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“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 

not give to you as the world gives. Do not let  

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”—

John 14:27 

Like most of you, I suppose, I have been almost sick 
about the attacks on the people of Paris and the 
senseless murder of 20 people at the Radisson Hotel 
in Mali. It is hard to fathom, to understand how 
someone could randomly, wantonly kill another 
human being in such cold blood. All of these assassins 
were young men who should have been looking 
forward to starting families and making their 
contributions to life. Instead they were seduced by 
evil doers into becoming monsters. It chills the blood. 
 
Understandably, the whole world feels threatened 
and as a result these attacks created a very defensive 
“siege” mentality. The Europeans are saying “No 
more Syrian, Iraqi or Afghani refugees”. We are right 
behind them, naturally. Who would want to invite 
terrorists to slip into our nation to do us harm? We 
all remember the trauma of September 11. 
 
Yet, we all live in an interconnected world. The fact 
that ISIS is in Syria and Iraq is in part the result of the 
war on terror that we, the US, generated in response 
to our 9/11 attacks. I say this not to impugn President 
Bush; the whole country felt like we needed to 
respond to 9/11, but fourteen years later, in 
hindsight everyone wonders “are we any safer now?” 
 
The United States, I believe, does have a special place 
in history. We were the first real democracy. All over 
South America for example, one finds an “Avenida 
George Washington” in the heart of capital cities. It is 
a tribute and a reminder to all that the US stands “for 
liberty and justice for all”. I believe God has called us 

to lead the world into a new day of light. As with 
all “crosses” this calling comes with a decidedly 
heavy weight. 
 
ISIS is no more representative of Islam than Pastor 
Fred Phelps of the Westboro Baptist Church in 
Kansas is of Christendom. The FBI calls this 
“church” a hate group because of its hatred 
toward gays, Muslims and Jews. Like ISIS they 
“cherry pick” verses of Holy Scripture and spin 
them into a pre-conceived ideological and largely 
incoherent message of hate and aggression. 
 
The Islamic scholarly community has denounced 
ISIS since 2014. I am enclosing a list of “24 points” 
in a document called “Executive Summary”. If you 
google “Open letter to Baghdadi” you will be able 
to see just who these scholars are. They are a 
“Who’s Who” of Islamic scholars and leaders, 
equivalent to having the faculties of leading 
Christian and Jewish seminaries, the College of 
Cardinals and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
issuing a joint statement. 
 
As Christian people we are called to believe and to 
preach that God controls all things and that God 
wills peace for the world. It is an astounding 
message and, given the reality of evil in the world, 
it is no wonder that our faith can be shaken. Yet, it 
is God's message and this message defines us. As 
people of the cross, as people who belong to this 
God, we are called to embrace the cause of peace 
and to show compassion - even and especially 
when it is difficult to do. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor John 

 
“Executive Summary” is on the next page. 



Executive Summary 

1.  It is forbidden in Islam to issue fatwas without all the necessary learning requirements. Even then fatwas must 

follow Islamic legal theory as defined in the Classical texts. It is also forbidden to cite a portion of a verse from the 

Qur’an—or part of a verse—to derive a ruling without looking at everything that the Qur’an and Hadith teach related 

to that matter. In other words, there are strict subjective and objective prerequisites for fatwas , and one cannot 

‘cherry-pick’ Qur’anic verses for legal arguments without considering the entire Qur’an and Hadith. 

2.  It is forbidden in Islam to issue legal rulings about anything without mastery of the Arabic language. 

3.  It is forbidden in Islam to oversimplify Shari’ah matters and ignore established Islamic sciences. 

4.  It is permissible in Islam [for scholars] to differ on any matter, except those fundamentals of religion that all Muslims 

must know. 

5.  It is forbidden in Islam to ignore the reality of contemporary times when deriving legal rulings. 

6.  It is forbidden in Islam to kill the innocent. 

7.  It is forbidden in Islam to kill emissaries, ambassadors, and diplomats; hence it is forbidden to kill journalists and aid 

workers. 

8.  Jihad in Islam is defensive war. It is not permissible without the right cause, the right purpose and without the right 

rules of conduct. 

9.  It is forbidden in Islam to declare people non-Muslim unless he (or she) openly declares disbelief. 

10.  It is forbidden in Islam to harm or mistreat—in any way—Christians or any ‘People of the Scripture’. 

11.  It is obligatory to consider Yazidis as People of the Scripture. 

12.  The re-introduction of slavery is forbidden in Islam. It was abolished by universal consensus. 

13.  It is forbidden in Islam to force people to convert. 

14.  It is forbidden in Islam to deny women their rights. 

15.  It is forbidden in Islam to deny children their rights. 

16.  It is forbidden in Islam to enact legal punishments (hudud) without following the correct procedures that ensure 

justice and mercy. 

17.  It is forbidden in Islam to torture people. 

18.  It is forbidden in Islam to disfigure the dead. 

19.  It is forbidden in Islam to attribute evil acts to God. 

20.  It is forbidden in Islam to destroy the graves and shrines of Prophets and Companions. 

21.  Armed insurrection is forbidden in Islam for any reason other than clear disbelief by the ruler and not allowing 

people to pray. 

22.  It is forbidden in Islam to declare a caliphate without consensus from all Muslims. 

23.  Loyalty to one’s nation is permissible in Islam. 

24.  After the death of the Prophet, Islam does not require anyone to emigrate anywhere. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS STEWARDSHIP 

If you have not turned in your 

“Time, Talents and Treasures” 

commitment card yet, please do so 

as soon as you can. 

Its never too late to make your 

commitment. 

Call the office if you need a 

commitment card. 

UNCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

4th Sundays of the Month - Sunday 

School Sunday 

 

Sunday, February 14 - First Sunday of Lent 

 

Sunday, March 20 - Palm Sunday 

 

Sunday, March 27 - Easter Sunday 

 

Sunday, May 8 - Mother’s Day 

 

Sunday, June 19 - Father’s Day 
Saturday, February 6, 2016 at the Richlin 
Gardens Ballroom! The celebration will 
begin at 1pm. The cost per person is $35 
adults, $20 child 12 and under. There will 
be a cash bar and appetizers, buffet, 
dessert, coffee and tea. A flyer will be out 

soon on how to reserve your spot. Mark your 2016 
calendar! 

CELEBRATION BANQUET FOR PR. JOHN  

Please share with Holy Communion our 
thanks for the bounty of 57 Christmas 
gifts and other items for the Port of 
Baltimore Christmas at Sea 2015 
program. Many of the seafarers we 
meet spend only one Christmas in seven 
with their families, so gifts such as yours 
are welcome reminders that someone 
cares about them and appreciates what 
they do on our behalf. Seafarers’ year-

round concerns in 2015 have included isolation, hurricanes, 
Mediterranean refugees at sea, late pay, elimination of 
some jobs, and requests for prayers for their families. We 
appreciate your generosity as we work to brighten crews’ 
lives. 
We deeply appreciate your helping the Baltimore 
International Seafarers' Center and Seafarers & 
International House in this ministry. Please keep seafarers in 
your prayers.  
 

Faithfully, The Rev. Mary Davisson 

SEAFARER MINISTRY UPDATE 

WRIGHT FAMILY 

2016 looks to be a busy and exciting year for us. We 
hope to transition from language learning to full-
time ministry. We have welcomed two new 
missionary families to the field in 2015 and are 
helping them to transition. Dan will be learning the 
business manager position this upcoming year and 

working hard to prioritize. We hope to be joined by our first short-
term team from the States in the summer. As you can see, we have 
many ‘firsts” still ahead. We continue to trust in God for provision 
and hope. There is so much need here; we sometimes get 
overwhelmed just walking down the street. Then, we remember our 
mighty God and his faithfulness throughout the generations. Please 
continue to communicate with us. You can join our daily Facebook 
updates. If you would like to partner with us financially or raise your 
current support level, we gladly accept help with our ministry 
through your church. Thank you for your love, prayers, and support! 
 
Write to us: World Team, Wright Family, P. O. Box AC 356, 1109 
Quezon City, The Philippines 
 
Send us an email to join our Facebook Prayer Group where we post 
daily updates! 
dan.wright@worldteam.org               heidi,wright@worldteem.org 
Blog: www.speakingwhatisright.blogspot.com 
 
You can read more about the Wright Family on our web site 
holycommunionfallston.org 



LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 
Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship and 
support to each other through social events. Please join us! 
Invite your friends! Our 2016 schedule and sign up sheets for 
upcoming events are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in 
the hallway. 
 

Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

2016 CALENDAR 
Tuesday, January 12, 12 noon - Meet at Basta 
Pasta, Rtes. 152 &165 for lunch 
 
 
 

Tuesday, February 9 - Prepare and serve 
Pancake Supper (details to follow) 
 
 
 

Tuesday, March 8, 12 noon - Meet at 
Gunpowder Lodge, Rte. 1 below Mt. Vista Road 
for lunch 
 
 
 

Tuesday, April 12, 12 noon - Shady Maple Restaurant OR 
Saturday, April 30, Servefest 
 
 

Tuesday, May 10, 12 noon - Amish Country Cooking for lunch 
(details to follow) 
 
 

Tuesday, June 14, 12 noon - By the Docks, Middle River, for 
lunch 
 
 

Tuesday, July 12, 12 noon - Blue Crab Restaurant, Port Deposit 
 
 

Tuesday, August 9, 12 noon - Friendly Farm, Upperco 
 
 

Tuesday, September 13, 12 noon - Crab Feast at church 
 
 

October 18 - (third Tuesday of the month) -11am- Sight and 
Sound Theater  - “Samson” -cost approx. $70.00, Lunch 2pm at 
Hershey Farms, car pool from church 9am 
 

Tuesday, November 15, 12 noon (third Tuesday of month) - 
Vandiver Inn - Havre de Grace 
 

Tuesday, December 13, 12 noon - Union Hotel, Port Deposit 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 
interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); Frances 
Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); Pat 
Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

SUPPLEMENTS - VITAMIN E 

Vitamin E is a fat soluble powerful anti oxidant 
that helps protect cell membranes against 
damage. Vitamin E is essential for structural 
and functional maintenance of muscles 

(skeletal, cardiac, & smooth).  Vitamin E assists with 
proper function of organs.  Vitamin E may be helpful in 
treating diabetes, anemia, Alzheimer’s, bladder cancer, 
Parkinson’s and rheumatoid arthritis. Vitamin E may be 
useful in preventing heart disease, cancer, and eye 
related diseases from diabetes. 
 
Vitamin E deficiency is rare and a daily supplement 
dose of 15 mg is recommended in adults. Vitamin E is 
unsafe in high doses and you should not take more 
than 400 iu/day.  High doses may cause serious side 

effects; nausea, diarrhea, stomach cramps, 
fatigue, headache, blurred vision, rash, 
bruising, and bleeding. 
 
The best food choices for Vitamin E include 
vegetable oils, avocados, spinach, sunflower 

seeds, dry roasted nuts, kiwi, mango and tomatoes. 
 
Supplements should be discussed with physician prior 
to beginning.  Vitamin E may interact with 
cyclosporine, statins, allegra, chemotherapy, and anti-
coagulants. 
  
For additional information please see 
www.mayoclinic.org and www.webmd.com. 

With blessings for continued health, 
Barb Huber RN, FCHN, CSRN 

THANKSGIVING FOOD 

The people of Holy Communion have 
stepped up to the plate once again. 
Following are some comments from one of 
our Thanksgiving drivers after having made 
their delivery. 
 

"The mother was amazed by the volume of food 
and very thankful! Quite rewarding for me. I, too, 
am amazed at how much food there was. And 
turkeys and fresh fruit and necessary items. Wow! 
Once again." 

-Barbara Barbour 

http://www.mayoclinic.org/
http://www.webmd.com/


BIRTHDAYS  IN  JANUARY 

HELPING THE ANIMALS 

Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to collect old 
sheets, towels, small blankets, rugs and wet and dry 
cat food (no dog food) for the animals in the Fallston 
Animal Rescue Shelter.  The shelter is located at 
Crossroads Station, 2725 Fallston Road, Fallston, MD, 
410-557-6161, FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 

On Sunday, December 6 we will be collecting your donations.  
There will be a box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a 
plastic shaped container  for your donations located in the 
Narthex. 
 

Up coming dates are March 6, 2016, June 5, September 4, 
December 4. 
 

Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. 

DONATION OF GLASSES AND PHONES 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box for them on 
top of the coat rack.  The glasses are 
refurbished and are given to the less 
fortunate who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box for them 
on top of the coat rack.  They go to Men 
and Women in our Armed Services. 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

We are in need of more prayer shawls.  If you 
would like to make one, please see or call 
Barbara Barbour or Debbie Burk. 

HOLY STITCHERS and 
those who like to knit and 
crochet are invited to join 
this group that meets on 
Mondays twice a month.  
They gather to make 
quilts for a variety of 
recipients. Some of the 

group stays into the afternoon to practice knitting 
and crocheting. Experience not required! Since 
beginning this group in September of ‘09, they have 
made 54 quilts for various organizations. 
 
Call Debbie Burk (410-574-4758) or Susan Hood 
(410-877-0574) with any questions. 
 

Dates scheduled are on Mondays 9am 
 

Jan 11, 25; Feb 8, 22 
Mar 14, 28; Apr 11, 25 
May 9, 23; Jun 13, 27 

 
If interested just come and enjoy!! 

HOLY STITCHERS 

01-01 – Lilli Rode 

01-01 – David Warren 

01-01 – Amanda Dorsey 

01-01 – Travis Tudor 

01-02 - Ron Weber 

01-05- - Lauren Herzog 

01-06 – Lillian Lane 

01-07 – Robert Reed 

01-08 – Jackson Schissler 

01-08 – Christine Schneider 

01-09 - Laurie Adams 

01-09 - Debbie Haack 

01-10 - Ruth McKenny 

01-12 - Gary Gray 

01-12 – Mason Pennington 

01-12 – Lee Lefkowitz 

01-13 - Debbie Kisner 

01-13 – Marquita Mangold 

01-13 – Carmen Thanner 

01-13 – Lillian Gregory 

01-16 – Denise Merrifield 

01-17 - Barbara Moore 

01-18 - Judy Jones 

01-20 - Matt Ebsworth 

01-21 – Kelly Kesinger 

01-23 – Stephanie Appel 

01-23 – Charlie Plott 

01-24 – Tony Giordano 

01-25 - Debbie Burk 

01-28 – Penny Sadler-Vocke 

01-29 – Nathan Reed 

01-29 – Matthew Glock 

01-29 – Sue Phillips 

01-30 - Tom Sullens 

01-31 - Holly Dix 

01-31 – Larry Brant 

01-31 – Shawn Pennington 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

“A Vine Ripened Life, 
Spiritual Fruitfulness through Abiding in Christ”. 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study continues on 
Wednesdays, 10am. Contact Charlotte Butler (410
-931-2299) or email (chottsieb@comcast.net) 
with questions or to register.  

 

Encroachment, sharing, fun and fellowship are some of the 
benefits that has been gained from everyone who has  been 
attending Bible Study. Even if you haven't attended before, I 
invite you to attend. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. 

 

-Charlotte Butler 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Senior Pastor - John Burk 

Pastor Chasity Wiener 
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Music Director - Mason Boeren (Contemporary) 
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Council Member—Debbie Mueller 

Council Member - Bill O’Connor 

Council Member  - Krystal O’Leary 

Council Member—Marianne Otten 
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Bread & Wine Newsletter - Call office - 443-299-6134 

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

Office Hours - 9am - 4pm every Tuesday and Thursday 



Always check the bulletin board in the hall for various events 
that are being held at other churches and surrounding 
businesses.  There is committee information, bulletin sponsors 
and newsletter sign up sheets along with general information 
about HCLC. 

CHECK THE BULLETIN BOARD 

D E A D L I N E S 
SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements are due in the office by 

Tuesday afternoon by 2 o’clock 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER articles are due in the office by the 
2nd Sunday of the month. 

H O W   T O   B E   A   S P O N S O R  for 
 

BULLETINS, NEWSLETTERS AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 

SIGN UP SHEETS are on the BULLETIN BOARD in the hall. 
 

Bulletins are $10 
 

Newsletters are $40 
 

and 
 

Children’s Bulletins are $10 
 

All checks or money can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Make sure you put on your check or with your money 
 what you are sponsoring and what week or month 

or want to sponsor. 
 

Any questions or concerns, always feel free to call the office 
 

443-299-6134 
OFFICE HOURS are Tuesdays and Thursdays 



NEWSLETTER from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

JANUARY  2016 
 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2016 
Jan -  Jul -  

Feb -  Aug - None needed 

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May -  Nov -  

Jun -  Dec -  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 10 Sun, Jun 12 

 Sun, Feb 14 Sun, Jul 10 

 Sun, Mar 13 Sun, Aug 14 

 Sun, Apr 10 Sun, Sep 11 

 Sun, May 8 Sun, Oct 9 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


