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I am probably the only one in the entire world that 
absolutely loathes Charlie Brown.  Yep, you heard me: I 
cringed at “It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown!”  I try to 
distract my kids and husband when I know that “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas” is airing on television.  Lucy is pushy 
and manipulative.  Pig Pen needs a bath and (“Good 
grief!”) Charlie Brown seems to have more mental angst 
than any 8-year-old should have… 
 
…but I do have serious respect for Charles Schulz, the 
creator of Peanuts. 
 
When the African American character, Franklin, was 
introduced in the comic strip in 1969, it was both radical 
and controversial.  Race relations were tense in America 
and southern newspapers threatened to discontinue 
publishing the comic strip whenever Franklin was featured.  
In a bold move, Schulz unapologetically wrote the 
newspapers, “Let’s put it this way: Either you print it just 
the way I draw it or I quit.  How’s that?” 
 
Which brings me to another reason I seriously respect 
Charles Schulz. 
 
He also argued with CBS executives when they wanted 
Schulz to create an alternate ending to replace Linus’ 
recitation of scripture accounting Jesus’ birth.  After being 
ridiculed for his sad little tree, a frustrated Charlie Brown 
shouts, “Can’t anyone tell me what Christmas is all about?”  
Then Linus—known for his security blanket and subtle 
lisp—boldly replies, “Yes, Charlie Brown. I can tell you 
what Christmas is all about. Lights please.”  And for over a 
minute-and-a-half, timid Linus essentially recites (verbatim) 
Luke’s Gospel of the birth announcement (Luke 2:8-14).  
That’s an incredible amount of time within the context of a 
21-minute cartoon (consider how much money it takes to 
sponsor a 30-second Super Bowl commercial!). 
 

CBS executives were sure 
that religiously disenchanted 
Americans  would be 
outraged at these overt 
religious references.  Schulz 
pressured the execs to “run 

as is,” quoting production and time constraints to air the 
show that the network was already promoting, even before 
the cartoon was complete.  And, when the cartoon aired on 

December 9, 1965, Americans loved “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.”  Heck, Americans (with the exception of 
me) STILL love “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” 
 
Is it because—at the heart of all of us—we long to hear 
the story of how much God loves us?  So much that 
God would enter into our world and take on vulnerable 
human flesh?  Maybe God took a good look at us and 
saw the Peanuts characters within us all: like Lucy, we can 
be pushy and manipulative; like Pig Pen we lack 
(spiritual) hygiene and reek from sin’s filth, and—just 
maybe—buried deep within us, lives a Charlie Brown…
one who is unsure, unconfident, and full of mental angst.  
Maybe we need to hear again and again the story of how 
God rolled up God’s sleeves and “got messy”—being 
born from human womb and tissue—in order to 
intimately become involved in our brokenness and in our 
fallen creation.  God came to tell us that we are loved, 
truly, madly, and deeply…each and every one of us. 
 
…because….<ahem>  “Lights please: Jesus is born 
FOR YOU.  The birth of God Emmanuel—“God with 
us” is good news of great joy FOR YOU and for ALL 
people.  That’s what Christmas is all about.”  
 
One more thing: something extraordinary happens 
during Linus’ recitation of the Luke Gospel (and most 
people don’t even notice it).  When Linus is recounting 
the story and says, “And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear 
not…for behold!  I bring you tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to people…’” Linus drops his security blanket at 
“Fear not!”.  Linus NEVER drops his precious security 
blanket.  But, that is exactly what the Gospel message 
makes us do: invites us to loosen our tight grips from 
our own habits and false securities that we cling to in this 
life.  The Christmas message is saying, “FEAR NOT!”   
Won’t you be so bold as Linus to proclaim this good 
news to people who might need to be reminded what 
Christmas is all about?  Invite them to hear this message 
on December 24 and December 25 at our church. 
 
You know, I just might watch A Charlie Brown 
Christmas this year after all… 
 

Merry Christmas to you and yours, 
Pastor Chas 

Merry Christmas Charlie Brown 



 A note about Christmas Day Worship 
Forget the fussy Christmas Eve outfits! Detox from Christmas Day toy-binge! Stay in your pajamas 
and join us for a family friendly Christmas Day simple service of lessons and carols. Children are 
also invited to bring their favorite Christmas toy for a special blessing. Pancake breakfast hosted by 
the Wiener family immediately following... 

Introducing our very own Advent Photo Devo-
tions! Here's how to participate: Just snap a photo 
every day during Advent that depicts how you 
perceive the word of the day (creativity wel-
comed!). Then post to Facebook or Instagram 
with the tag #adventHCLC and the word of the 
day (Example: #adventHCLC #eve). You do not 
need to be a professional photographer; just 
prayerfully consider the significance of the word 
in this season of Advent and capture the many 
ways you can see God working in our world. 
Have fun! Happy Advent! 

Advent Devotion 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/adventhclc
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/eve


Lovin’ Life Seniors 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship 
and support to each other through social events. Please join 
us! Invite your friends! Our 2016 schedule and sign up sheets 
for upcoming events are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board 
in the hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month unless 
otherwise noted. 

2016 CALENDAR 
Tuesday, December 13 at noon - Union Hotel—Port Deposit - 
Carpool from church at 11am 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
Tuesday, January 10 at noon - Meet at Basta Pasta - Rte. 152 
 

Tuesday, February 21 (Third Tuesday) - 12 noon - Mamie’s 
Restaurant - Aberdeen 
 

Tuesday, March 14 at noon - Wargo’s Restaurant - Forest Hill 
 

Tuesday, April 11 at noon - Black Forest Taphouse - Fallston 
 

Tuesday, May 9 at noon - Shady Maple Restaurant—PA 
 

Tuesday, June 13 at noon - By the Docks Restaurant—Essex 
 

Tuesday July 11 at noon - Lees Landing Restaurant 
 

Tuesday, August 8 at noon - Friendly Farm Restaurant—
Upperco 
 

Tuesday, September 12 at noon - Crab Feast at church 
 

Tuesday, October 10 
 

Tuesday, November 14 
 

Tuesday, December 12 - 12 noon - Union Hotel - Port Deposit 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 
interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); Frances 
Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); 
Pat Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

New Council Members 

BERTHA DECK - My name is Bertha Deck, but I have been called 
"Bert" since the 2nd year of high school. I am 84 years old.  I have 
been a widow for almost 27 years. I have 4 grown children (2 
daughters and 2 sons); 6 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. I 
moved to Harford County 7 years ago, before that I had lived in 
Bowleys Quarters for 45 years. During that time I was a member of 
St. Matthews Lutheran Church. I have taught Sunday School, Vaca-
tion Bible School; also served as one of the worship assistants. 
 
ARLENE HILDEBRANDT - Fred and I will be married 54 years in De-
cember.  We have two adult children and three grandchildren. I am 
retired after working many years in office administration.  I enjoy a 
variety of hobbies including reading and making my own greeting 
cards.  Fred and I also enjoy traveling whenever we can.  I am look-
ing forward to serving on council. 
 
RON MICKLEY - I retired from the military after 24 years of service. 
In 1983 I became a member of First Lutheran Church in Calvert 
County. In 1987 we moved to Howard County and became mem-
bers of St. Paul's Lutheran Church. My wife (Marcia) and our two 
children, Joshua and Lauren, and I loved not only this church but 
Our pastor as well. Both of our children were confirmed there as 
well. Being on active duty, I could not always be available for ser-
vice as I was sent to various places for duty. Part of my duties in 
the service was serving as a linguist. I studied four languages, Viet-
namese, Hebrew, and Spanish. The fourth language was my minor 
in college, Russian which I studied at the University of Maryland. 
After our retirements, Marcia and I became more active in the 
church. We both served on council representing the evangelism 
committee for three years. I was a member of the men's brother-
hood helping to sponsor and serving in various events such as the 
annual corn roast, making and serving Easter breakfast for the 
members of the church. Also, I assisted the pastor in the reading of 
the Gospel and serving communion. I gave numerous temple talks 
to the congregation whenever asked to do so. We served at the 
church for 26 years. We moved to Fallston in 2014 and became 
members here that same year. 
 
DOUG MUELLER - I am a former US Marine and I was stationed in 
Hawaii as an Aviation Navigational System Electrician. I have lived 
in Harford County all my life. I currently work as a Quality Inspector 
for RailPlan International. This congregation had always had open 
arms and hearts for whom ever walked through the doors. It has 
offered so much to me and I feel it is time to give back. I look for-
ward to the challenge of helping Holy Communion to meet its mis-
sion to reach out to others and be touched like I have been. 

A Service of  
Light and Hope 

A SERVICE OF LIGHT AND HOPE will be held on Tuesday, De-
cember 13, 7pm.  Do you know someone who has recently lost a 
loved one or is going through a particularly difficult time of tran-
sition in life? If so, the holidays can be emotionally tough and 
they may need extra "TLC." If you are missing a loved one this 
Christmas, please bring a photo of your loved one to the ser-
vice.  For more info call (443-299-6134). 

One Service on 
January 1 at 

10:30am 



Hello everyone, just a note and a few updates to 
our Holy Communion Families on what’s cooking 
for fall and early winter with Youth and Family. 
 
Our Friday Night Faith 4-6

th
 grade Youth Ministry is 

back in full swing and looking to continue to bring 
on new participants. We meet for faith, fun, and fel-
lowship the first Friday of each month at 6:30-8pm.  
 

For those in our families who 
are in the 3rd grade we have re-
cently begun our newly created 
group, Illumin8. Our mission is 
to come together to find out how 
we can experience and share 
God’s light in our lives and in 

the lives of those around us. We gather for prayer, 
fellowship, and faith formation the first Sunday of 
each month from 12-1:30 pm. 
 
Emergence, our High School ministry group: The 
next scheduled event for Emer-
gence will be Saturday, De-
cember 10, 10:30am-12.  
 
Under Construction and Com-
ing soon – Faith and Family. 
This is a new endeavor for those HCLC families 
who have little ones who are in search of some 
Mom and Dad time, some ministry family time, and 
who are looking for some ideas on how to take faith 
home for the other 6 days of the week in a simple 
manageable fashion to fit your busy hectic lives as 
parents. Our first meeting for this new ministry will 
be January 7, 4-5:30 pm. More to come, but it will 
be a family opportunity, so for this session we invite 
you to bring the little ones. 
 
Collaborative Youth Ministry: This is a new ministry 

in our Harford Conference among 
our family of other ELCA Lutheran 
Churches. It has been created in a 
collaboration of the Youth and Fami-
ly Teams from St. Paul  
 

Aberdeen, Lord of Life Edgewood, Good Shepherd 
Bel Air, and HCLC. This new Youth and Family 
Ministry opportunity is an offering to gather for de-
votion, food, and fellowship each month. The four 
congregations will take turns hosting this wonderful 

Youth and Family Groups 
new endeavor each month. More to come in 
weekly emails, bulletin, and as always on 
our website. 
 
Lastly, as a grand kickoff to all of these new 
opportunities, we will be hosting a “Welcome 
December Party” for our HCLC youth and 
their families on Saturday, December 10, 6-
7:30pm. This is a chance to come out and 
be a family in a free, fun, and faithful experi-
ence. Come and meet other families who 
have teens, tweens, babies, Sr. High age 
Youth, all of the other people at HCLC who 
are just like your family. Admission will be a 
pair of adult gloves or mittens to be given 
through outreach opportunities to the Home-
less this winter. 
 
Sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4eadaf2da2fe3-we;lcome1 
 
Lastly, thank you all for this opportunity to be 
involved in the faith formation of your chil-
dren and this ministry with your families. I’m 
looking forward to this partnership in coming 
together to Share Christ Love with all of you 
and those in our surrounding communities 
through opportunities of faith, fellowship, and 
servitude 
 
Please check out our website and continue 
to check your bulletins and weekly email 
blast for upcoming events. 
 

Peace, 
Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Youth and Family Leader HCLC 

Annual Congre-

gational Meeting 

on Sunday, Jan-

uary 15 beginning at 9:35am. 

https://holtcommunionfallston.org/
https://holtcommunionfallston.org/
https://holtcommunionfallston.org/


Prayer Shawls 

We are always in need of more 
prayer shawls to give to those 
who are recovering from sur-
gery, in need additional prayer, 
etc.  If you would like to make 
one, please contact Barbara Bar-
bour (410-838-9011). 

Susan Hood, Diane Romain, Barbara Barbour, Carol 
Miller, Donna Campbell, Mae Corbin, Jean LaRosa, 
Gladys Merrifield and Pat Sadler. 
 
The Holy Stitchers have completed 79 quilts since the 
group began gathering in September of 2009 for vari-
ous organizations.  They have become more detailed 
over the years as some of the women have taken 
quilting classes or taught themselves some sophisticat-
ed patterns. 
 

The Holy Stitchers and those who like to knit and cro-
chet are invited to join this group that meets on Mon-
days twice a month.  They gather to make quilts for a 
variety of recipients. Some of the group stays into the 
afternoon to practice knitting and crocheting. Experi-
ence not required! 
 

Call Susan Hood (410-877-0574) with any questions. 
 

 
If interested just come and enjoy!! 

Holy Stitchers 

“ A Super Christmas”  
by Vanessa Unti 

 
Cast of the Christmas Play 

 Superman ............. Noah Thanner 
 Spiderman ............ Aiden Bowling 
 Wonder Woman ... Abigail Reed 
 Batgirl ...................  MacKenzie Pellerin 
 Cat Woman .......... Sadie Perkins  
  Mary ..................... Katie McCombs 
 Joseph .................. Lars Lefkowitz 
 Shepherd 1 ........... Amanda Dorsey 
 Shepherd 2 ........... Vanessa Perkins 
 She-Hawk ............. Julia Dominick 
 Invisible Women ..  Shannon Dominick 
 

The play is about superheroes who are looking for 
the new superhero that has been rumored to come 
to earth.  They are afraid they will lose their jobs.  
When they finally meet this superhero they realize 
their jobs are not in danger because this superhero 
has come to save us all from ourselves and our sins. 

Annual Christmas Play 

A Note of Thanks 
 

Hi Holy Communion, 
 

Hi everyone! I wanted to send an email and say thank you so very 
much for all the meals since my chemo started! I'm sure by now 
most of you have heard that I'm done chemo and will be starting 
radiation. While I'm sure that will make me a little tired too, I'm 
starting to feel much more like myself and getting back into a 
routine! I want you all to know how much this meant to me! It 
seriously is beyond words - for at least 3-4 months there wasn't a 
day I had to figure out dinner or make it - and that was beyond 
helpful! I'm so blessed to have all of you in my life!! I wanted to 
update that I'm taking the remaining days off the train. I think I'll 
be okay to make dinner (or order out :) and I just wanted to say 
again THANK YOU!                             -Jennifer Snyder and Family 

Join us to light our community 
Christmas tree on Sunday December 
4, 6:30pm at Fallston Methodist 
Church, Route 152. 

Christmas Tree Lighting 



Birthdays in December 

Helping the Animals 
Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to collect old sheets, 
towels, small blankets, rugs and wet and dry cat food (no dog 
food) for the animals in the Fallston Animal Rescue Shelter.  
The shelter is located at Crossroads Station, 2725 Fallston 
Road, Fallston, MD, 410-557-6161, FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 
On Sunday, December 4 we will be collecting your donations.  There will be 
a box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a plastic shaped container  for 
your donations located in the Narthex. 
 
Upcoming dates are  March 5, June 4, September 3 and December 3, 2017 
 
Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
 

-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement 

Donations of Glasses and Phones 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box above the coat 
rack.  The glasses are refurbished and are 
distributed to those who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box above the coat 
rack for your unwanted phones.  Broken 
phones are also accepted. 
 

For every one phone there are three call-
home cards given out. 
 

The phones go to Men and Women in our 
Armed Services so they can call their families. 
 

Please support our Armed Forces. 

12-03 – Bess Reed 

12-05 - Beth Griffin 

12-05 - Rachel Edsall 

12-05 - Jane Plantholt 

12-06 - Shelley Dix 

12-06 – Matthew Weaver 

12-07 - Theresa Perkins 

12-11 - Sandy Ebsworth 

12-12 – Eleanor Jacobs 

12-14 – Jeff Boeren 

12-14 – Kylie Kesinger 

12-15 - Bill Plantholt 

12-16 – Ben Thompson 

12-17 – Susan Hood 

12-18 - Jon Perkins 

12-19 – Brianna Billings 

12-19 – Marianne Otten 

12-19 – Steve Caughey 

12-19 – Ed Walton 

12-20 – Emma Snyder 

12-24 - Phil Wiener 

12-26 – Howard Seeger 

12-28 – Tara Giordano 

12-29 – Christina Thanner 

Holiday Safety 

“Tis the season to be jolly”.  This holiday season 
keep the jolly by following holiday safety tips. 
 

Turkey fryers are not recommended 
for residential use but if using a fryer 
at your home make sure the fryer is 
placed ten feet from the house, is al-
ways on a flat surface, the turkey is 
thawed and dry before placing in fry-

er, and always use mitts- fryer lid and handle are 
hot. 
 
Candles are a fire hazard in homes and 
battery operated flameless candles are 
recommended.  Candles in your home 
should never be left unattended, place 
only on stable surfaces away from any 
flammable items (curtains, etc), and al-
ways keep out of reach of children. 
 

Holiday decorations cause an esti-
mated 15,000 injuries each year. 
Christmas trees should be stable and 
supported to avoid tipping over and 
injury.  Breakable ornaments and 
ones with wire hooks should be 
placed near the top of the tree. Live 

trees should be watered regularly and checked for 
dryness.  Lights must be checked for frayed wires, 
loose connections, or broken sockets before using.  
Keep poisonous plants (mistletoe, poinsettias) out 
of reach of children and pets. When decorating 
keep doorways and walkways free of tripping haz-
ards.   
 
Driving during the holiday season is 
challenging. Parking lots are busier and 
drivers need to keep an eye out for dis-
tracted pedestrians and other drivers. 
Never drive distracted- your attention 
needs to be 100% on driving. Keep cell phones put 
away.  Always wear your seatbelt and insist all pas-
sengers are belted, even for short rides.  All projec-
tiles (large packages, hot foods, etc) should be 
stored in the trunk of the car. NEVER drink and 
drive. 
 

Wishing each of you a blessed holiday season, 
Barb Huber RN, CSRN, FCHN 
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NEWS from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

DECEMBER 2016 
 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2016 
Jan -  Jul - None Needed 

Feb - Nancy Campbell Aug - Candiss & Joe Dominick 

Mar - Jeff & Elaine McClean Sep - Larry & Lynne Strausser 

April - Susan & Bob Hood Oct - Bob & Linda Myers 

May - Ellen Priebe Nov - Steve & Stephanie Eckels 

Jun - Charlotte Butler Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Dec 11 Sun, May 14 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sept 10 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


