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30 YEARS—CHANGES 

As I reflect on my nearly 30 year ministry, I am 
reminded of how many church customs have changed. 
Brides and grooms were in their late teens or early 
twenties in the 1980’s. Now it is rare to marry a couple 
unless they are approaching thirty. It is hard to 
understand why, but some have theorized that people's 
longevity (it is normative to live to age 85 now) is 
influencing the decision to marry later in life. 
 
Burial customs have changed radically as well. 
Cremations were rare 30 years ago. Now almost fifty 
percent of the funerals I do involve an urn not a casket. 
When I first started ministry most funeral homes/
mortuaries were family owned businesses. Now, 
corporations own the vast majority. They offer all kinds 
of services that once the church provided. A local 
Harford County funeral establishment was its own 
chapel decorated in Southwestern style complete with 
American Bison paintings. The cross is noticeably 
absent from the “chapel” which simply shows how far 
we have moved from our Christian origins as a nation. 
 
As Debbie and I move on in years we too have given 
some thought to life’s end issues. In the Middle Ages, 
no one was cremated. In fact, notorious sinners and 
“heretics” were burned at the stake for preaching false 
doctrine. The prevailing idea was that there would be 
no “body” for the resurrection and cremating a person 
meant that they were permanently obliterated, that is 
to say, wiped out for all eternity. 
 
Yet the God who creates us in our “mothers’ womb” 
has a library of our “blue prints” and needs no skeleton 
to resurrect us. 
 
Recently, Debbie and I decided to give our “remains” 
our “bodies” to the Maryland Anatomy Board. The 
“board” provides medical students with an opportunity 

to learn about the human body. It took us awhile to 
come to that decision but it seemed like good 
stewardship to have our bodies put to practical use. 
We also have been organ donors for years—again 
because we believe that if other lives can be 
enhanced or extended by sharing our bodies with 
them, all the better. 
 
Here in Maryland, the Anatomy Board treats the gift 
of our bodies with great respect. After all is done, 
the Board reverently cremates the person and 
returns their ashes to the family. Memorial services 
may take place right after death and an interment 
service occurs months later. 
 
I mention this not to persuade you to “do as I do”, 
that’s your decision of course. While there are many 
loving funeral directors out there, as private 
mortuaries are taken over by corporations the “for 
profit” motive is emboldened. I have seen folks 
offered all kinds of services and “products” that prey 
upon their grief in almost ghoulish ways. According 
to the internet, the average cost of an American 
funeral is between $6,000 and $12,000. These 
resources can be better used for many charitable 
purposes or simply given to heirs. 
 
I offer all this as part of my pastoral care for you. A 
wise old rabbi friend of mine offered me some very 
valuable advice. He said, “Talking about death 
doesn’t make it happen and not talking about it 
doesn’t keep it from happening”. Sit down with 
those you love and make a plan. Do it for them. It 
will make your passing less stressful for them when 
it happens. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor John 



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

It has been another exciting year in Sunday School. 

The children (and teachers) had a lot of fun learning 

the Bible stories. It is not done yet, please mark 

your calendar for the following dates: 

Sunday, June 14 - Last Day of Sunday School 

Sunday, June 21 - Certificates/Pins given out & a Father's Day 

Craft provided by the Sunday School Teachers. 

Monday-Friday, June 22-26 - Vacation Bible School - make 

sure to register early 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to announce with much 

sadness Mr. Lee, our 3rd  & 4th grade teacher will not be join-

ing us next year. He is being stationed in Korea for a year. We 

have enjoyed having him and he has been a great value to our 

program. We hope he will rejoin us when get gets back. Howev-

er, we are in need of someone to help next year. If you are 

interested or know someone who is please let me know. 
************************************** 

These teachers are a special group of church members who 

give their time and talents to the children and youth of this 

congregation. The students attend Sunday School in order to 

learn more about their Lutheran religion. 
 

TEACHERS 

Cradle Roll - Thelma Maisenholder 

Nursery – Elaine McClean, Katie Schissler 

Kindergarten – Linda Miller 

1st and 2nd grade – Mae Corbin and Debbie Burke 

3rd & 4th grades – Lee Lefkowitz 

5th & 6th grades - Beth Reed 

First Communion & Confirmation –  Chasity Wiener 

Bible Study - Mary Kruelle 

STUDENTS 

1st year pin – Mackensie Pellerin, Colin Perkins, 

 Liam Thanner 

2nd year pin – Owen Bowling, Aidan Bowling, 

 Kylie Kesinger, Nathan Kesinger, 

 Eleanor Schissler, Weston Shook, 

 Delaney Wiener 

3rd year pin - Kyle Giordano, Katie McCombs, Vanessa Perkins, 

Katelyn Shipp, Ethan Taylor, Ally Schromsky, 

Natalie Schromsky, Ethan Smith 

4th year pin - Frankie Deems, Shannon Dominick, 

 Katelyn Rudolph 

5th year pin – Ethan Boeren, Rachel Boeren, Amber Deems, 

 Julie Dominick, Amanda Dorsey, Sara Dorsey, 

 Gordon Lefkowitz, Lars Lefkowitz, 

 Charlie Rudolph, Noah Thanner, Emma Shook, 

Caelyn Sullivan 

6th year pin - Emma Snyder, Haleigh Wiener 

7th year pin - Abigail Reed 

8th year pin - Katie Airey, Sadie Perkins 

10th year pin - Matthew Shaffer 
 

Hope everyone has a great summer… 

Sunday School Coordinator 

-Theresa Perkins 

STEWARDSHIP 

The church wide cam-
paign “Stewards of 
God’s Love” will begin 
shortly. What does it 
mean to be a “Steward 
of God’s Love”? Do you 
know anyone who is a 
Steward of God’s Love? 
Are you a Steward of 
God’s Love? How can 
we become a Steward 
of God’s Love? 
 

Over the next two years, we will learn how Holy 
Communion Lutheran Church members will take 
on the challenge of being “Stewards of God’s 
Love”! 
 

Stewardship Chairperson 
-Charlotte Butler 

VOLUNTEERS 
ASSISTING MINISTERS 

Would you like to par-
ticipate in the worship 
experienced. 
 
Be an Assisting minis-
ter. Be a part of the 
worship service Assis-
tance is available. 
 
Call Charles Cole (410-557-6239) 
or talk to him at church 



LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” 

through service projects in the community while 
offering friendship and support to each other 
through social events. Please join us! Invite your 
friends! Our 2015 schedule and sign up sheets for 
upcoming events are posted on the Senior’s 
Bulletin Board in the hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly 
Bread & Wine newsletter for any changes to the 
schedule below. All activities take place on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted. 
 

2015 CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday, June 9 - 12 noon—
Bayou Restaurant, 927 
Pulaski Highay, Havre de 
Grace (Carpool from 
church) 
 

Tuesday, July 14 - Tidewater Inn, Havre de Grace 
 

Tuesday, August 11 - Friendly Farm 
 

Tuesday, September 8 - Crab Feast (Held at HCLC) 
 

Tuesday, October 13 - Dutch Apple Theater, “The 
Church Basement Ladies-A Mighty Fortress” - 
Ticket- $48 includes lunch, tax and gratuity. 
(Carpool from church 10am) 
 

Tuesday, November 10 
 

Tuesday. December 8 - Ballistone for Christmas 
 
We are always looking for new ideas and new 
members. If interested contact Nancy Campbell 
(410-836-7688); Frances Gosnell (410-893-4622); 
Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); Pat Kellermann 
(410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

SUMMER SAFETY 

It is summer!  Get up, grab the sunscreen and 
fire up the grill. What can you do to keep your 
family safe this summer? 

 

Swimming is the number 
one warm weather activ-
ity.  Each summer thou-
sands of people are in-
volved in water related 
accidents resulting in in-

jury and death.  Remember you and your family 
should never swim alone, swim in supervised 
areas, and teach everyone how to swim. Never, 
ever jump into water head first. Young children 
and pools present special concerns.  Pools 
should be alarmed and barriers in place.  Chil-
dren should always be supervised in pool areas. 
 

Never swim or remain near water in an electric 
storm. 
 

Sun safety is important to avoid 
sunburn and the potential for skin 
cancers.  Avoid or limit sun expo-
sure between the hours of 10 am 
and 4 pm.  Use a wide brim hat and 
wear sunglasses that are 99% UV 
protective.  Apply sunscreen 
(minimum of SPF 15) 30 minutes before the sun 
or swimming; reapply every two hours.  Sun-
screen is important even on cloudy days. 
 

Gas and charcoal grills are responsible for thou-
sands of fires and property dam-
age each year. To protect your 
family and property do the fol-
lowing: (1) create a safe zone of 
three feet around the grill, (2) 
grills should always be a mini-

mum of ten feet from structures that can catch 
fire, (3) check all lines and tubes before use, (4) 
check for gas leaks if you smell gas do not use, 
and (5) never grill indoors. 
 

Re-
sources:www.usfa.fema.gov;www.redcross.org; 
life.familyeducation.com 
 

Wishing each of you a blessed, healthy summer,
-Barb Huber RN, FCHN 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/
http://www.redcross.org/


BIRTHDAYS  IN  JUNE 

HELPING THE ANIMALS 
Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to 
collect old sheets, towels, small blankets, rugs 
and wet and dry cat food (no dog food) for the 
animals in the Fallston Animal Rescue Shelter.  
The shelter is located at Crossroads Station, 
2725 Fallston Road, Fallston, MD, 410-557-

6161, FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 

On Sunday, June 7 we will be collecting your donations.  There will be a 
box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a plastic shaped container  for 
your donations located in the Narthex. 
 

Up coming dates are  September 6, December 6, March 6 
 

Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. 

DONATION OF GLASSES AND PHONES 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box for them on top 
of the coat rack.  The glasses are refurbished 
and are given to the less fortunate who cannot 
afford glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box for them on 
top of the coat rack.  They go to Men and 
Women in our Armed Services. 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

We are in need of more 
prayer shawls.  If you would 
like to make one, please see 
or call Barbara Barbour or 
Debbie Burk. 

QUILTERS and those who like to knit and crochet, 
you are invited to join the quilting group that 
meets on Mondays twice a month.  They gather 
to make quilts for a variety of recipients. Some of 
the group stays into the afternoon to practice 
knitting and crocheting. Experience not required! 
Since beginning this group in September of ‘09, 
they have made 54 quilts for various organiza-
tions. Call Debbie Burk (410-574-4758) or Susan 
Hood (410-877-0574) with any questions. 
 

Dates scheduled are on Mondays 
June 8 & 29 

 
 

Come join us!! 

HOLY STITCHERS 

06-01 - Bob Myers 

06-02 – Norma Weis 

06-03 - Anita Barget 

06-05 – Pat Kellermann 

06-05 – Rev Barry Laird 

06-08 - George Slembecker 

06-08 - Ashleigh Perkins 

06-09 – Eva Pennington 

06-10 - Megan Lynch 

06-11 – Joan Meyer 

06-11 – Kimberly Wolf 

06-12 - Melissa Meyer 

06-13 – Holly Gregory 

06-17 – Zachary Skipper 

06-17 – Matthew Polvinale 

06-17 – David Frieman 

06-18 - Denise Skinner 

06-19 – Courtney Glock 

06-21- Kristy Burke 

06-22 – Robin James 

06-23 – Emily Lottes 

06-26 – Katherine McCombs 

06-28 – Bud Weaver 

06-28 – Joe Dominick 

06-29 - Julia Brant 

06-29 - Eliza Burk 

06-29 – Bertha Deck 

06-29 – Kristin Taylor 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pastor John Burk 

Assistant – Pastor Chasity Wiener 

Administrative Assistant - ‘C’athy Stemmer 

Organist/Choir Director - Joan Cole (traditional) 

Contemporary Music Director - Mason Boeren 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell (Financial Secretary) 

Church Registrar - Nancy Campbell (Registrar) 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein - Vice President 

Council Member - Carl Henderson - Secretary 

Council Member - Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer 

Council Member  -Doug Hiob 

Council Member—Bob Hood - President 

Council Member - Mary Kruelle 

Council Member - Linda Miller 

Council Member - Bill O’Connor 

Council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Council Member - Dave Warren 

Assistant to Treasurer - Carolyn Ruth 

Altar Flowers - Lilli Rode 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 

 

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺  

Bread & Wine Newsletter - Call office - 443-299-6134 

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

Office Hours - 9am - 4pm every Tuesday and Thursday 



Always check the bulletin board in the hall for various events 
that are being held at other churches and surrounding 
businesses.  There is committee information, bulletin sponsors 
and newsletter sign up sheets along with general information 
about HCLC. 

CHECK THE BULLETIN BOARD 

D E A D L I N E S 
SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements are due in the office by 

Tuesday afternoon by 2 o’clock 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER articles are due in the office by the 
2nd Sunday of the month. 

H O W   T O   B E   A   S P O N S O R  for 
 

BULLETINS, NEWSLETTERS AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 

SIGN UP SHEETS are on the BULLETIN BOARD in the hall. 
 

Bulletins are $10 
 

Newsletters are $40 
 

and 
 

Children’s Bulletins are $10 
 

All checks or money can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Make sure you put on your check or with your money 
 what you are sponsoring and what week or month 

or want to sponsor. 
 

Any questions or concerns, always feel free to call the office 
 

443-299-6134 
OFFICE HOURS are Tuesdays and Thursdays 
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Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2015 
Jan - Charlotte Butler Jul - Ellen Priebe 

Feb - Nancy Campbell Aug - None needed 

Mar - Fred & Arlene Hildebrandt Sep - Larry & Lynne Strausser 

April - Kisner Family Oct - Myers Family 

May - Charlotte Butler Nov - Eckels Family 

Jun - Jeff & Elaine McClean Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jun 14 Sun, Nov 8 

 Sun, Jul 12 Sun, Dec 13 

 Sun, Aug 9 Sun, Jan 10 

 Sun, Sep 13 Sun, Feb 14 

 Sun, Oct 11 Sun, Mar 13 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
holycommunionlc@comcast.net 
holycommunionfallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


