
I am a sucker for a good Reese’s chocolate peanut butter 
egg.  I always get excited during this time of year because 
I know these Reese’s eggs will be hitting the stores.  
Usually, they arrive about 6-8 weeks out from Easter and 
I usually gauge my Easter planning accordingly (literally, 
this is how my brain works: “Reese’s are here!  Easter is 
coming!  I must start looking for a sermon illustration for 
Easter!”).  Therefore, Reese’s = Easter sermon 
preparation about the resurrection. 
 
But, as I look around the Target aisle stacked with peanut 

butter goodness, peeps, and cheap plastic eggs, it dawned 

on me: this is what most people associate with Easter.  No 

resurrection story…only sugary delights and hallow eggs.  

How odd, then, it must be for people to hear the 

resurrection story!  Think about it: with increasingly more 

people “unchurched” we can no longer assume that 

people even know the story of the resurrection.   And, when 

they read the story or hear about it for the first time, how 

shockingly crazy it all sounds—Jesus raising from the 

dead, an empty tomb, “He is not here.”  If we are really 

honest with ourselves, our Easter faith asks a lot of us—

that is, to abandon science and the ideas that we know to 

be true (like the truth that dead things stay dead) and to 

stretch to adopt truths that seem otherworldly (“He is not 

here, for he has been raised!”).  Even the most faithful of 

us have our doubts about certain faith claims because—

perhaps—we simply cannot fathom the mysteries of the 

divine…and the resurrections certainly falls into the 

category of being one of those “mysteries of the divine.”   

…but…the resurrection story is exactly what we 

need… 

...because, perhaps, we need something so shattering—
like the resurrection— to shake us from our love of 
“dead,” stagnant, and unchanged things in our lives.  Let’s 
be honest: We prefer dead relationships to stay dead.  We 
prefer a certain consistency of life unchanged and we 
prefer our Easter faith to be as effortless as picking up 
Reese’s chocolate peanut butter eggs from aisle 23 at 
Target.  But, when all there is to life are these dead, 
stagnant, and unchanged things, life becomes just as 
hollow as those cheap plastic eggs. 

I think the beauty of the resurrection story is the 
paralleled paradoxes of empty and living things—life is 
placed immediately next to death; resurrection is 
placed next to crucifixion; and hope is placed right 
next to the suffering.  One cannot exist without the 
other.  It is as if “When a life is full of joy, death can 
only be full of pain. When a life is full of pain, death is 
its only joy; this is the contrast that life brings 
us” (from the book A Shattered Mind). What is 
missing from that aisle 23 in Target is that so many 
people do not yet know that the tomb is empty.  They 
have not yet heard the news and continue to live as if 
there is death without life, suffering with little hope 
and crucifixion without resurrection.   

Perhaps this is the beauty of the resurrection story, 
too—that is, to honor the contrasts that life brings us 
so we can be confident that “the light shines in the 
darkness…and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

Whom do you know that needs to be freed from the 

tomb of dead things?  Grab a Reese’s chocolate peanut 

butter egg and an invitation to come hear the 

resurrection story. 

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
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Electronic Giving Program 
by The HCLC Finance Committee 

Dear Holy Communion Family, 
 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church is now offering an electronic giving program, joining the “go 
paperless” trend of many businesses and charities.  If you choose this option, regular contributions 
can be automatically debited from your checking or 
savings account on the date you select.  This elec-
tronic giving program is completely optional, and 
you may continue giving in the traditional manner 
using a church envelope if you wish. 
 
OPTION 1  Automatic deductions provided by 
Vanco Services, LLC.  Vanco processes electronic 
donations for thousands of churches and nonprofit 
organizations, and is endorsed by Thrivent Federal 
Credit Union.  Using this service, you can arrange to 
have your contribution made automatically from your checking or savings account weekly or 
monthly.  There is an initial set up charge of $0.50 and a $0.20 charge for each donation.  So, if you 
make a donation of $30.00, your account will debited $30.20 and $30.00 would be sent to the 
church.  The amount you give would be reported directly to our financial secretary, who maintains 
the records of everyone's giving.  Special offerings for flowers, bulletins, etc can be noted in the 
form on the computer, and they will be indicated on the giving report that goes to Donna Camp-
bell.  The form to initiate this option is included, and should be sent to Donna Campbell who has a 
mail folder in the file drawer closest to the church office. 
 
OPTION 2  Arrange with your bank to have them send a check directly to the church (PO Box 55 
Fallston, MD 21047-0055)  by mail whenever you direct them through your computer to do so.  
For most banks, this is done free of charge because their cost for doing this is less then the cost of 
processing your check.  Special offerings for flowers, bulletins, etc can be noted in the memo area 
on the check. 
 
If you have any questions about the optional electronic giving program, please contact Jerry Ey at 
410-879-9314. 
 
 



 



 

 
Join us for the Annual Tea Plate Luncheon on 
Sunday, June 4, at 1pm.  The cost is $28.00 at the 
Ballestone Stansbury House (1935 Back River 
Neck Rd on Rocky Point Golf Course). Please 
make check out to Ballestone Preservation Society. 

Joanne Cross must 
receive your check 
by May 7th in or-
der to reserve our 
tables. This event 
sells out every 
year. Menu in-
cludes chicken sal-
ad sandwiches, cup 
of soup, potato 
chips, cookies, fro-
zen dessert, home-
made strawberry 
shortcake, hot and 
cold tea etc.  

 

 
It is never too early, or late, to start planning for college! Join 
us Sunday, April 23rd from 12-2 pm.  Tom Bonvissuto, a fi-
nancial planner, Christian father of five children (seasoned 
with three children in college simultaneously) will offer some 
tips and resources that will help you financially weather the 
college journey. 
Also participating 
in the workshop 
will be Christine 
Krieger. Christine 
is an Associate 
Director of Stu-
dent Engagement 
at Goucher Col-
lege, and will help 
us to explore the 
socio-emotional transition for students and what to expect as 
you support your student going into college. RSVP either on 
the sign-up sheet in the back of the church or online at Sign-
up Genius. A light lunch will be provided.  
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/ 
10C0B4EADAF2DA2FE3college 
 

Tea Plate Luncheon 
by Joanne Cross 

College Planning! 
By Penny Sadler-Vocke  

"So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.” —Romans 14:19 
 
"I will, and I ask God to help and guide me."  This was my response to accepting my ordination vows.  Not only do I ask 
God for help, but also need committed intercessors to lift me up in fervent prayer.  Why?  Because I am only human— I 
sometimes grow discouraged in ministry, need to process thoughts, am tempted by sin, require re-centering, and (many 
times) am overjoyed in witnessing how God is working in people’s lives. In other words, being my Prayer Partner means 
getting an “inside look” to what is on my heart.  I carry both the joys and burdens of our church in my daily life and it 
warms my heart to know that you are walking along side of me in partnership of the Gospel.  Disclaimer: You will receive, 
on average, one email per week. You also should know that these prayer requests are not limited to my ministry at Holy 
Communion Lutheran Church exclusively. 
 
It means so much to me (and my family) that you choose to include us in your prayers.  If you are interested in being add-
ed to my growing list of prayer partners, please email me.  Thanks for considering! 
 
In service to the one who first loved us, 
Pastor Chas 

Prayer Partners 
by Pastor Chasity Wiener 



Pre-Easter  

Eggstravaganza  
 

Sunday April 9th, 2017  
Time: 12:00pm - 2:00pm  

 
Easter is the crown jewel of our faith!  Given the mag-
nitude of this holiday to our faith, we are starting the 
celebration early, starting on Palm Sunday, April 9th 
after the second service, join us for some Pre-Easter 
fun!   
 
Festivities will include a bounce house, games, and 
(what all good Lutherans do best) a pot luck luncheon.  

And, of course, the 
Easter Egg Hunt!  We 
will provide the main 
course, you bring the 
sides and the sweets. 
See the sign-up link be-
low. Hope to see you 
there!  And, bring a 
friend along! 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign-Up  
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0B4EADAF2DA2FE3-easter  

  

 

Come and learn about this incredible milestone ministry in 
the faith journey of our little ones on 
Sunday April 30th at 2:00. Signup is 
available online for this event to ensure 
that we have enough supplies for all to 
attend. If you are a Mom or dad, or 
Grandparent with little ones, please 
come and learn how to incorporate 
this ministry into your bedtime ritual. 
For more information please contact 

Penny Sadler-Vocke at 
youth@holycommunionfallston.org  

Sign-Up: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4eadaf2da2fe3-prayer  

VBS 2017 

Early Registration discount deadline is April 15th. 
 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church invites you to join us 
for VBS 2017 CaveQuest, from Sunday, August 13th. thru 
Wednesday ,August 16th. This year we are offering an early 
bird registration special discount, register by April 15th. and 
pay just $20. After April 15th the fees will be the normal 
$35. Just simply follow the instructions to complete the 
online registration form, and mail your checks made payable 
to Holy Communion Lutheran Church - VBS 2017 directly 
to: Holy Communion Lutheran Church P.O. Box 55 621 
Old Fallston Rd. Fallston, MD 21074 Attention: Penny Sad-
ler-Vocke 
 
Would you like to volunteer or know someone maybe in 
high school who would like to earn Graduate service hours? 
There is also an online Volunteer application. just follow the 
easy steps to complete the volunteer application. 
 

Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Prayer Pillows 



 

 



We are always in need of more 
prayer shawls to give to those 
who are recovering from sur-
gery, in need additional prayer, 
etc.  If you would like to make 
one, please contact Barbara Bar-
bour (410-838-9011). 

The Holy Stitchers have completed 79 quilts since the 
group began gathering in September of 2009 for various 
organizations.  They have become more detailed over the 
years as some of the women have taken quilting classes or 
taught themselves some sophisticated patterns. 
 
The Holy Stitchers and those who like to knit and crochet 
are invited to join this group that meets on Mondays twice 
a month.  They gather to make quilts for a variety of recipi-
ents. Some of the group stays into the afternoon to practice 
knitting and crocheting. Experience not required! 
 
Call Susan Hood (410-877-0574) with any questions. 
 
 

 

Hepatitis C is an inflammation of the liver and the leading 
cause of liver cancer.  The Center for Disease Control esti-
mates that 3.5-5.3 million people are living with viral Hepati-
tis C.  Many of these individuals are infected and have no 
symptoms; 65-75 % do not know they are infected. 
 
The Hepatitis C virus is spread through: blood or body fluids 
of an infected person sharing drugs or needles, sex, being 
stuck by an 
infected nee-
dles, and 
birth (from 
infected 
mother to 
newborn). 
 
Hepatitis C 
is diagnosed 
with a simple 
blood test.  
Individuals born between 1945 and  1965, persons who have 
received blood or organ transplant, and/or who have ever 
injected drugs are at risk of having Hepatitis C. 
 
The symptoms of Hepatitis C are jaundice, stomach pain, 
anorexia, nausea, and fatigue. 
 
You can prevent Hepatitis C by avoiding unprotected sex, 
not sharing personal items and exercising caution with pierc-
ings, tattoos and manicures. 
 
Curative treatments are now available with a once daily pill 
called either Harvoni or Zepatier.  These medications which 
have been on the market since January 2016 are almost al-

Pastor Chas gives her all to our community and we want 
to make sure she has enough time to tend to herself and 
her young family.  We respectfully remind you that Pastor 
Chas keeps Friday and Saturday for time to reflect and to 
spend with her family.  However, she is always available 
for an emergency so please call if you need her. 

Holy Stitchers 
by  Susan Hood 

Hepatitis C 
by Barbara Huber , RN, FCHN  

Prayer Shawls 
by Barbara Barbour  

Pastor’s Day Off 
by The Mutual Ministry Committee 

Pictured: Susan 
Hood, Diane Ro-
main, Barbara Bar-
bour, Carol Miller, 
Donna Campbell, 
Mae Corbin, Jean 
LaRosa, Gladys 
Merrifield and Pat 
Sadler. 



Donations of Glasses and 

Phones 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box 
above the coat rack.  The glasses are 
refurbished and are distributed to 
those who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONE - There is a box above the coat 
rack for your unwanted phones.  Broken phones 
are also accepted. 
 
For every phone collected there are three call-
home cards given out. 
 
The phones go to men and women in our Armed 
Services so they can call their families. 
 
Please support our Armed Forces. 

04-01 - Daniel Gonce  
04-02 - Pete Lynch 
04-03 - Neale Wirtanen 
04-05 - Katie Brautigan  
04-05 - Owen Synder 
04-06 - Margaret Frieman 
04-07 - Bill Kellermann 
04-07 - Susan O'Connor 
04-07 - Noah Thanner 
04-12 - Karen Sugden 
04-08 - Sandy Moll 
04-10 - Reed Phillips 
04-11 - Kyle Giordano 
04-11 - Rooney Peterson 
04-11 - Dylan Snyder 
04-12 - Karen Sugden 
04-14 - Jackie Gray 

04-14 - Judy Meyer 
04-16 - Sheri Hoffmann 
04-16 - Patty McClean Miller 
04-17 - Daniel Griffin 
04-17 - Colin Perkins 
04-17 - Michael Wolf 
04-19 - Kierston Giordano 
04-21 - Alexandra Schronsky 
04-20 - Natalie Adams 
04-20 - Joyce Ey 
04-22 - Rob McCombs 
04-23 - Hunter Julian 
04-23 - Chasity Wiener 
04-24 - Pat Doering 
04-27 - Kathy Sanner 
04-28 - James Appel, Jr. 
04-30 - Amber Knapp  

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” through 
service projects in the community while offering friendship 
and support to each other through social events. Please join 
us! Invite your friends! Our 2016-17 schedule and sign up 
sheets for upcoming events are posted on the Senior’s 
Bulletin Board in the hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & Wine 
newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All activities take 
place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month unless otherwise 
noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 
Tuesday, April 11 at noon 
Wargo’s Restaurant—Forest Hill 
Tuesday, May 9 at noon 
Bird-in-Hand buffet and theater—Lancaster (details to 
follow) 
Tuesday, June 13 at noon 
By the Docks Restaurant—Essex 
Tuesday July 11 at noon 
Lees Landing Restaurant 
Tuesday, August 8 at noon 
Friendly Farm Restaurant—Upperco 
Tuesday, September 12 at noon 
Crab Feast at church 
Tuesday, October 10 
 
Tuesday, November 14 
 
Tuesday, December 12 at noon 
Union Hotel—Port Deposit 
 
We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; Frances 
Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-893-7590; 
Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 410-679-8655. 

A Few Important Dates to Note 

Lovin’ Life Seniors 

From the KOINONIA Group 
 
April 22 - Hawaiian dinner.  Details to follow 
 
June 4 - Tea Plate luncheon at Ballestone-Stansbury 
House  
 
Youth Group 
 
July17-19 - Confirmation Retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge 
 
August 13- 16 - Vacation Bible School 

April Birthdays 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

Congregational Care Assistant— Sonia McCarthy 

Youth Director—Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Administrative Assistant - Hailea Cole 

Organist/Choir Director - Joan Cole - Traditional Worship 

Music Director - Carolyn Luce - Contemporary Worship 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell 

Church Registrar - Carol Miller 

Council Member - Arlene Hildebrant - Vice President 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

Council Member - Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer 

Council Member - Bob Hood  

Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

Council Member - Linda Miller 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller - President 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

Council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein 

Assistant to Treasurer - Arlene Hildebrandt 

Altar Flowers/Altar Guild - Lilli Rode - 443-299-6592 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 



NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

April 2017 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
 Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec -  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


