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Right now, at the time of my writing you, I am sitting alone in a darkened 
house. It is quiet—eerily quiet. We had just endured a miserable storm with 
high winds and crashing lightening. We even had continuous rolls of 
thunder, which seems unusual for late February. The girls and I were at 
church when the brunt of the storm seemed to have swallowed Fallston 
entirely, its torrential rain punishing anyone who dared to challenge the 
elements. 
 

When the girls and I arrived home just after nine o’clock from Lenten 
worship, we thought most of the worst was behind us—the rains had 
softened and our porch light greeted us safely home. We no longer got into 
our front door when the power went out. Delaney screamed in fear and 
Haleigh became worried, nervously asking if the tornado watch was still in 
effect. We scrambled for light—anything that would break through the 
darkness. Even the dogs seem to have a sense of unrest, either pacing and 
heavily panting when I stand still or following me around from room to 
room, feeling my way through the dark. 
 

I have a few candles lit in carefully designated places and—maybe it’s just 
me psyching myself out—the dancing shadows seem much more haunting 
than mesmerizing. I wish Phil was home. Were the doors locked? Where 
were those extra flashlights? 

 

Is this what that very first Easter predawn felt like? 
 

But before we get to Easter, you remember the Sunday before, right? It’s 
Palm Sunday, a joyous and bright Sunday with little storms in sight! We 
wave palm branches shouting, “Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the Highest!” We welcome Jesus into Jerusalem riding a colt as 
some kind of royal procession. It’s a good feeling kind of-day… 
 

From there, we enter into Holy Week where we encounter the Triduum, or 
Three Holy Days, of Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday (when 
the tradition of an overnight Easter vigil 
is kept).  Just look at this beautiful 
graphic, which visually depicts Palm 
Sunday to Easter Sunday and you will 
see how quickly things turn south on 
the roller coaster ride to Easter (the 
Triduum would be the middle part, 
between the joyous Sunday bookends). 
 

On Maundy Thursday, Jesus has a groovy dinner party with his disciple 
friends where he lovingly becomes servant to them by washing their dirty 
feet.  It’s a good day. 
 

In just a quick side step, Good Friday hardly seems fit to be called “good,” as 
Judas betrays Jesus and Peter denies knowing him at all (not once, but 
thrice!). Yet, worse still, Jesus ends this day badly beaten, naked, ridiculed, 
spat upon, and nailed to the cross and writhing in pain. The storms are 
rolling in…and maybe it feels like the winds are whirling so quickly that they 
are somehow mixing heaven and earth into a sacred-secular swirl. These 
storms seem to have swallowed Jerusalem entirely. Jesus’ final words of “It 
is finished” become the start to a torrential downpour of heaviness, soaking 
all. Jesus dies.   

 

Now think how dismal the next day must have felt when the 
inoculated shock of it all starts to wear off and reality’s pain sets in: 
What was once good is now no longer; what was once beautiful, 
became bloodied and beaten. The heaviness of death seemed to 
blacken the room into total darkness, much like a sealed tomb also 
encased the darkness. Perhaps for some of the disciples, when the 
mind’s phantom cries of Jesus quieted from the events of the day 
before, they thought that the worst was behind them. Others 
worried that if an innocent man was sentenced to death, how 
could any of them truly be safe? Were the doors locked? Where 
are those extra lights? 
 

Is this what that very first Easter predawn felt like? 
 

I don’t know, actually…but I ponder over this question a lot…and 
other questions like it: “Why did Jesus have to die?” “Why do bad 
things happen to good people?” “Why do so many storms settle 
over those who are already so drenched?’ It is the Triduum storm 
amidst the Easter story, and maybe you have endured a few 
blackouts where hope and joy seemed swallowed by the darkness. 
 

Here is the Good News: we already know how the story ends! We 
are post-resurrection people!  Even the darkest night will end and 
the sun will rise again. “I will not cause pain without allowing 
something new to be born, says the Lord” (Isaiah 66:9). This 
birthing process can certainly feel like the Easter predawn. It is a 
holy ground, because that predawn storm is exactly where God 
draws near. It is where the veil between heaven and earth is so 
thin and winds are mixing heaven and earth into a sacred-secular 
swirl. 
 

As we enter into Holy Week, I encourage you to embrace the 
Triduum by experiencing the richness of Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday worship (We all play a guilty hand as we strip the altar 
on Maundy Thursday to signify Jesus being stripped of his clothes. 
Then, we return on Good Friday in an emotional Tenebrae service 
at St. Marks that recreates the emotional aspects of the Passion. 
The service ends in darkness with a booming sound that 
symbolizes the thunder and quake of the earth at the death of 
Jesus and the sealing of the tomb). Like the visual—if we only get 
to see the bookends (Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday) then we 
miss everything in the middle, and it is hard for us to fully embrace 
the magnitude of Easter, the crown jewel of our faith. 
 

Finally, I stumbled across this quote the other day: “When a life is 
full of joy, death can only be full of pain. When a life is full of pain, 
death is its only joy; this is the contrast that life brings us” (from 
the book A Shattered Mind). Perhaps this is the beauty of the 
Triduum, too—that is, to honor the contrasts that life brings us so 
we can be confident that “the light shines in the darkness…and the 
darkness has not overcome it”—whether it be in the storms of our 
life or if it is in death itself. He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Pastor Chas 
 
Image credit: http://churchdays.com/church-seasons/the-season-
of-easter-eastertide/ 

BLACKOUT: THE HIGHS AND LOWS TO EASTER 

http://churchdays.com/church-seasons/the-season-of-easter-eastertide/
http://churchdays.com/church-seasons/the-season-of-easter-eastertide/


 
Palm Sunday Worship 

Sunday, March 20 
8:30am & 10:15am 

 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Moonbounce right after 
the 10:15am worship 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Maundy Thursday Service 
March 24, 7:30pm 

 
 
 

Tenebrae Service at 
St. Mark Catholic Church 
Friday, March 25, 7:30pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
March 27 

Services 8:30am and 10:15am 

 
H O L Y   W E E K   S C H E D U L E 



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Wow, I can not believe it is March already, this year is 

flying by. I don't know about you but I am ready 

for some warmer weather and no more snow! 

Even though we are over halfway through our 

Sunday School year the children are still busy 

at work and still have a lot to do. In the April 

newsletter I will have a list of all upcoming events for the 

remainder of the year (last day of Sunday School, pins/

certificates to students and teacher appreciation). 
 

UNCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

Please mark your calendar 
 

4th Sundays of the Month - Sunday School Sunday 
 

Sunday, March 13th - Daylight savings - spring forward 
 

Sunday, March 20 - Palm Sunday/Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Sunday, March 27 - Easter Sunday 
 

Sunday, May 8 - Mother’s Day 
 

Sunday, June 19 - Father’s Day 

Theresa Perkins, SS Coordinator 

Our last discussion on 
stewardship was about monetary 
giving to support the church and 
its mission. However, 
stewardship is more than simply 
giving money to the church; it 
includes giving to good causes 
that will help bring salvation to 
the world and provide care to 
those in need. It also includes the 

way we earn our money and the ways we spend it, as well 
as how we use our time and the individual talents that God 
has given each of us. Jesus reminds us in Matthew 6 that we 
are not to store up our treasures here on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal. We 
are urged to store our treasures in heaven. The word 
treasure can be interpreted many ways. In the context of 
stewardship, however, time, talents, and resources are the 
treasures that man possesses. Portions of these should be 
offered directly to God and to His work in the world and 
here at our own church. Scripture cautions us that wherever 
our treasure is our heart will also be. 
 
One of the treasures that God has given us is time. We all 
have the same amount of time to spend each and every day. 
and in recreation are gifts from God. Christians should also 
strive to use some of their time participating in church 
services and church-sponsored activities, as well as 
supporting and helping their communities. Some examples 
within the church are teaching Sunday school; participating 
in bible studies; serving on church council; participating in 
choir; acting as lectors, ushers or greeters; supporting 
Lutheran World Relief, etc. Sonic examples of helping in the 
community and in the world are providing meals for shut-
ins; helping with food drives; volunteering for Serve fest and 
supporting other worthwhile charities worldwide. 
 
God has blessed us with certain abilities which we must be 
willing to share. Everyone has been given a talent in order to 
serve our Lord and God intends for us to use these talents in 
service to Him and others. We are invited to identity our 
unique talents and commit ourselves to developing these 
skills and then using them for the work God intended. 
 
In conclusion, stewardship does not require that all one’s 
resources, time or talents be given to the Church. However 
stewardship is about the proportional giving and the use of 
all treasures in a proper manner. How much a person gives 
is an individual decision between them and God. 
Selfishness, however, indicates a lack of commitment to god 
and His Church. Remember that everything we possess 
already belongs to God and is simply “on lean” to us. 
 

STEWARDSHIP IN THE CHURCH ARTICLE 2 LENTEN SCHEDULE 

On Wednesdays  March 9, 16 at 6:30pm. Come and take 
part in some discussions for your health.    Service at 
7:30pm 
 
3/9: Stress Mess. We all deal with stress on a daily basis. 
In this workshop we will learn 
the how pressure points on our 
body can help diffuse stress as 
well as basic relaxation 
techniques to cope with the 
stress mess. Presented by Susan 
Dulaney, Reiki Master and 
Massage Therapist. 
 

3/16: Sneaking in Your Fruits and 
Veggies. Do you eat enough fruit 
and veggies? Then let’s try 
drinking them! If you are looking 
to increase your (or your 
children’s) fruit and veggie 
consumption, then join us for a 
special, hand-on juicing and 
smoothie making workshop. 

Sample (and receive) recipe ideas to take home for both 
veggie/fruit lovers and picky-eaters. Presented by Shawn 
and Eva Pennington, Juice Gurus. 



LOVIN’ LIFE SENIORS 
Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship and 
support to each other through social events. Please join us! 
Invite your friends! Our 2016 schedule and sign up sheets for 
upcoming events are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in 
the hallway. 
 

Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

2016 CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday, March 8, 12 noon - Meet at Meet at 
Gunpowder Lodge, Rte. 1 below Mt. Vista Road 
for lunch 
 
 
 

Tuesday, April 12, 12 noon - Shady Maple 
Restaurant OR Saturday, April 30, Servefest 
 
 

Tuesday, May 10, 12 noon - Amish Country 
Cooking for lunch (details to follow) 
 
 

Tuesday, June 14, 12 noon - By the Docks, Middle River, for 
lunch 
 
 

Tuesday, July 12, 12 noon - Blue Crab Restaurant, Port Deposit 
 
 

Tuesday, August 9, 12 noon - Friendly Farm, Upperco 
 
 

Tuesday, September 13, 12 noon - Crab Feast at church 
 
 

October 18 - (third Tuesday of the month) -11am- Sight and 
Sound Theater  - “Samson” -cost approx. $70.00, Lunch 2pm at 
Hershey Farms, car pool from church 9am 
 

Tuesday, November 15, 12 noon (third Tuesday of month) - 
Vandiver Inn - Havre de Grace 
 

Tuesday, December 13, 12 noon - Union Hotel, Port Deposit 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 
interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); Frances 
Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); Pat 
Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

THRIVENT 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

 
Thrivent Choice® participants 
have thousands of options … 

but they chose you. 
 
Based on their recommendations, Holy Communion Lutheran 
Church received $623 in 2015. 
 
The Thrivent Choice program helps Thrivent members make a 
positive impact in their communities. 

Glucosamine and Chondroitin both are 
naturally occurring substances taken 
together for osteoarthritis or 
d e g en e ra t i v e  jo i nt  d i s ea s e.  
Glucosamine is a sugar protein that 
helps build cartilage; it is naturally 
found in bone marrow and shellfish.  
Chondroitin is a substance formed from 
sugar chains and found in shark 
cartilage.  The combined two is a 

popular alternative supplement used to improve joint flexibility 
and pain. 
 
Medical research has repeatedly demonstrated little or know 
benefit from Glucosamine Chondroitin combination. The FDA has 
not approved the supplement for medicinal purposes. The FDA 
does not regulate the supplement and manufacturing is non- 
standardized; this means that side effects and how the product 
works may differ from one brand to another. However, many 
individuals continue to take the supplements; spending millions.   
 
Do not make a decision to take Glucosamine and Chondroitin with 
out discussing it with your physician.   Avoid the supplement if you 
are taking Coumadin, your allergic to shellfish, have diabetes, high 
blood pressure or a bleeding disorder. The recommended dose is 
Glucosamine 1500 mg (500mg 3X each day) and Chondroitin 1200 
mg (400mg 3X each day). 
 

With blessings for continued health, 
Barb Huber RN, CSRN, FCHN 

Glucosamine and Chondroitin 

Our WEBSITE has new videos and new pictures have been 
added to our gallery, including moments from Pastor John’s 
dinner. Go to www.HolyCommunionFallston.org and you can 
enjoy the latest news, upcoming events, as well as listen to 
sermons. Thanks to Bruce Amrein and Cathy Stemmer, whose 
work creates our digital presence in the community--in 
today’s world, that’s vital for evangelism! Our website 
provides news to members and an invitation/first-impression 
to guests, who “check us out” online before deciding to visit. 

WE’VE UPDATED OUR WEBSITE  

WRIGHT FAMILY 

Please don’t forget about out missionaries to The Philippines.  You can 
read their latest newsletter at 
http://www.HolyCommunionFallston.org/docs/outreach/wrights.htm   
Click on "Read their newsletters" 

http://www.holycommunionfallston.org


BIRTHDAYS  IN  MARCH 

HELPING THE ANIMALS 
Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to collect old 
sheets, towels, small blankets, rugs and wet and dry cat 
food (no dog food) for the animals in the Fallston 
Animal Rescue Shelter.  The shelter is located at 
Crossroads Station, 2725 Fallston Road, Fallston, MD, 
410-557-6161, FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 
On Sunday, March 6 we will be collecting your donations.  There will be 
a box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a plastic shaped container  
for your donations located in the Narthex. 
 
Up coming dates are June 5, September 4, December 4. 
 
Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 

-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement. 

DONATION OF GLASSES AND PHONES 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box for them on 
top of the coat rack.  The glasses are 
refurbished and are given to the less 
fortunate who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box for them on top of 
the coat rack.  They go to Men and Women in 
our Armed Services. 
 

Broken phones are accepted also. For every 
one phone there are 3 call home cards given 
out.  Please support our Armed Forces. 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

We are in need of more prayer shawls.  If you 
would like to make one, please see or call 
Barbara Barbour or Debbie Burk. 

HOLY STITCHERS and 
those who like to knit and 
crochet are invited to join 
this group that meets on 
Mondays twice a month.  
They gather to make 
quilts for a variety of 
recipients. Some of the 

group stays into the afternoon to practice knitting 
and crocheting. Experience not required! Since 
beginning this group in September of ‘09, they have 
made 54 quilts for various organizations. 
 
Call Debbie Burk (410-574-4758) or Susan Hood 
(410-877-0574) with any questions. 
 

Dates scheduled are on Mondays 9am 
 

Mar 14, 28; Apr 11, 25 
May 9, 23; Jun 13, 27 

 
If interested just come and enjoy!! 

HOLY STITCHERS 

03-02 - Bea Sherrill 

03-02 – Kelly Bark 

03-03 – Diana Appel 

03-03 - Vanessa Perkins 

03-04 – Craig Bark 

03-04– Arlene Hildebrandt 

03-04 – Evan Snyder 

03-05 – Liam Thanner 

03-05 - Aidan Bowling 

03-09 - Jerry Ey 

03-10 – Janet Wirtanen 

03-11 – Heather Billings 

03-12- Fred Hildebrandt 

03-12—Christine Krieger 

03-13 – Rebecca Gaines 

03-13 – Chris Phillips 

03-14 - Justin Plott 

03-15 – Paul Airey 

03-15 - Kim Ey 

03-15 – Eric Thompson 

03-16 - Debbie Mueller 

03-17 – Diane Ogle-Sullivan 

03-19 – Paige Eyler 

03-19 – Bob Kruelle 

03-19 – Scott Taylor 

03-24 – Neil Huber 

03-24 – Eleanor Schissler 

03-26 - Kathi Parris 

03-26 – Candiss Dominick 

03-26 – Connor Miller 

03-26 – Larry Phillips 

03-27 - Nancy Campbell 

03-27 – Adrienne Smith 

03-28 - Jimmy Plantholt 

03-28 – Robert Reed 

03-28 – Ethan Smith 

03-29 – Abigail Reed 

03-30 – Noah Bark 

03-30 – Ken Horn 

03-31 - Joe Waller 

03-31 – Kimberly Deems 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

BIBLE STUDY has begun 
again on Wednesdays at 
10am. 
 

For future dates, please 
check the HCLC web site. 
 

holycommunionfallston.org 
 

The class is studying the Book of John. 
 

Call Charlotte Butler (410-931-2299) if you have any 
question  



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pastor Chasity Wiener 
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Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 
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Bread & Wine Newsletter - Call office - 443-299-6134 

ARTICLES ARE DUE ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

Office Hours - 9am - 4pm every Tuesday and Thursday 



Always check the bulletin board in the hall for various events 
that are being held at other churches and surrounding 
businesses.  There is committee information, bulletin sponsors 
and newsletter sign up sheets along with general information 
about HCLC. 

CHECK THE BULLETIN BOARD 

D E A D L I N E S 
SUNDAY BULLETIN announcements are due in the office by 

Tuesday afternoon by 2 o’clock 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER articles are due in the office by the 
2nd Sunday of the month. 

H O W   T O   B E   A   S P O N S O R  for 
 

BULLETINS, NEWSLETTERS AND CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 

SIGN UP SHEETS are on the BULLETIN BOARD in the hall. 
 

Bulletins are $10 
 

Newsletters are $40 
 

and 
 

Children’s Bulletins are $10 
 

All checks or money can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Make sure you put on your check or with your money 
 what you are sponsoring and what week or month 

or want to sponsor. 
 

Any questions or concerns, always feel free to call the office 
 

443-299-6134 
OFFICE HOURS are Tuesdays and Thursdays 



NEWSLETTER from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

MARCH  2016 
 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2016 
Jan -  Jul -  

Feb - Nancy Campbell Aug - None needed 

Mar - Jeff & Elaine McClean Sep - Larry & Lynne Strausser 

April -  Oct - Bob & Linda Myers 

May - Ellen Priebe Nov - Steve & Stephanie Eckels 

Jun - Charlotte Butler Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Mar 13 Sun, Aug 14 

 Sun, Apr 10 Sun, Sep 11 

 Sun, May 8 Sun, Oct 9 

 Sun, Jun 12 Sun, Nov 13 

 Sun, Jul 10 Sun, Dec 11 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


