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LOVE OF GOD...LOVE FOR ALL 

“Love your enemies and do good 

to those who hate you”. -Matthew 5:44 
 
This morning, I was watching the news on TV and 
there appeared a story about a rally of Buddhist 
monks and nuns in Myanmar (also known as Burma). 
These Buddhist clerics were rallying to ensure that the 
minority Muslim population in Burma, descendants of 
fishermen from Indonesia who have lived in Burma for 
centuries, were denied basic rights. Their leader, 
Ashin Wirathu openly refers to these Muslim’s 
Burmese as “the enemy”. Frankly, it was shocking to 
see a religious leader promoting religious strife, 
hatred and sectarianism. 
 
All true faiths, born of God, are religions of peace. The 
Bible teaches that there is one God who loves all of us 
as parents love a child, their own flesh and blood. 
Scripture says “Whoever claims to love God and hates 
a brother or sister is a liar, for whoever does not love 
their brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen” (1 John 4:30). 
Jesus said “and your neighbor as yourself” and went 
on to talk about Samaritans who were the Muslim of 
his day and age. 
 
We are all programmed to be clannish. We are 
comfortable with people like us and suspicious of 
those unlike us. Perhaps this had survival value as we 
evolved as a human species, but this tendency among 
us has terrible consequences. 
 
Right now our brothers and sisters in Europe are 
struggling with the issue of how to respond to the 
refugees which are clamoring for refuge there. We 

can certainly understand. Some of the ISIS fighters 
are from Britain and France and there are radical 
Islamic clerics in those nations preaching race 
hatred and intolerance. Europeans wonder “Are 
we simply inviting more trouble by allowing these 
people in?” It is a real concern, and there are 
tangible risks. 
 
Yet, God gives us a vision of how our life would be 
lived if we could trust God wholeheartedly. Isaiah 
said it best. “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the baby goat, the calf 
and the lion and the yearling together, and a little 
child shall lead them… They will neither harm nor 
destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea”. Isaiah 11:6 & 9. It is hard 
not to be drawn to this vision. Our hearts long for 
a world without violence, without hatred. 
 
God calls us to be bridge-builders, to be people 
who tear down walls and who return good for 
evil. 
 
It isn’t easy. 
 
It requires self-sacrifice, hard work and an 
override of some very foundational self-
preservation instincts. 
 
Yet, isn’t that the very definition of carrying the 
cross of Jesus Christ? 
 

Pastor John 



We have two very significant events in the life of our Congregation com-
ing up in the not too distant future! 
 

First, we will have a Congrega-
tional meeting on Sunday, December 6 be-

tween services. 
 
As you probably remember, in December of 2014 we had a 
Congregational meeting with Pr. Ed Kay from the Synod 
office where we voted to extend a two year call to Pr. 
Chasity Wiener. The time has now come to make that 'official' in calling 
Pr. Chas as our next FULL TIME Pastor at Holy Communion upon the re-
tirement of Pr. John at the end of January, 2016. 
 
While Pr. Kay has accepted a call at a parish within the Synod and will not 
be with us, Pr. Gordon Simmons will be the Synod representative at this 
meeting. It should be a brief meeting and this will be the only item on the 
agenda. Also, the Ravens are playing away- so hopefully this won't pre-
sent a problem! 
  

Second, to bring our Pastoral 
staff change full circle, we will 

have a retirement party for Pr. John on Satur-
day, February 6, 2016 at the Richlin Gardens Ball-
room! The celebration will begin at 1pm and we will 
have a wonderful opportunity to celebrate all of Pr. 
John's service in the ministry and specifically, his service here at Holy 
Communion Lutheran Church. 
 
Details will follow soon, but wanted to make sure you put this important 
event on your 2016 calendar!! 

SAVE THE DATES!!! 



HELPING THE ANIMALS 

Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to collect old 
sheets, towels, small blankets, rugs and wet and dry cat 
food (no dog food) for the animals in the Fallston Animal 
Rescue Shelter.  The shelter is located at Crossroads 
Station, 2725 Fallston Road, Fallston, MD, 410-557-6161, 
FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 

On Sunday, December 6 we will be collecting your donations.  
There will be a box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a plastic 
shaped container for your donations located in the Narthex. 
 

Up coming dates are March 6, 2016, June 5, Sept 4, December 4. 
 

Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. 

DONATION OF GLASSES AND PHONES 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box for them on top of 
the coat rack.  The glasses are refurbished and 
are given to the less fortunate who cannot afford 
glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box for them on top 
of the coat rack.  They go to Men and Women 
in our Armed Services. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

STEWARDSHIP 

In capturing our total stewardship commitment, it is es-
sential that one principle be clearly understood: EVERY-
THING belongs to God. God is the creator of all things 
visible and invisible. He created the universe, our world 

and all aspects of nature, including us. Everything that exists 
belongs to Him. 
 

In November we are going to be asked to make a monetary con-
tribution to our church for its support in 2016. In Matthew 6:19 
and again in Matthew 25:14-30, Christ warns us against hoard-
ing what God has so graciously given us. He continues this warn-
ing in Matthew 6:24 when he said “Man cannot serve both God 
and money”. 
 

This practice of giving money to the church is not something 
new. The Israelites were commanded to tithe to support the 
temple, to include the priests, the singers and the caretakers of 
the temple. In the New Testament giving for the support of the 
church was emphasized by Paul, especially for the new churches 
in Corinth, Phillipi and Macedonia. 
 

In 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 Paul provides a wonderful summary of the 
manner in which we are invited to give back to our Lord. As a 
believer our giving is a response to the gifts which God has en-
trusted us. Secondly, our spirit when giving should be willing, 
cheerful and generous (2 Corinthians 9:6-15). After all, a gener-
ous spirit of giving is the appropriate response to God for his “…
indescribable gift” of his own Son! And lastly, regarding the 
thorny topic of how much to give, pray about this and then give 
generously from your heart, recognizing all that God has given 
you and acknowledging that everything we have truly belongs 
to Him.  
 

In the coming months we will turn our attention to other non-
monetary ways we can give to our God. But for now, we need to 
attend to the monetary support of our church and its mission in 
2016. Prayerfully consider your contributions for the coming 
year. Give generously and cheerfully from your heart to reach 
out and share with the world Christ’s love.  

-Stewardship Committee 

The 2015-16 Sunday School year continues. 
 

Our first Sunday School Sunday is October 

25. 
 

Also on Sunday, 

October 25 the 

Trunk or Treat 

Halloween Event will take place 

right after the 10:15am service. 

Prizes will be awarded for best bib-

lical costume, funniest, best family, cutest, scariest and for 

the best decorated car trunk. 
 

More information about the Christ-

mas Play will be coming later.  See 

bulletin for updates. 

SEAFARERS CHRISTMAS PROJECT 

Seafarers International House is 
an agency of the ELCA, founded 
in 1873 and now serves a multi-
national, multi-faith community 
of seafarers in maritime ports on 
the North Atlantic seaboard, in-
cluding the Port of Baltimore. 
Seafarers often have a great de-
gree of loneliness, as they are 
away from their families 10 
months out of the year.  To socie-
ty, they are often invisible, yet 
they help deliver 70% of the food 

and goods we depend on for daily life. 
 

HCLC has committed to serving this ministry by providing 50 
Christmas-at-Sea satchels, which will contain a NEW sweat-
shirt, socks, t-shirt, winter cap and nuts or chocolate bar. 
These satchels are will be presented to the crew either on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day while they are out at sea 
away from their families. Exact information regarding sizes 
and quantities are listed on a sign-up sheet posted in the 
Narthex on the front windows. We would like to have all 
items to the church by SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22.  Please sign 
up now and bring your donations, so that we can begin as-
sembling these satchels. For more information, please con-
tact Sheri Hoffmann (hoffmannjs4@verizon.net) 
 

-Sheri Hoffmann 

mailto:hoffmannjs4@verizon.net


LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 
Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through service 
projects in the community while offering friendship and support to 
each other through social events. Please join us! Invite your 
friends! Our 2015 schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events 
are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the hallway. 
 

Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & Wine 
newsletter for changes to the schedule below. All activities take 
place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted. 

2015 CALENDAR 
Tuesday, Nov 10 - Hart-Miller Island, See bulletin board for details 
Tuesday. December 8 - Ballistone-Stansbury for Christmas (details 
to follow) 

2016 CALENDAR 
Tuesday, January 12 - 12 noon, Meet at Basta Pasta, Routes 152 
& 165 for lunch 
Tuesday, February 9 - Prepare and serve Pancake Supper (details 
to follow) 
Tuesday, March 8 - 12 noon, Meet at Gunpowder Lodge, Route 1 
below Mt. Vista Road for lunch 
Tuesday, April 12 - 12 noon, Shady Maple Restaurant OR 
Saturday, April 30, Servefest 
Tuesday, May 10 - 12 noon, Amish Country Cooking for lunch, 
(details to follow) 
Tuesday, June 14 - 12 noon, By the Docks, Middle River, for lunch 
Tuesday, July 12 - 12 noon, Blue Crab Restaurant, Port Deposit 
Tuesday, August 9 - 12 noon, Friendly Farm, Upperco 
Tuesday, September 13 - 12 noon, Crab Feast at church 
October ?? -Sight and Sound Theater (details to follow) 
Tuesday, November 15 - details later 
Tuesday, December 13 - 12 noon, Union Hotel, Port Deposit 

 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 
interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); Frances 
Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); Pat 
Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

SUPPLEMENTS 
Vitamin C is a water soluble vitamin that is vital 
for growth and repair of tissues in your body.  
Vitamin C is used in formation of protein used 
to make skin, tendons, ligaments, and blood 
vessels.  Vitamin C aids in healing and repairing 

cartilage, bone and teeth.  Vitamin C is not stored in the body and 
daily replacement is necessary; unused vitamin C is excreted in 
the urine.  Individuals with vitamin C deficiency may have any of 
the following signs or symptoms; anemia, bleeding gums, poor 
wound healing and increase infection, easy bruising, dry hair and 
painful joints.  Any persons with severe vitamin C deficiency 
would have scurvy. 
 

Vitamin C supplements must be taken every day.  The recom-
mended daily allowance (RDA) is 90 mg for men and 74 mg for 
women.  Side effects of vitamin C supplements include nausea, 
vomiting, indigestion, stomach cramps, and headache.  Fruits and 
vegetables provide an excellent source of vitamin C. Here is a list 
with highest source. 
Fruits  Vegetables 

cantaloupe broccoli 
citrus  brussel sprouts 
kiwi  cauliflower 
mango  green/red peppers 
papaya  spinach/turnip greens 
pineapple cabbage 

 berries  sweet/white potatoes 
 watermelon tomatoes 
 

All supplements must be discussed with physician prior to begin-
ning.  Vitamin C interactions include aluminum (in antacids), pro-
lixin (anti psychotic), chemotherapy, protease inhibitors (HIV) and 
statins (cholesterol). 
 

With blessings for continued health, 
Barb Huber RN, FCHN, CSRN 

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

I would like to form a Human Resources 
Committee for Holy Communion,  Can 
you help me in this endeavor? 

 

We have three paid staff positions (non-clergy) already and could 
be adding additional positions within the near future. At this point, 
we really don't have a concise and consistent way of keeping track 
of contracts, performing annual reviews, recommending annual 
salary changes, or developing job descriptions. 
 

Our staff does a tremendous job keeping our church running effi-
ciently and in good order; and we should be supporting them in 
every possible way. The HR committee is one way to do that. The 
positions this committee will be concerning itself with are only the 
non-clergy staff positions. 
 

Please see myself or the Pastors if you are interested in helping 
develop this new committee. 
 

Thanks in advance for your prayerful consideration! 
 

Peace! -Bob Hood 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

We are looking at making some changes in the 
Property Committee here at Holy Communion. Bill 
Plantholt has done an excellent job of keeping our 
facilities in good order; however, we have had a 
few major projects this year (the holding tank situa-

tion comes immediately to mind!) that fall outside the regular 
maintenance of our Property Committee. Because of that, Bruce 
Amrein has graciously volunteered to take the lead in capital pro-
jects (those with large monetary outlays and significant planning 
and/or bids - septic tanks, HVAC, etc.). 
 

Bill still needs the help of folks handy with their hands, brains and 
tools. A few projects along these lines that come to mind are re-
pairing the lighting of our sign at the driveway, fixing our shed 
door, etc. 
 

If you have interest in any of these areas, please see me, Bill or 
Bruce directly. Many talents are needed to keep our facilities in 
good repair and order - can you help in this calling? 
 

Thanks in advance for your prayerful consideration! 
Peace!  -Bob Hood 



BIRTHDAYS  IN  NOVEMBER 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

We are in need of more prayer 

shawls.  If you would like to 

make one, please see or email 

Barbara Barbour 

barbourbarb@gmail.com 

or Debbie Burk burkdeb-

bie5@gamil.com 

HOLY STITCHERS 
and those who like 
to knit and crochet 
are invited to join 
this group that 
meets on Mondays 
twice a month. 
 
They gather to 
make quilts for a 
variety of recipi-

ents. Some of the group stays into the afternoon to prac-
tice knitting and crocheting. Experience not required! 
Since beginning this group in September of ‘09, they have 
made 54 quilts for various organizations. 
 

Call Debbie Burk (410-574-4758) or Susan Hood (410-877
-0574) with any questions. 
 

Dates scheduled are on Mondays 9am 
 

Nov 9 & 23     Dec 7 
 

If interested just come and enjoy!! 

HOLY STITCHERS 

11-01 – Jeanette Hastings 

11-02 - Cory Flohr 

11-02 – Gail Amrein 

11-03 – Madison Tacka 

11-03 – Anna Eyler 

11-03 - Timothy Gray 

11-06 - Tyler Dix 

11-06 – Alice Oberender 

11-06 – Thomas Bagwell 

11-09 - Carl Henderson, Jr 

11-14 – Carol Jenkins 

11-17 – Sandy Fleming 

11-17 – Chris Sulin 

11-17 - Anna Seitl 

11-17 – Cody Donahue 

11-18 – David Snyder 

11-19 - Hillary Griffin 

11-20 - Pastor John Burk 

11-20 - Nancy Collins 

11-20 – Arthur Romain 

11-21 - Elyssa Hoffmann 

11-21 - Arlene Weber 

11-21 - Amber Deems 

11-23 – Diane Pfeifer 

11-24 – Charlie Rudolph 

11-24 – Jenn Snyder 

11-25 - Thelma Maisenholder 

11-25 – Nancy Murray 

11-26 – Susan Dulaney 

11-27 - Jeanette Swank-Gray 

11-28 - Molly Lynch 

11-29 - Tina Salvo 

11-30 - Kelly Clavell 

HCLC no longer keeps a food pantry avail-
able to help those in need, but will instead 
give gift certificates as needed. If you have 
food donations you would like to make, 
take them to the Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church pantry in Edgewood, or hold them 
until our Thanksgiving Food Drive. 
 

Our Thanksgiving drive is going on now until Sunday, No-
vember 22. 

FOOD PANTRY  

As we look back on what God has done in this 
ministry and look forward to what the future 
holds, we are compelled to thank him for 
your faithfulness in prayer and generous sup-
port. We are learning partnership and com-
munity in our ministry and in our new church 
and we feel those same ties of Christian unity 

with you. Thank you, Wright Family 

WRIGHT FAMILY 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

“A Vine Ripened Life, 
Spiritual Fruitfulness through Abiding in 

Christ”. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study contin-
ues on Wednesdays, 10am Contact Char-
lotte Butler with questions or to register. 

(410-931-2299) or  
email (chottsieb@comcast.net) 

 

Encroachment, sharing, fun and fellowship are some of the 
benefits that has been gained from everyone that have 
been attending Bible Study, Even if you haven't attended 
before, I invite you to attend. Allow the Holy Sprit to guide 
you. 

-Charlotte Butler 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Senior Pastor John Burk 

Pastor Chasity Wiener 

Administrative Assistant - ‘C’athy Stemmer 

Organist/Choir Director - Joan Cole (traditional) 

Contemporary Music Director - Mason Boeren 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell (Financial Secretary) 

Church Registrar - Nancy Campbell (Registrar) 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein - Vice President 

Council Member - Carl Henderson - Secretary 

Council Member - Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer 

Council Member—Bob Hood - President 

Council Member - Mary Kruelle 

Council Member - Linda Miller 

Council Member - Bill O’Connor 

Council Member  - Krystal O’Leary 

Council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Council Member - Dave Warren 

Assistant to Treasurer - Carolyn Ruth 

Altar Flowers - Lilli Rode 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 

 

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺           ☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺  

Bread & Wine Newsletter - Call office - 443-299-6134 

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

Office Hours - 9am - 4pm every Tuesday and Thursday 



Always check the bulletin board in the hall for various events 
that are being held at other churches and surrounding 
businesses.  There is committee information, bulletin sponsors 
and newsletter sign up sheets along with general information 
about HCLC. 

CHECK THE BULLETIN BOARD 

D E A D L I N E S 
SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements are due in the office by 

Tuesday afternoon by 2 o’clock 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER articles are due in the office by the 
2nd Sunday of the month. 

H O W   T O   B E   A   S P O N S O R  for 
 

BULLETINS, NEWSLETTERS AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 

SIGN UP SHEETS are on the BULLETIN BOARD in the hall. 
 

Bulletins are $10 
 

Newsletters are $40 
 

and 
 

Children’s Bulletins are $10 
 

All checks or money can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Make sure you put on your check or with your money 
 what you are sponsoring and what week or month 

or want to sponsor. 
 

Any questions or concerns, always feel free to call the office 
 

443-299-6134 
OFFICE HOURS are Tuesdays and Thursdays 



NEWSLETTER from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

NOVEMBER  2015 
 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2015 
Jan - Charlotte Butler Jul - Ellen Priebe 

Feb - Nancy Campbell Aug - None needed 

Mar - Fred & Arlene Hildebrandt Sep - Larry & Lynne Strausser 

April - Kisner Family Oct - Myers Family 

May - Charlotte Butler Nov - Eckels Family 

Jun - Jeff & Elaine McClean Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Nov 8 Sun, Apr 10 

 Sun, Dec 13 Sun, May 8 

 Sun, Jan 10 Sun, Jun 12 

 Sun, Feb 14 Sun, Jul 10 

 Sun, Mar 13 Sun, Aug 14 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


