

children were happy to get 

back to a normal routine and 

continue to learn new songs and prayers. 

 

We have a lot of fun activities 

coming up Easter, End of Sunday 

School and Vacation bible 

school. 

 

Be on the lookout for more in-

formation in the bulletin and 

next newsletter. 

 

See you in Sunday School. 

 

-Theresa Perkins, SS Coordinator  

try and exact a blessing from him. Jacob won’t 
let go, even though the angel cripples him 
permanently. Again, here is a story that 
perplexes and mystifies, but for me it is 
emblematic of our own faith journey. None of 
us gets all the answers. None of us is 
completely satisfied with the reality of our 
encounter with God. Yet if we hold on, if we 
continue to wrestle, we will be and we are 
blessed. 

-In Christ, Pastor John 



LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship and 
support to each other through social events. Please join us! 
Invite your friends! Our 2015 schedule and sign up sheets for 
upcoming events are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in 
the hallway. 
 

Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

2015 CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday, February 10 - Mamies 
 

Tuesday, March 10 - Pappas (Cranbrook) 
 

Tuesday, April 14 - Conrad’s (Perry Hall) 
 

Thursday, May 14 - Mount Harmon Plantation--Lunch at 
Baker’s 
 

Tuesday, June 9 - Augsburg Village 
 

Tuesday, July 14 - Tidewater Inn (Havre de Grace) 
 

Tuesday, August 11 - Friendly Farm 
 

Tuesday, September 8 - Crab Feast (Church) 
 

Tuesday, October 13 - Show 
 

Tuesday, November 10 -  
 

Tuesday. December 8 - Ballistone for Christmas 
 
We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 
interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); Frances 
Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); Pat 
Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

PARISH NURSE 

Senior  Adult   Driver  

All committees are welcome to use the paper 
and plastic supplies in the kitchen, BUT 
please return unused items to their proper 
place in the cabinets. Make sure plastic ware 

is returned to proper containers. 
DO NOT leave out the open con-
tainers. Cups that were not used must be put back 
in their package. They CANNOT be left out; Health 
Department rules & regulations. 
 

If you notice supplies are needed, please contact Ellen 
Priebe, (spring313@verizon.net or (410-679-8655) 
 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 

Driving is important to Americans; it is how we maintain 
independence and get around.  There are more than 35 
million licensed drivers over 
the age of 65. 
 

All individuals age different-
ly; it is impossible to choose 
an arbitrary cutoff age for 
driving.  However older 
adults are more likely to 
receive citations and be involved in traffic accidents.  Why 
the increase?  Age related declines in vision, hearing, re-
flexes, and cognitive functioning may affect the older 
adult’s ability to drive.  Medications and chronic condi-
tions like arthritis, diabetes, and strokes may impact 
strength, coordination and flexibility. 
 

If you are an older adult what can you do to stay safe on 
the road? 

 Use the seatbelt all the time 

 Drive only when conditions are safe, 
 daylight and good weather 

 Plan your route before you leave 

 Do not drive impaired 

 Complete an annual eye exam 

 No distractions in the car i.e. phone, eating 
 
Consider alternatives to driving (public transportation, 
riding with a friend) 
 

If you or someone you know exhibits one of the following 
signs it is time to consider giving up driving privileges. 
 

Sudden stopping in traffic 
Inappropriate or failed signaling  
Drifting out of lane or driving in the wrong lane 
Difficulty seeing 
Difficulty making turns, 
 yielding and changing lanes 
Getting loss 
Lack of judgment 
 

There are products on the market to help older drivers 
safe; all view mirror, blind spot mirrors, backup camera, 
steering wheel covers, wedge seat cushions, foot pedal 
extensions and sun shields. 
 

With blessings for continued health,  
-Barb Huber RN, FCHN 



BIRTHDAYS  IN  FEBRUARY 

02-01 – Debby Hiob 

02-03 – Krystal O’Leary 

02-04 – Jean Tacka-Shaw 

02-06 - Christopher Otten 

02-09 – Heather Rudolph 

02-10 - Daniel Ebsworth 

02-11 – Madeline Trionfo 

02-12 - Jeff Hoffmann 

02-12 – Karen Wiley 

02-14 – Doug Mueller 

02-15 – Ron Mickley 

02-16 – Amanda Appel 

02-19 - Michael Lynch, Jr 

02-20 – Len Burrier 

02-23 - Rachel Jones 

02-24 – Joann Horn 

02-24 – Bruce Amrein 

HELPING THE ANIMALS 
Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to 
collect old sheets, towels, small blankets, rugs 
and wet and dry cat food (no dog food) for the 
animals in the Fallston Animal Rescue Shelter.  
The shelter is located at Crossroads Station, 
2725 Fallston Road, Fallston, MD, 410-557-6161, 

FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 

On Sunday, March 1 we will be collecting your donations.  There will be a 
box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a plastic shaped container  for 
your donations located in the Narthex. 
 

Up coming dates are June 7, 2015, September 5, 2015, December 6, 
2015, March  
 

Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. 

DONATION OF GLASSES AND PHONES 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box for them on top 
of the coat rack.  The glasses are refurbished 
and are given to the less fortunate who cannot 
afford glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box for them on 
top of the coat rack.  They go to Men and 
Women in our Armed Services. 

02-25 - Linda Eddinger 

02-25 – Diane Romain 

02-26 - Wayne Parris 

02-26 - Samuel Burk 

02-28 - Dustin Kisner 

02-28 – Hilary Fall 

02-28 – Abigayle Taylor 

If you have gotten a 2015 calendar already, be sure to re-
serve Saturday, February 21, 4:30pm for a special HCLC 
celebration! If you don’t have next year’s calendar yet, 
make a notation at the bottom of December’s page now 
and transfer the details when you get your new calendar. 
 
What’s happening on February 21? An ad hoc committee 
is busy planning a “Thanksgiving in February” event at Fall-
ston United Methodist Church that will give all of us an 
opportunity to get to know one another better as we cele-
brate Holy Communion Lutheran Church together. Plans 
include a carry in pot-luck dinner, a slideshow of past HCLC 
activities, balloon sculptures for children during dinner, 
followed by a 30-minute magic show for all, and more. This 
will be a great time to thank God for all he has given us – 
including our church and one another. 
 
Our celebration would not be complete without YOU, so 
get out your pen and add Thanksgiving to your Saturday, 
February 21 calendar! 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

We are in need of more prayer 
shawls.  If you would like to 
make one, please see or call 
Barbara Barbour or Debbie 
Burk. 

QUILTERS and those who like to knit 
and crochet, you are invited to join 
the quilting group that meets on 
Mondays twice a month.  They gath-
er to make quilts for a variety of 
recipients. Some of the group stays 
into the afternoon to practice 

knitting and crocheting. Experience not required! Since 
beginning this group in September of ‘09, they have 
made 54 quilts for various organizations. Call Debbie 
Burk (410-574-4758) or Susan Hood (410-877-0574) 
with any questions. 
 

Dates scheduled are on Mondays 
February 9 and 23 

March 9 and 23 
April 13 & 27 
May 11 & 18 
June 8 and 22 

 

Come join us!! 

FEBRUARY 21 ~ SAVE THE DATE! 

QUILTER GROUP 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pastor John Burk 

Assistant – Pastor Chasity Wiener 

Administrative Assistant - ‘C’athy Stemmer 

Organist/Choir Director - Joan Cole (traditional) 

Contemporary Music Director - Mason Boeren 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell (Financial Secretary) 

Church Registrar - Nancy Campbell (Registrar) 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein 

Council Member - Carl Henderson 

Council Member - Fred Hildebrandt 

Council Member  -Doug Hiob 

Council Member—Bob Hood 

Council Member - Mary Kruelle 

Council Member - Linda Miller 

Council Member - Bill O’Connor 

Council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Council Member - Dave Warren 

Assistant to Treasurer - Carolyn Ruth 

Altar Flowers - Lilli Rode 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 
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Bread & Wine Newsletter - Call office - 443-299-6134 

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

Office Hours - 9am - 4pm every Tuesday and Thursday 



Always check the bulletin board in the hall for various events 
that are being held at other churches and surrounding 
businesses.  There is committee information, bulletin sponsors 
and newsletter sign up sheets along with general information 
about HCLC. 

CHECK THE BULLETIN BOARD 

D E A D L I N E S 
SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements are due in the office by 

Tuesday afternoon by 2 o’clock 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER articles are due in the office by the 
2nd Sunday of the month. 

H O W   T O   B E   A   S P O N S O R  for 
 

BULLETINS, NEWSLETTERS AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 

SIGN UP SHEETS are on the BULLETIN BOARD in the hall. 
 

Bulletins are $10 
 

Newsletters are $40 
 

and 
 

Children’s Bulletins are $10 
 

All checks or money can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Make sure you put on your check or with your money 
 what you are sponsoring and what week or month 

or want to sponsor. 
 

Any questions or concerns, always feel free to call the office 
 

443-299-6134 
OFFICE HOURS are Tuesdays and Thursdays 



NEWSLETTER from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FEBRUARY  2015  

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2015 
Jan - Charlotte Butler Jul - Ellen Priebe 

Feb - Nancy Campbell Aug - None needed 

Mar - Fred & Arlene Hildebrandt Sep - Larry & Lynne Strausser 

April - Kisner Family Oct - Myers Family 

May - Charlotte Butler Nov - Eckels Family 

Jun - Jeff & Elaine McClean Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Feb 8 Sun, Jul 12 

 Sun, Mar 8 Sun, Aug 9 

 Sun, Apr 12 Sun, Sep 13 

 Sun, May 10 Sun, Oct 11 

 Sun, Jun 14 Sun, Nov 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
holycommunionlc@comcast.net 
holycommunionfallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


