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Oh, 2016.  What words can adequately describe your reign?     
 
We watched as people converted their cell phones into a 
GPS-tracker to capture imaginary Pokémon Go creatures 
(our church saw increased “foot traffic” as an elusive 
Pokémon dragon “lived” by our outdoor chapel).  We read 
the horror of quiet suburban communities being terrorized 
by creepy clowns, emerging from the woods, and eerily 
watching our every move.  As a nation, we witnessed an 
election that has created so many “soundbites” in our news 
media (and late night comedy shows) that we will most 
certainly be reliving that election like old football game 
footage.   
 
We lost Hollywood greats like Prince, David Bowie, Alan 
Rickman, Florence Henderson, Carrie Fisher, George 
Michael, Debbie Reynolds, Patty Duke, and Gene Wilder (to 
name only a few). We have bid adieu to a first lady (Nancy 
Reagan) and an astronaut (Edgar Mitchell), who has a much 
different view of the celestial skies now.   
 
We rejoiced in awestruck disbelief as the Chicago Cubs won 
the 2016 World Series after a 108-year victory drought. Zika 
virus, Flint, Michigan, DAPL, a gorilla named Harambe, and 
Brexit are 2016’s newly acquired words within our 
collective, verbal lexicon.   
 

Even within our congregation, 2016 has brought countless 

joys as well as our fair share of challenges.   Like Hollywood, 

we have so many “newly-minted” saints in heaven from our 

community and surely their presence is missed.  It seems 

like we are walking alongside of many more members with 

chronic illness, cancer, and surgical recoveries.  

During this time of year, there is always a growing 
anticipation for “newness.”  2017 is but a few hours old and 
our heart anticipates the new year as a longing for a richer 
way of being in the world.  It’s why we pour our desires into 
New Year’s Resolutions to be more healthy and balanced; it 
is why we yearn for deeper impacts to fuel the work 
undone in the previous year.  January 1 is probably the 
most anticipated day for change in our living and in our 
societal circles.  As much as we resist (“hate,” even?) 
change and transition, it is as if our hearts need this 
renewal every 365 days. 

We had every bit of hope on January 1, 2016 as we do 
January 1, 2017.  We will only be able to fully assess 
2017’s prosperity on December 31 and this prosperity 
will be individually subjective.  Between now and 
December 31 there are 525,600 minutes of living and—
no surprise—some of those minutes will not be sunshine 
and rainbows. But here’s the thing: faith is not about 
everything turning out okay.  Faith is about being okay 
no matter how things turn out…because it is in those 
“less than perfect” moments that define us more than 
the perfect ones.  Like when we lose a loved one through 
a relationship schism or through death, we begin to 
understand life as fleeting and we grasp more firmly 
onto the relationships around us.  When illness strikes, 
we become even more grounded on the important 
things in life and automatically release our clutter and 
baggage (think about how easily you throw away the 
anxiety of all that you had to do today when an 
emergency or something transformative happens).  We 
rely more faithfully on the One who sustains us in this 
life.  It is as if—these defining moments—reveal more 
about us to ourselves and reveal more about God 
Emmanuel (God with us).   
 
In her book, The Interior Castle, St. Teresa of Avila (a 16th

-century Carmelite mystic) compared our soul to a castle 
made with many concentric rooms.  As we move through 
time and space and encounter these defining moments, 
it is as if we venture further into the interior castle of our 
souls and discover/unlock more rooms and pathways 
that were once hidden and unavailable to us.  It is as if 
we are naturally superficial, but life encounters the heart 
and moves us into the depths of discovery into our 
soulful being.   
 
So here’s to 2017—all bright, shiny, and full of hope.  

May it filled with moments of growth, discovery and 

joy…and the faith to be okay no matter how things turn 

out.   

Pastor Chas 

Faith in the New Year 



Lovin’ Life Seniors 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship 
and support to each other through social events. Please join 
us! Invite your friends! Our 2016-17 schedule and sign up 
sheets for upcoming events are posted on the Senior’s 
Bulletin Board in the hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
Tuesday, January 10 at noon - Meet at Basta Pasta - Rte. 152 
 

Tuesday, February 21 (Third Tuesday) - 12 noon - Mamie’s 
Restaurant - Aberdeen 
 

Tuesday, March 14 at noon - Wargo’s Restaurant - Forest Hill 
 

Tuesday, April 11 at noon - Black Forest Taphouse - Fallston 
(formerly Josef’s) 
 

Tuesday, May 9 at noon - Shady Maple Restaurant - PA 
 

Tuesday, June 13 at noon - By the Docks Restaurant - Essex 
 

Tuesday July 11 at noon - Lees Landing Restaurant 
 

Tuesday, August 8 at noon - Friendly Farm Restaurant - 
Upperco 
 

Tuesday, September 12 at noon - Crab Feast at church 
 

Tuesday, October 10 
 

Tuesday, November 14 
 

Tuesday, December 12 - 12 noon - Union Hotel - Port Deposit 
 

We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 
interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); Frances 
Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); 
Pat Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

New Council Members 

BERTHA DECK - My name is Bertha Deck, but I have been called 
"Bert" since the 2nd year of high school. I am 84 years old.  I have 
been a widow for almost 27 years. I have 4 grown children (2 
daughters and 2 sons); 6 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. I 
moved to Harford County 7 years ago, before that I had lived in 
Bowleys Quarters for 45 years. During that time I was a member of 
St. Matthews Lutheran Church. I have taught Sunday School, Vaca-
tion Bible School; also served as one of the worship assistants. 
 
ARLENE HILDEBRANDT - Fred and I will be married 54 years in De-
cember.  We have two adult children and three grandchildren. I am 
retired after working many years in office administration.  I enjoy a 
variety of hobbies including reading and making my own greeting 
cards.  Fred and I also enjoy traveling whenever we can.  I am look-
ing forward to serving on council. 
 
RON MICKLEY - I retired from the military after 24 years of service. 
In 1983 I became a member of First Lutheran Church in Calvert 
County. In 1987 we moved to Howard County and became mem-
bers of St. Paul's Lutheran Church. My wife (Marcia) and our two 
children, Joshua and Lauren, and I loved not only this church but 
Our pastor as well. Both of our children were confirmed there as 
well. Being on active duty, I could not always be available for ser-
vice as I was sent to various places for duty. Part of my duties in 
the service was serving as a linguist. I studied four languages, Viet-
namese, Hebrew, and Spanish. The fourth language was my minor 
in college, Russian which I studied at the University of Maryland. 
After our retirements, Marcia and I became more active in the 
church. We both served on council representing the evangelism 
committee for three years. I was a member of the men's brother-
hood helping to sponsor and serving in various events such as the 
annual corn roast, making and serving Easter breakfast for the 
members of the church. Also, I assisted the pastor in the reading of 
the Gospel and serving communion. I gave numerous temple talks 
to the congregation whenever asked to do so. We served at the 
church for 26 years. We moved to Fallston in 2014 and became 
members here that same year. 
 
DOUG MUELLER - I am a former US Marine and I was stationed in 
Hawaii as an Aviation Navigational System Electrician. I have lived 
in Harford County all my life. I currently work as a Quality Inspector 
for RailPlan International. This congregation had always had open 
arms and hearts for whom ever walked through the doors. It has 
offered so much to me and I feel it is time to give back. I look for-
ward to the challenge of helping Holy Communion to meet its mis-
sion to reach out to others and be touched like I have been. 

My Dear HCLC: 
 
I just wanted to say a small note of great thanks for the generosity 
that you have shown to me and my family during the Christmas 
season.  You spoil us!  We appreciate your generous monetary gift 
(and we will definitely put that to good use—we have a vacation 
in mind!).  We thank you for the various gifts and goodies that 
remind us of the many special people in our congregation.  
 
It is such a joy to be your pastor.   
 
In love and gratitude, 
Pastor Chas 

A Word of Thanks! 



Hello everyone from Youth and 
Family, hope your holidays were 
grand. As we clear 2016, and gain 
excitement and momentum as we 
head into 2017, Youth and Family 
will continue to focus on growing 
our ministries and family opportu-

nities. In the last quarter of 2016, we added a monthly op-
portunity for our 3rd grade Youth, we began to resurrect our 
High School Ministry group Emergence and we began quar-
terly family grouped events to come together collectively as a 
community.  
  
In the first quarter of 2017 we will be cementing two new 
opportunities, one of which is a firm scheduling for the Col-
laborative Youth Ministry endeavor that began late in the 4th 
quarter of 2016 in Harford county for families with children 
from 6th to 12th grade. This monthly gathering takes place the 
last Friday of each month alternating between four churches 
in the Harford County Conference.  And secondly, we are 
adding another family group, Faith and Family, and this new 
group will be specifically tailored to families with young chil-
dren ages birth to 2nd grade.  For all of these initiatives both 
new and existing, please refer to out monthly calendar for 
detail and email me for questions at any time. 

  
Lastly, as we look into a new year, I also 
challenge you to look forward to coming 
together to be part of a new Youth and 
Family Team. This team would be a collec-
tive group sampling all family dynamic 
groups, birth to grown children who have 

left the nest. The objective would be to coordinate this col-
lective voice to formulate and create ideas that will serve all 
of our HCLC Families and community. As the youth and Fami-
ly leader it is my job to facilitate fun, faith, fellowship and 
safety in our congregation, but I am not the only opinion or 
voice to be heard, so my mission in the first quarter of 2017 
is to begin the process of polling that collective voice into a 
group space where it can be heard and supported.  
  
Thank you all for your support in 2016 and I’m looking for-
ward to our continued partnership in this New year. 
  

Penny A. Sadler–Vocke 
Family & Youth coordinator 

Youth and Family Groups Annual Congregational 

Meeting on Sun-

day,  

January 15  

beginning at 

9:35am. 

NOTE OF THANKS from Irene Waller 
 
Dear Members of HCLC,  
 
Once again no amount of words are powerful 
enough to express our family’s appreciation for 
all you have done for us during and after Joe’s 
death. 
 
The visits, calls, letters, food, etc… I could go on 
and on all because of your kindness and generos-
ity you have bestowed upon us. 
 
May God bless you and your families. 
 

Irene, Dianna, J.C. & Debbie Waller 

THANKS 

TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY resumes January 3, 7pm, 
as we break for Christmastide.  We are studying the book 
of psalms, which is a great "starter" for everyone!  Pastor 
Chas brings alive the laments, cries, and rejoices of the 
psalmists. Whether you read your Bible faithfully or need 
to dust off the cover or do not have a bible, make your 
New Year's (discipleship) Resolution to join us on Tuesday 
nights!  This is not your ordinary Bible Study!  Drop in  
anytime! 

Make Bible Study YOUR New Year’s 
Resolution to Growing in Faith 



Prayer Shawls 

We are always in need of more 
prayer shawls to give to those 
who are recovering from sur-
gery, in need additional prayer, 
etc.  If you would like to make 
one, please contact Barbara Bar-
bour (410-838-9011). 

Pictured: Susan Hood, Diane Romain, Barbara Barbour, 
Carol Miller, Donna Campbell, Mae Corbin, Jean 
LaRosa, Gladys Merrifield and Pat Sadler. 
 
The Holy Stitchers have completed 79 quilts since the 
group began gathering in September of 2009 for vari-
ous organizations.  They have become more detailed 
over the years as some of the women have taken 
quilting classes or taught themselves some sophisticat-
ed patterns. 
 

The Holy Stitchers and those who like to knit and cro-
chet are invited to join this group that meets on Mon-
days twice a month.  They gather to make quilts for a 
variety of recipients. Some of the group stays into the 
afternoon to practice knitting and crocheting. Experi-
ence not required! 
 

Call Susan Hood (410-877-0574) with any questions. 
 

 
If interested just come and enjoy!! 

Holy Stitchers 

Age Related Macular Degenera-
tion is a breakdown or deterio-
ration of the macula. Age relat-
ed macular degeneration 
(AMD) is the leading cause of 
vision loss, affecting more than 
10 million Americans. The mac-

ula is a spot at the center of the retina that is responsible for cen-
tral vision. The loss of central vision is very disruptive to daily life; 
making simple tasks at home difficult like reading, cooking, driving. 
 

The causes of AMD remain inconclusive 
and may include causes related to he-
reditary and environment.  Known risk 
factors include age (>55), family histo-
ry, race (more common in Caucasians), 
and smoking.  There are no cures and/

or treatments for AMD.  Ophthalmologists recommend lifestyle 
modifications that include smoking cessation, daily exercise, diet 
that includes green leafy vegetables and fish, and UV protection. 
 
Literature has suggested that some supplements may slow pro-
gression; such as vitamin C, vitamin E, zinc, beta-carotene, and 
lutein.   There are supplements packaged specifically for eye 
health. 
 
Everyone should have a yearly eye exam. 
 
For additional information see www.macular.org and 
www.nei.nih.gov/health. 
 

With blessings for continued health, 
Barb Huber RN, CSRN, FCHN 

 

Age Related Macular Degeneration  

Where - Ice World (1300 Governors Ct, 

             Abingdon, MD 21009 

Phone - 410-612-1000 

When - Saturday, January 14, 

Time - 3:30-5:30pm 

Admission - $7.50, skate rental is $4.00 

Join our HCLC Youth and Family groups on a winter 

fun field trip and enjoy some family time with HCLC. 

Please RSVP to Penny Sadler-Vocke at 

youth@holycommunionfallston.org 

Family Ice Skating 

http://www.macular.org/
http://www.nei.nih.gov/health
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&biw=1280&bih=914&espv=2&q=ice+world+phone&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWT9c3LIsvNivLSNfSz0620k_Oz8lJTS7JzM_Tz87LL89JTUlPjS9IzEvNKdbPSCyOL8jIz0u1ApMAgR7NmEAAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjG3r_w3NDQAhVBjSwKHWp0DHkQ6BMIngEwFQ


Birthdays in January 

Helping the Animals 
Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to collect old sheets, 
towels, small blankets, rugs and wet and dry cat food (no dog 
food) for the animals in the Fallston Animal Rescue Shelter.  
The shelter is located at Crossroads Station, 2725 Fallston 
Road, Fallston, MD, 410-557-6161, FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 
On Sunday, March 5 we will be collecting your donations.  There will be a 
box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a plastic shaped container  for 
your donations located in the Narthex. 
 
Upcoming dates are June 4, September 3 and December 3, 2017 
 
Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
 

-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement 

Donations of Glasses and Phones 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box above the coat 
rack.  The glasses are refurbished and are 
distributed to those who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONES - There is a box above the coat 
rack for your unwanted phones.  Broken 
phones are also accepted. 
 

For every phone collected there are three call-
home cards given out. 
 

The phones go to men and women in our 
Armed Services so they can call their families. 
 

Please support our Armed Forces. 

01-01 – Lilli Rode 
01-01 – David Warren 
01-01 – Amanda Dorsey 
01-01 – Travis Tudor 
01-02 - Ron Weber 
01-05- Lauren Ziegler 
01-06 – Lillian Lane 
01-07 – Robert Reed 
01-08 – Jackson Schissler 
01-08 – Christine Schneider 
01-09 - Laurie Adams 
01-09 - Debbie Haack 
01-10 - Ruth McKenny 
01-12 - Gary Gray 
01-12 – Mason Pennington 
01-12 – Lee Lefkowitz 
01-13 - Debbie Kisner 
01-13 – Carmen Thanner 
01-13 – Lillian Gregory 
01-16 – Denise Merrifield 

01-17 - Barbara Moore 
01-18 - Judy Jones 
01-20 - Matt Ebsworth 
01-21 – Kelly Kesinger 
01-23 – Stephanie Appel 
01-23 – Charlie Plott 
01-28 – Penny Sadler-Vocke 
01-29 – Nathan Reed 
01-29 – Sue Phillips 
01-30 - Tom Sullens 
01-31 - Holly Dix 
01-31 – Larry Brant, Jr. 
01-31 – Shawn Pennington 

HELP FOR A FAMILY IN NEED 

As you may have heard, the Gottschalk  family (Dad Ja-
son, Mom Suzanne, teen sons Finn and Max, and 
preteen daughter Ava) recently lost their 
Abingdon home and all contents to fire and water dam-
age; in addition, extended family members are struggling 
to provide shelter and utilities, and assist with food pur-
chases and meal preparation. As the family begins the 
monumental task of getting back on its feet, our church 
will partner with The Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd, where the Gottschalks are members, to assist with 
emergency monetary and grocery store gift card 
contributions 
 
The good people of Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
have been quite generous. In fact, one young woman 
handed me a crisp, brand spankin' new $100 bill. After 
assuring me this was exactly  what she wanted to do, she 
shared a story. It turns out she works for a small compa-
ny, and the owner gave each employee a new $100 bill 
last Christmas with the instruction to "pay it forward"; 
the young woman has been carrying that $100 bill 
around with her for the past year, waiting for the right 
opportunity to make it count. She asked me to offer the 
money with the specific request that the story of how 
she was given the money be relayed to the family with 
the additional request that the recipient "pay it forward" 
in return.  
 
Together with additional funds and grocery gift cards, 
the $100 bill was given to one of the Gottschalk grand-
mothers to supplement her burgeoning household and 
food budget expenses as she houses the five Gottschalk 
adults and near-adults. The story of the $100 bill was 
shared with her, and she, too, was given the instruction 
to "pay it forward". Grandmom was completely sur-
prised and overjoyed to know that folks would think of 
her, too, in the midst of the grief and pain endured by 
her family.  And, not surprisingly, she has agreed to "pay 
it forward" also. As Pastor Chas often has said, we are 
good church when we reach out to share God's love. 
Thank you, good people of Holy Communion, for your 
heartfelt generosity in such a demonstrative and tangible 
fashion for these hurting folks. 

A Few Important Dates to Note 

January 8, in between services: Help us to honor and say good-bye 
to Cathy Stemmer, our faithful Administrative Assistant.  We will 
have cake fellowship! 
 
January 8, immediately following the second service: Help us 
UNDECORATE the church 
 
January 15 @ 9:35: Annual Congregation Meeting.  Please make 
sure that you review the draft of the 2017 budget. 
 
February 25, 10A-2P: We host at the Sharing Table, our local soup 
kitchen (located at Prince of Peace in Edgewood).  We will be in 
need of cooks and servers! 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

Parish Assistant— Sonia McCarthy 

Youth Director—Penny Sadler Vocke 

Administrative Assistant -  

Organist/Choir Director - Joan Cole - Traditional Worship 

Music Director - Carolyn Luce - Contemporary Worship 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell 

Church Registrar - Nancy Campbell 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein - Vice President 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

Council Member - Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer 

Council Member - Bob Hood - President 

Council Member - Mary Kruelle 

Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

Council Member - Linda Miller 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller 

Council Member - Bill O’Connor 

Council Member  - Krystal O’Leary 

Council Member - Marianne Otten 

Council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Assistant to Treasurer - Arlene HIldebrandt 

Altar Flowers/Altar Guild - Lilli Rode - 410-299-6592 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 



NEWS from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

JANUARY 2017 
 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
Jan -  Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May -  Nov -  

Jun -  Dec -  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


