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Just last week, in my daily devotions, I was 
reminded about a scene in the film Doubt  which 
depicts the destructive nature of our words: 
A woman was gossiping with her friend about a 
man whom they hardly knew. That night, she had a 
dream: a great hand appeared over her and pointed 
down on her. She was immediately seized with an 
overwhelming sense of guilt. The next day she went 
to confession and told the old parish priest, Father 
O'Rourke, the whole thing. “Is gossiping a sin?” she 
asked the old man. “Was that God Almighty's hand 
pointing down at me? Father, have I done 
something wrong?” 
 
“Yes,” Father O'Rourke answered. “You have 
blamed false witness on your neighbor. You played 
fast and loose with his reputation, and you should 
be heartily ashamed.” 
 
So, the woman said she was sorry, and asked for 
forgiveness. “Not so fast,” said O'Rourke. “I want 
you to go home, take a pillow up on your roof, cut 
it open with a knife, and return here to me.” So, the 
woman went home; took a pillow off her bed, a 
knife from the drawer, went up the fire escape to 
her roof and stabbed the pillow. Then she went 
back to the old parish priest as instructed. “Did you 
cut the pillow with a knife?” he said. “Yes Father.”  
“And what were the results?”  

“Feathers,” she said.  
“Feathers?” he repeated.  
“Feathers; everywhere, Father.” 
 
“Now I want you to go back and gather up every 
last feather that flew out onto the wind.” “Well,” 
she said, “it can't be done. I don't know where they 
went. The wind took them all over.”  
 
“And that,” said Father O'Rourke, “is gossip!” 
 

This scene provides a helpful understanding to a 
very weird story in the Bible about Jacob 
disguising himself as his brother Esau in order to 
deceive his old and blind father into giving him 
Esau’s blessing (you can read the account in 
Genesis 25-50 or read a summary of this account 
here:  http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/
oldtestament/section3.rhtml). Jacob tries to fool 
his father for Esau’s blessing by dressing in his 
brother’s clothes and attaching animal skins to his 
arms because Esau is a burly and hairy guy (and 
Jacob is not).  Jacob wants Esau’s blessing from 
his father.  Because Esau is first born, he is 
entitled to a greater status and inheritance of his 
brother, Jacob.  The deception worked, and his 
father issues a blessing that was intended for 
Esau.  When Esau realizes the deception, his 
father says that he cannot revoke his blessing. 
 
Well, why not?  Can’t the father say, “Oops!,” cry 

foul, and issue another blessing?  No.  Words are 

like feathers in the wind, spreading throughout 

the community.  In early Jewish thought, words 

cannot easily be rescinded and words reverberate 

into the community, affecting the well-being of 

others.  Even something so “private” as two 

people gossiping or a blessing issued behind 

closed doors is thought to negatively impact the 

community.  For this same reason, the notion 

that a person could sin without injuring others is 

inconceivable in the Old Testament.  The Old 

Testament speaks of hidden sins and unintended 

sins, but not of private sins.  Ergo, sin tears down 

community.  Once our words leave our mouths, 

they send rippling effects into our universe. 

Our Words, and How the Tongue is More 
Powerful Than the Sword 

What if we lived our lives believing what we say—

whether in private or in a locker room or among a 

few select company, impacts our neighbors in 

community? What might our world look like if we 

instead thought (and said) the very best of people  
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before jumping to conclusion of the very worst?  Luther 
interpreted the Eighth Commandment (“You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor”) as “we are to 
fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our 
neighbors, betray of slander them, or destroy their 
reputations.  Instead, we are to come to their defense, 
speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the 
best light possible.”   
 
Try it.  Honor it.  Okay, I will go first:  to that person who 
cut me off in traffic, I am to interpret everything they do 
in the best light possible first (okay, maybe you had an 
emergency and wasn’t that you were being a jerk.  I don’t 
know you or their situation, so I will give you the benefit 
of the doubt).  To the parent who brought their child 
(knowingly) sick to school today, I will not be judgmental 
of you and think bad thoughts as I now anticipate my kid 
to catch your contagion (first).  Perhaps, as a single mom, 
desperate times call for desperate measures and maybe it 
kills a little inside of you, having to choose your job over 
staying home to care for your baby… 
Living by faith is so hard, sometimes…   
May you greet your neighbor with good intentions today, 
 

Pastor Chas 
 
 

 

 

 

The Mutual Ministry 
Committee 

Larry Phillips  

Pastor Chas is beginning her life as an ordained minister.  This is 

an exciting time for both she and our congregation, but also a 

time of learning and growth.  Pastor Chas is committed to 

strengthening the ministry our church and community.  To help 

guide our journey together, she has established a Mutual Ministry 

Committee.  We are a small but diverse group and are honored 

to serve on this committee helping Pastor Chas grow her and 

HCLC’s ministry. 

What do we do? 
Pastor Chas is looking to hear positive thoughts on what is going 
well with our ministry and any concerns you may have.  She 
welcomes your thoughts and ideas directly so do not hesitate to 
speak to her one on one.  However, we on the Mutual Ministry 
Committee are also available to take your comments praise or 
concern.  
  
Our other role is to hear and share Pastor Chas’ joys and 
concerns in a small and prayful group.  The Mutual Ministry 
Committee is just one of the bridges between Pastor and People.  
Our unique purpose is to focus on the ministry of HCLC and 
how we can better “Reach Out to Share God’s Love.”  We are 
an “idea generator” and a “sounding board.”  As we identify new 
ways to reach out or ways to improve existing ministries we will 
take those ideas to our church committees for action.   
Part of sharing Pastor Chas’ joys is celebrating those joys with 
her and the congregation.  Watch for our messages in the 
bulletin and newsletter.  
 

Our Mission Statement 
To aid the people of God at Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

in working toward our common goal of healthy Christian 
ministry to build up the Body of Christ 
 “Reaching Out to Share God’s Love” Pastor Chas gives her all to our community and 

we want to make sure she has enough time to 
tend to herself and her young family.  We 
respectfully remind you that Pastor Chas keeps 
Friday and Saturday for time to reflect and to 
spend with her family.  However, she is always 
available for an emergency so please call if you 
need her. 
 

The Mutual Ministry Committee 

Amy McCombs Dave Frieman 

Joe Dominick Carrie Dorsey 

Pastor’s Day Off: 
A Word from Mutual Ministry 

Committee  



I would like to focus your time reading on a very special 
event that is near and dear to my heart as Youth Leader, 
and even though the event in itself usually follows the 
same structure each year, it is anything but cookie cutter. 
God always seems to take the basics and make them 
unique and ever changing, modifying to speak to a 
message that we need to hear at that particular point in 
time. This event is the Sr. High annual Retreat in Ocean 
City, MD referred to as Roadtrip. 
 
This year I was blessed as a chaperone and as a leader to 
accompany four incredible young people to this event 
where the theme of Global Grace and how we are all 
intertwined in one body with Christ, would be revealed to 
us in a dynamic display of video, humor, personal 
reflection, song, and prayer. 
 

We together as a group of more than 300 embraced our 
ability to be empowered to make change through our 
voice, no matter what our age, our ethniticity, or our 
vocation. We learned about God Goggles and vision to 
see his great works. As Katie Airey so beautifully explains, 
“God Goggles help you see God in your life.  God 

Goggles also help us to answer to the 
throbbing question this event and " 
Why do bad things happen to good 
people? And God Goggles help us to 
remember, “Whenever I have a bump 
in the road, don’t forget he has a plan 
for us. We are on the same journey, 

which is one of the best things ever. 
 
We heard the personal reflection of a young Iraqi refugee 
who shared his story of suffering both in fleeing his home 
country and his personal pain in trying to be accepted here 
in this country. 
 

As customary to this event, a group of 12th grade youth is 
usually assembled to give a testimony. We were inspired as 
these brave young adults took the stage to tell their story 
of how this event and the Fellowship of the Lutheran 
Youth organization helped to open them up the support 
and love of God’s grace.  
 
Their stories of loss, strife, death, and depression truly 
touched us all. Breanna Vocke said she was moved by 
their courage and faith to go up on stage and become 
vulnerable and exposed to send God’s message of 
unconditional love to the assembly. Maybe a seed was 
planted with our group to future involvement in the 
Lutheran Youth Organization where their gifts can be 
explored and magnified to serve others. 
 
For this congregation, four of our youth, all unique and in 
a different place, came to this event for the very first 
time. For some it was hard being part of such a large  

An Encounter with God at RoadTrip 
By Penny A. Sadler–Vocke, Youth & Family Coordinator 

group, for others it was exhilarating to let loose and just dance. 
For another it was an experiment in making new connections 
and beginning new-found friendships, not always something that 
is simple to do.  For the youth it was an exercise in blessed 
fellowship and a time to bond and support one another while 
getting to know more about each other in a very sacred place. 
 

So to summarize, we continue to be blessed as a congregation 
with these opportunity’s and appreciate your continued 
involvement and support in the faith journey of our young 
people. We look forward and encourage all youth who will join 
us in these events in years to come. 

 

It is our turn to host for The Sharing Table, a local soup 

kitchen for Harford County residents. On February 25, we 

will serve anywhere from 75 to 125 people or more 

(approximate) and volunteers are needed to cook and serve 

(one or both) at The Sharing Table in Edgewood. The 

Sharing Table is at Prince of Peace Catholic Church on 

Willoughby Beach Road. 

  
As you might remember, or for the edification our new 
members, we all cook the same recipe (this is NOT a 
potluck) to serve. We make the recipe, fully cooked, in 
advance of February 25. You can also deliver the fully 
cooked recipe to our church refrigerator the week of 
February 19 if you are only able to volunteer to cook (call 
Hailea Cole for availability). If you are helping to serve, then 
just report directly with the food to the Sharing Table at 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Edgewood (Willoughby 
Road). We warm all casseroles on site. 

Sharing Table 

Sharing Table Fusilli Recipe 
 
1 lb Fusilli (Little spindles, cork screw, spirals) cooked 
2 Medium sized (28 oz) cans of tomatoes 
2 Green peppers – chopped fine 
3 Onions – chopped 
2 Teaspoons of dry mustard 
2 Teaspoons Worcestershire Sauce 
1-1/2 lbs Grated Sharp Cheddar Cheese (Reserve some to sprinkle on top) 
2 lbs Hamburger – COOKED 
 
Mix all ingredients in a large pot, divide among two medium aluminum 
baking pans.  Sprinkle remaining cheese on top.  Casseroles will be warmed 
on site the day of service.  If you are unable to serve, but would like to 
provide a casserole, please cook in advance and make arrangements to 
drop off at church and place in the church refrigerator (Hailea is in the 
office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays). Thank you for your 
help. 



Prayer Shawls 

We are always in need of 
more prayer shawls to give to 
those who are recovering 
from surgery, in need 
additional prayer, etc.  If you 
would like to make one, please 
contact Barbara Barbour (410-
838-9011). 

Thanks! 

Winter driving can be hazardous and just plain scary.  Consider the three 
Ps of winter driving as described by OSHA (Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration) before heading out during the next ice and/or 
snow event. 
 
PREPARE- maintain your car, battery, tires, wipers, lights, brakes, 
exhaust and the heating and cooling system.  Keep a half tank plus in 
your gas tank at all times.  Keep washer fluid (no freeze) in your 
reservoir and carry extra in the trunk.  It is easy to quickly use a half 
gallon of fluid to keep the windshield clear in bad weather.  Carry an 
emergency kit in the car including flashlight, blankets, jumper cables, an 
abrasive material (kitty litter, sand), shovel, ice scraper, small broom, 
flares, food, water, and cell phone.  Plan your route before leaving and 
allow extra time to arrive. Let others know your plan.  Always stay put 
unless you must drive; enjoy the snow from the inside. 
 
Practice hazardous weather driving, know how to steer into a skid, 
how to apply the brakes. 
 
PROTECT- buckle up!  Install and use children safety seats correctly.  
Children less than 12 years of age should be placed in the back seat.  
Remember do not go out unless you absolutely have to. 
 
PREVENT-  Clean car off completely before beginning your trip, this 
includes all windows, roof, hood, and lights.  Avoid driving fatigued, get 
plenty of rest and make frequent stops (recommend at least every three 
hours).  Slow down and increase the distance between cars.  Leave 
plenty of room for stopping.  Brake early and correctly, it takes more 
time and distance to stop in hazardous weather.  Always remain a 
minimum of 4 car lengths behind a snow plow and never pass on the 
right (the direction the plow is pushing snow). 
 
With blessing for health, 
Barb Huber RN, FCHN, CSRN 
 
 

For more information please see- www.exchangeaaa.com  

… The Weather Outside is Frightful… 

 
Thank you to the good folks of  Holy Communion 

for extending their incredible generosity to the 
Gottschalk and Bannan families. The Gottschalks 

are now living in temporary housing and are slowly 
putting the pieces of  their lives back 

together.  Please pray for their continued progress. 

A Word of  Thanks! 

Dear Friends of HCLC, 
 
Words never seem to be enough when it comes 
to thanking you for the wonderful day on 
Sunday, January 8. 
 So many of you showed me the love you 
have for me and that feeling goes right back to 
all of you. 
 I thank you for allowing me to work for 
you for the last 27 years and 10 months.  It has 
been a pleasure and privilege. 
 But I could not have done my job 
without the cooperation and respect you gave 
me each and every day I worked at Holy 
Communion. 
 Your input and my dedication has made 
this church one that makes those who belong 
and those who visit feel welcome. 
 Holy Communion was a big part of my 
life and I am going to miss you and this church 
more then you know.  It was hard to say good-
bye. 
 I also want to thank you for the check 
that was presented to me for my service at Holy 
Communion. Your generosity is much 
appreciated. 
 

With respect and love, 
 

‘C’athy with a C 

http://www.exchangeaaa.com/


Birthdays in February 

Helping the Animals 

Four times a year we set aside a Sunday to collect old 
sheets, towels, small blankets, rugs and wet and dry cat 
food (no dog food) for the animals in the Fallston Animal 
Rescue Shelter.  The shelter is located at Crossroads Station, 
2725 Fallston Road, Fallston, MD, 410-557-6161, 
FallstonRescue@aol.com 
 
On Sunday, March 5 we will be collecting your donations.  There will 
be a box for your old rags, rugs, towels, etc and a plastic shaped 
container  for your donations located in the Narthex. 
 
Upcoming dates are June 4, September 3 and December 3, 2017 
 
Thank you for all the help you give to the sheltered animals. 
 

-Fallston Animal Rescue Movement 

Donations of  Glasses and Phones 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box above 
the coat rack.  The glasses are 
refurbished and are distributed to those 
who cannot afford 
glasses. CELL PHONE - There is a box above the coat rack 

for your unwanted phones.  Broken phones are also 
accepted. 
 
For every phone collected there are three call-home 
cards given out. 
 
The phones go to men and women in our Armed 
Services so they can call their families. 
 
Please support our Armed Forces. 

02-01 - Christopher Vocke 
02-03 – Philip Ghassemieh 
02-03 – Lisa Hickson 
02-03 - Krystal O’Leary 
(Gaines) 
02-04 - Jean Tacka-Shaw 
02-06 – Christopher Otten 
02-06 – Barbara Ridenour 
02-08 – Kim Thompson 
02-09 - Heather Rudolph 
02-10 - Daniel Ebsworth 
02-12 - Karen Wiley 
02-12 - Jeff Hoffmann 
02-14 - Doug Mueller 
02-15 – Ron Mickley 

02-16 - Amanda Appel 
02-20 - Len Burrier 
02-24 – Bruce Amrein 
02-24 - Carol Welch 
02-25 - Linda Eddinger 
02-25 - Diane Romain 
02-26 - Wayne Parris 
02-28 - Dustin Kisner 
02-28 – Abigayle Taylor 

 

 

Lovin’ Life Seniors 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through service 
projects in the community while offering friendship and support 
to each other through social events. Please join us! Invite your friends! 
Our 2016-17 schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events 
are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & Wine newsletter 
for any changes to the schedule below. All activities take place on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 
Tuesday, February 21 (Third Tuesday) - 12 noon - Mamie’s 
Restaurant - Aberdeen 
 
Tuesday, March 14 at noon - Wargo’s Restaurant - Forest Hill 
 
Tuesday, April 11 at noon - Black Forest Taphouse - Fallston 
(formerly Josef’s) 
 
Tuesday, May 9 at noon -  
 
Tuesday, June 13 at noon - By the Docks Restaurant - Essex 
 
Tuesday July 11 at noon - Lees Landing Restaurant 
 
Tuesday, August 8 at noon - Friendly Farm Restaurant - 
Upperco 
 
Tuesday, September 12 at noon - Crab Feast at church 
 
Tuesday, October 10 
 
Tuesday, November 14 
 
Tuesday, December 12 - 12 noon - Union Hotel - Port Deposit 
 
We are always looking for new ideas and new members. If 
interested contact Nancy Campbell (410-836-7688); Frances 
Gosnell (410-893-4622); Jeanette Hastings (410-893-7590); Pat 
Kellermann (410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe (410-679-8655) 

A Few Important Dates to Note 

February 24-26 our youth with participate in  a 30 hour 
Famine 
 
February 25, 10A-2P: We host at the Sharing Table, our local 
soup kitchen (located at Prince of Peace in Edgewood).  We 
will be in need of cooks and servers! 
 
Wednesday March 1st is Ash Wednesday!  There are lots of 
opportunities to worship! 
     *Drive Thru Ashing-Park & Ride Mt Rd 152, 6:45-8am 
     *Mid-day Worship-10am with Imposition of Ashes 
     *Ash Wednesday Service-7:30 with Imposition of Ashes 
 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

Congregational Care Assistant— Sonia McCarthy 

Youth Director—Penny Sadler Vocke 

Administrative Assistant - Hailea Cole 

Organist/Choir Director - Joan Cole - Traditional Worship 

Music Director - Carolyn Luce - Contemporary Worship 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell 

Church Registrar - Nancy Campbell 

Council Member - Arlene Hildebrant - Vice President 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

Council Member - Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer 

Council Member - Bob Hood  

Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

Council Member - Linda Miller 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller - President 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

Council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein 

Assistant to Treasurer - Arlene Hildebrandt 

Altar Flowers/Altar Guild - Lilli Rode - 410-299-6592 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 



NEWS from 

 

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

February 2017 
 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
 Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May -  Nov -  

Jun -  Dec -  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


