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SAVE THE EARTH 

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; 
the world and they that dwell therein for the 

Lord has founded it upon the seas and 
establish it upon the rivers”.—Psalm 24:1 

 
The “Creation Care Committee” of the Delaware/
Maryland Synod designated September 13th as 
“Creation Care Sunday”.  They piggy-backed with the 
ELCA’s “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday as a way of 
reinforcing the reality that care of creation should be 
every Christian’s immediate stewardship priority. 
Behind this newsletter article will be a letter from our 
Bishop, Wolfgang Herz-Lane, that touches on these 
issues and incorporates quotes from Pope Francis’ 
recent encyclicals. 
 
Concern about creation is “heating” up (pardon the 
pun) because we are quickly reaching a tipping point 
where the climate of our planet will be changed in such 
a way that vast areas of our country and the world will 
be underwater and uninhabitable. 
 
Every day we hear news of climate related changes and 
disasters.  Lake Meade, the lake formed by the Hoover 
Dam, is at historically low levels. California's central 
valleys, a major food producing area of the US is in 
crisis. Almond and cashew trees worth millions of 
dollars will probably die because there just is not 
enough water. Hawaii, which is poised to become 
nearly carbon energy free is wrestling with the legal 
and monetary issues of who is going to maintain the 
electric grid if everyone is producing their own solar 
energy. Almost 25% of the US population lives within 
fifty miles of an ocean, great lake or major river. Sea 
level rise is a looming issue. 

If you are like me you hear all this nightly and it 
sucks the hope right out of you, I want my 
grandchildren to inherit the world I know and knew. 
It is a beautiful, marvelous world filled with wonder 
and astounding beauty. 
 
When I was in seminary I had a marvelous 
systematic theology teacher. He said something, 
somewhat offhandly that I have been mulling over 
for more than 30 years. He said, “The earth belong 
to God, not us. All claims to ownership are bogus 
and reveal our human hubris (a fancy world for 
pride).  You can not own anything except for your 
brief lifespan. We humans are like tenant farmers 
we only are tending the land temporarily. One day 
we will have to return it”. 
 
Then he added these grave words “Not only will we 
have to return the land we will have to give the true 
owner, our God, an accounting. Did we enhance the 
land and improve upon it, or did we spoil and ruin 
it? God is our judge as well as our Savior”. 
 
His words have rung in my ears for a lifetime. 
Perhaps that is why I am such a “green freak” as my 
children call me. Over the last ten years I have 
learned so much about both what is wrong with the 
way we treat the earth, but also I have learned 
about what we can do about it. The earth is our 
only home. We have no other place to go. Living 
sustainably on our only home is a sacred trust. 
 
May you leave as light a “carbon footprint” as 
possible so that your children’s, children’s children 
will bless you. 
 

In Jesus’ Name, Pastor John 



Every time we say the Lord’s Prayer, we are reminded 
of our duty to strive for a reality “on Earth as it is in 
Heaven.” This imperative was echoed in Pope Francis’ 
recently published encyclical, one of the highest 
forms of teaching in the Roman Catholic Church.  The 
Central Maryland Ecumenical Council’s Ecumenical 
Leaders Group, representing six Christian 
denominations in Maryland, will work to answer the 
pope’s call to action here in Maryland.  
 
In the encyclical, Pope Francis states, “Never have we 
so hurt and mistreated our common home - as we 
have in the last two hundred years?’ Like all people 
everywhere, we live from and rely on the health and 
well-being of God’s creation - air, water, land, 
animals and the world’s interconnected ecosystems. 
Stewardship of the earth was one of the first tasks 
God gave to us. “Living our vocation to be protectors 
of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is 
not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian 
experience,” the pope states. 
 
His encyclical on ecology speaks powerfully to all of 
us. Those of us who are not Catholic pledge to 
support the archdiocese in its leadership to 
implement the encyclical. Caring for God’s creation is 
the great moral challenge of our time, and the 
survival and flourishing of all people depends on our 
ability to move from temporary and destructive fossil 
fuels to renewable energy sources.  
 
Transitioning to a cleaner, more efficient future is no 
longer a technological or economical challenge, it is a 
political one. As people of faith and the leaders of the 
Ecumenical Leaders Group — which consists of 
bishops and executives representing Catholics, 
Methodists, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
members of the United Church of Christ and the 
Central Maryland Ecumenical Council — there are 
many ways we plan to address the moral challenge 
posed by climate change, and we hope you will 
participate. 
 
The encyclical stresses the disproportionate impact of 
climate change and ecological destruction on the 
poor. Throughout the world and here in Maryland, 
our most vulnerable neighbors are consistently 
exposed to the worst effects of pollution and extreme 
weather. As Pope Francis writes, “We are not faced 
with two separate crises, one environmental and the 
other social, but rather one complex crisis which is 
both social and environmental. Strategies for a 
solution demand an integrated approach to 

combating poverty, restoring dignity to the 
underprivileged and at the same time protecting 
nature.” 
 
We feel compelled to embody in our own lives the 
morals expounded in the pope’s encyclical, so we are 
challenging ourselves, our denominational institutions, 
our congregations collectively and their members 
individually to use more solar wind and geothermal 
energies. Specifically we aim to power our places of 
worship with 40 percent renewable energy by 2025. 
 
We recognize that broader, institutional change is 
needed to combat the challenge of climate change, and 
we will continue our call for legislative action in 
Maryland. Last legislative session over 230 clergy spoke 
out for a stronger clean energy law, and we are 
committed to raising our voices again this year as 2016 
will be a crucial time for action. 
 
The Greenhouse Gas Reductions Act passed in 2009 and 
will be up for renewal in 2016. It set a goal of 
meaningfully reducing our carbon emissions, and the 
subsequent Maryland Climate Action Plan 
recommended a detailed plan to meet that goal. The 
most important part of that plan is increasing the 
state’s renewable portfolio standard, the amount of 
electricity utilities are required to generate through 
renewable sources, to 25 percent by 2020. 
 
As part of Climate in the Pulpit, an effort to grow the 
momentum for action, faith leaders across Maryland 
will speak about climate change and environmental 
degradation following Pope Francis’ visit to Congress in 
September. Congregations will be writing postcards to 
their legislators urging them to renew the Maryland 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction. Act and increase our 
renewable portfolio standard. 
 
We pray that hearts and minds across the world will be 
inspired by the prophetic words of Pope Francis. With 
God’s help, we can turn the stumbling blocks of 
environmental degradation to the stepping stones of a 
world where Creation and our neighbors thrive. “Let us 
sing as we go. May our struggles and our concern for 
this planet never take away the joy of our hope.” 
 
Bishop Wolfgang Herz-Lane is president of the 
Ecumenical Leaders Group; his email is 
bishop@demdsynod.org. 
 
Friday, July 20, 2015 “The Baltimore Sun” 

Climate change: the moral challenge of our time 
By Wolfgang Herz-Lane 



HELPING THE ANIMALS 

Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to 
collect old sheets, towels, small blankets, rugs 
and wet and dry cat food (no dog food) for the 
animals in the Fallston Animal Rescue Shelter.  
The shelter is located at Crossroads Station, 
2725 Fallston Road, Fallston, MD, 410-557-
6161, FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 

On Sunday, December 6 we will be collecting your donations.  
There will be a box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a 
plastic shaped container  for your donations located in the 
Narthex. 
 

Up coming dates are March 6, 2016, June 5, September 4, 
December 4. 
 

Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. 

DONATION OF GLASSES AND PHONES 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box for them on 
top of the coat rack.  The glasses are 
refurbished and are given to the less 
fortunate who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box for them 
on top of the coat rack.  They go to Men 
and Women in our Armed Services. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS STEWARDSHIP 

When did I learn about Stewardship? 
 

In my early years, I never knew what my 
parents were practicing was “Stewardship”.  
They never used the word Stewardship, it 
was told to me that we should share with 
others what God has given to us. 
 

As I put part of my weekly allowance in the 
Sunday School offering, my Dad would say, 

“What else could you do to show God’s Love”?  I joined the 
Youth Group and helped with the various projects that would 
help Seniors in our congregation and/or community. 
Throughout my lifetime, I had used the same examples with 
my family. 
 

Stewardship is not always about money, but using the talents 
that God has blessed us with, and using the “Gifts” that the 
Holy Spirit has given to us. 
 

As I look at my family now grown and using the principles that 
have been used in three generations, it warms my heart!  

 

     Anonymous 

As you may have noticed, 
Holy Communion now has 
two new outside signs - well, 
4 sides actually! The signs 
are at the entrance driveway 
and also on the corner of 
Connolly Rd. and Rt. 152. 
The signs incorporate color 
to help make them more 
visible - specifically in the logo of the ELCA and also our vision 
statement "Reaching Out to Share Christ's Love". Of course we 
also now have Pastor Chas' name there too! 
 
The signs were made possible thru a generous grant from 
Norma Weis - part of the funds for the pavilion project were 
used to purchase the signs and materials. THANK YOU Norma 
for making this possible. 
 
And of course, the signs didn't just 'happen' by themselves! 
Many thanks to Bruce Amrein and Dave Warren for their 
digital mastery of design and also working with the vendor to 
make sure everything came out perfect! 
 

Thank your Norma, Bruce and Dave 
for all your efforts on this great project!! 

HCLC NEW OUTDOOR SIGN 

 Wow! 

 

What a great turn out we had for the 

first day of Sunday School on 

Sunday, September 13. It is a 

wonderful start to our Sunday School 

Program for 2015-2016. 

 

Our first Sunday School Sunday will be Sunday, 
October 25th.. They are so excited to share with you 

what they have been learning. 

 

Be on the look-out for more information on upcoming 

events. The Trunk or Treat and the Christmas Play. 

 

We are keeping the excitement going, so if you have 

not already joined us it is never too late, the more 

the merrier. 

 

-Theresa Perkins, Sunday School Coordinator 



LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 
Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” 
through service projects in the community while offering 
friendship and support to each other through social 
events. Please join us! Invite your friends! Our 2015 
schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events are 
posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the hallway. 
 

Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread 
& Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule 
below. All activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month unless otherwise noted. 

2015 CALENDAR 
 
 

Tuesday, October 6-- Dutch Apple Theater 
“The Church Basement Ladies-A Mighty 
Fortress” 
Ticket-$48.00 includes lunch, tax, and 
gratuity 
Carpool from church 10 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, November 10 - Hart-Miller Island Tour - Details 
to follow. 
 

Tuesday. December 8 - Ballistone for Christmas 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. 
If interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); 
Frances Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-
893-7590); Pat Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 
(410-679-8655) 

SUPPLEMENTS – VITAMIN D 

Vitamin D is a fat soluble vitamin that 
regulates calcium homeostasis and is 
vital to maintain bone health. Vitamin D 
supports proper bone structure, 
strengthens the immune system, and is 
useful in individuals with heart disease, 
hypertension, hyperlipidemia, diabetes, 
and pulmonary disease.  It is estimated 
that over one billion people suffer from 

vitamin D deficiency.  The vitamin D level may be checked with a 
simple blood test; most individuals with deficiency do not 
experience any symptoms (tiredness, general aches & pains).  The 
increased number of persons suffering from vitamin D deficiency 
is attributed to decrease sun exposure as related to changes in 
climate, lifestyles, and skin cancer awareness.   
 

Sun exposure is the most reliable easy way to 
get your daily vitamin D, a brief 10-15 minutes 
of sun exposure several times a week is 
sufficient for most.  Additional sources of 
vitamin D include fortified dairy or cereal 
products, fatty fish, canned tuna, some 
mushrooms, egg yolks, and beef liver.  The daily 
recommended dose for a vitamin D supplement 
is 600 to 1000 units each day.  Supplements must be discussed 
with physician prior to beginning.  Vitamin D supplements should 
be used with caution if taking any of the following medications, 
Dovonox, Digoxin, Diltiazem, Verapimil, and Thiazide.  

 

With blessings for good health, 
Barb Huber RN, FCHN, CSRN 

Doug Hiob, who was on the finance committee, recently moved to 
Delaware, and we would very much like to replace him. People can 
always join any committee at our church, but this is a special 
request for someone who is moved by the spirit to get a little bit 
more involved in their church. This is not a very demanding job, 
but is rather interesting because you become very familiar with 
your church’s finances. We usually meet the Thursday before the 
church council meeting each month. The main agenda items are 
the treasurer’s review of the financial results of the previous 
month and looking for areas that might need special attention. The 
meetings generally last about one hour from 7 to 8 pm, and we 
usually do not meet in December, June, and July. The only meeting 
that tends to be longer is the one in October when we are building 
the budget for the next year. This committee is a good group of 
people and a very interesting way to become familiar with the 
inner workings of your church and to contribute your ideas. So 
please jump at this chance to share a little bit of your time and 
talents. 

 

You can contact me at (410 836 0229) or at (whsfoc@msn.com) 
 

Bill O’Connor - Finance Committee Chairman 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE 
WHO IS NOT ON A COMMITTEE 

Dear HCLC Family, 
‘Many of you know about the difficult 
summer I have had with trying to get 
some foot ulcers to heal. I have had two 

hospital stays, one surgery and a ton of antibiotics, but I 
think my foot is on the way to recovery. What really 
helped me through all this was, Family. Both my home 
family and my HCLC family, Just knowing I had your 
thoughts and prayers and that I was missed, meant so 
much to me. I cannot thank  those friends who took the 
time to send me cards, called to check on me, visits to 
both hospital and home and especially those who took 
time from their schedules to fix me meals or drop off 
fruit.  It really helped both myself and my children who 
were trying to keep up with my needs as well as their 
family life too. My meals were both nutritious and 
delicious. A BIG THANK YOU to both Pr. John and Pr. 
Chasity whose visits were especially uplifting. Thank you, 
thank you to everyone. 

Peace and Love to all, Linda Miller. 



BIRTHDAYS  IN  OCTOBER 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

We are in need of more prayer 
shawls.  If you would like to make 
one, please see or call Barbara 
Barbour or Debbie Burk. 

HOLY STITCHERS and those 
who like to knit and 
crochet are invited to join 
this group that meets on 
Mondays twice a month.  
They gather to make quilts 
for a variety of recipients. 
Some of the group stays 
into the afternoon to 

practice knitting and crocheting. Experience not 
required! Since beginning this group in September of 
‘09, they have made 54 quilts for various 
organizations. 
 
Call Debbie Burk (410-574-4758) or Susan Hood (410-
877-0574) with any questions. 
 

Dates scheduled are on Mondays 9am 
 

Oct 12 & 26 
 

Nov 9 & 23     Dec 7 
 

HOLY STITCHERS 10-01 – Beth Caughey 

10-01– Ken Sanner 

10-02 – Sadie Griffith 

10-02 – Dave Oberender 

10-03 – Kyleigh Weaver 

10-04 – Michelle Williams 

10-04 – Stephanie Eckels 

10-04 – David Orth 

10-05 – Amanda Kisner 

10-06 - Charles Cole 

10-06 – Jordan Giordano 

10-06 – Grace Pennington 

10-06 – Lars Lefkowitz 

10-08 – Lynne Strausser 

10-09 – Vicki Zimmerman 

10-11 - Richard Sherrill 

10-11 - Cass Brown 

10-11 – Kim Hafner 

10-11 – Kyle Smith 

10-12 – Betty Seeger 

10-12 – Morgan Tacka 

10-14 – Cason Donahue 

10-14 – Breanna Vocke 

10-15 – Jim Lane 

10-16 – Rachel Boeren 

10-16 – Ethan Boeren 

10-17 – Benjamin Orth 

10-18 – Kevin Horn 

10-18 – Sherry Donahue 

10-20 - Joanne Cross 

10-20 – Katelyn Rudolph 

10-21 – Hannah Eyler 

10-21 – Sam Smith 

10-21 – Pat Wagner 

10-21 – Bob Wagner 

10-24 - Raymond Edsall 

10-24 – Elliott Otten 

10-27 – Owen Bowling 

10-29 – Judy Reed 

10-31 – Carrie Dorsey 

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY 

“A Vine Ripened Life, 
Spiritual Fruitfulness through Abiding in Christ”. 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study continues on Wednesdays, 
10am Contact Charlotte Butler (410-931-2299) or email 
(chottsieb@comcast.net) with questions or to register.  

 

Encroachment, sharing, fun and fellowship are some of the 
benefits that has been gained from everyone that have 
been attending Bible Study, Even if you haven't attended 
before, I invite you to attend. Allow the Holy Sprit to guide 
you. 

-Charlotte Butler 

When I see or hear the 
HCLC  "Mission Statement, 
Reaching Out to Share 
Christ's Love", it brings 
many things to mind. 
HCLC  is always there lend a 
helping hand. Some of the 

many ways that our members are helping  is to  take food to  
"shut ins", take someone to a doctor's appointment, or 
donate various items to Fallston Animal Rescue, or a phone 
call just to say "hi"! 
 
Last month a member was in need of additional railings to 
the second floor of her house. There was an immediate 
email sent to members asking for their help. As of this 
writing, the new railings were installed and the walk to the 
second floor is much safer for the handicapped person. 
Stewardship is about giving of yourself with your time and 
talents, using the gifts that God has given to you. 
 

-Charlotte Butler, Stewardship Chairperson 

STEWARSHIP MESSAGE 



CLEANING SUPPLIES 

 

and 

 

CLEANING SUPPLY CLOSET 

On your right is the cleaning closet 
where the mops and brooms and 
other cleaning tools are located. 
 
On your left is the cleaning closet 
with needed supplies for keeping the 
church clean and sanitized.  It also 
contains the paper towels, soap, 
trash bags and other supplies for the 
church needs. 
 
Sharon Kampes and Joan Meyer 
spent many hours straightening up 
these two places so volunteers will 
have no trouble finding what they 
need to clean the church. 
 
Please use what you need and 
remember to put everything back in 
the same place you found it. 

Today was the absolute worst day ever. 

And don’t try to convince me that 

There’s something good in every day 

Because when you take a closer look, 

The world is a pretty evil place. 

Even if 

Some goodness does shine through 

once in a while 

Satisfaction and happiness 

don’t last. 

And it’s not true that 

It’s all in the mind and heart 

Because 

True happiness can be obtained 

Only if one’s surroundings are good 

It’s not true that good exists 

I’m sure-you can agree that 

The reality 

Creates 

My attitude 

It’s all beyond my control 

And you’ll never in a million years 

hear me say that 

Today was a good day. 

 

Now here is the same passage, from 

the bottom up. 
 

Today was a good day. 

And you’ll never in a million years 

hear me say that 

It’s all beyond my control 

My attitude 

Creates 

The reality 

I’m sure you can agree that 

It’s not true that good exists 

Only if one’s surroundings are good 

True happiness can be obtained 

Because 

It’s all in the mind and heart 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

And it’s not true that 

Satisfaction and happiness don’t last. 

Some goodness does shine through once 

in a while 

Even if 

The world is a pretty evil place. 

Because when you take a closer look, 

There’s something good in every day 

And don’t try to convince me that 

Today was the absolute worst day ever. 

 

An amazing little reflection, isn’t it? (There 

is more to this article and if you want to 

read more it is on the bulletin board in the 

hall.) 

Taken from the September issue of the 

Catholic Review – written by an 11th 

grader and published under 

FATHER JOSEPH BREIGHNER - WIT 

and WISDOM 
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Bread & Wine Newsletter - Call office - 443-299-6134 

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

Office Hours - 9am - 4pm every Tuesday and Thursday 



Always check the bulletin board in the hall for various events 
that are being held at other churches and surrounding 
businesses.  There is committee information, bulletin sponsors 
and newsletter sign up sheets along with general information 
about HCLC. 

CHECK THE BULLETIN BOARD 

D E A D L I N E S 
SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements are due in the office by 

Tuesday afternoon by 2 o’clock 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER articles are due in the office by the 
2nd Sunday of the month. 

H O W   T O   B E   A   S P O N S O R  for 
 

BULLETINS, NEWSLETTERS AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 

SIGN UP SHEETS are on the BULLETIN BOARD in the hall. 
 

Bulletins are $10 
 

Newsletters are $40 
 

and 
 

Children’s Bulletins are $10 
 

All checks or money can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Make sure you put on your check or with your money 
 what you are sponsoring and what week or month 

or want to sponsor. 
 

Any questions or concerns, always feel free to call the office 
 

443-299-6134 
OFFICE HOURS are Tuesdays and Thursdays 



NEWSLETTER from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

OCTOBER 2015 
 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2015 
Jan - Charlotte Butler Jul - Ellen Priebe 

Feb - Nancy Campbell Aug - None needed 

Mar - Fred & Arlene Hildebrandt Sep - Larry & Lynne Strausser 

April - Kisner Family Oct - Myers Family 

May - Charlotte Butler Nov - Eckels Family 

Jun - Jeff & Elaine McClean Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Oct 11 Sun, Mar 13 

 Sun, Nov 8 Sun, Apr 10 

 Sun, Dec 13 Sun, May 8 

 Sun, Jan 10 Sun, Jun 12 

 Sun, Feb 14 Sun, Jul 10 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


