
If you haven’t noticed, I have a bumper sticker on my 
car that says, “Beware!  My dog has issues.”  That’s an 
understatement.  I found him on the streets of 
Baltimore abandoned and neglected.  He was tick-
infested, balding, emaciated, and someone had tied 
several jump ropes so tightly around his neck that we 
had to cut them off with a sharp blade with 
considerable effort.  
 
When I took 
him to our local 
veterinary 
hospital, Dr. 
Esra said that 
Thaddy (short 
for “Thadican 
Reed Wiener”) 
had worms so 
badly that he 
probably would 
have been dead 
in a week.  He had lacerations and wounds consistent 
with dog-fighting, which was a popular “sport” in 
Baltimore at the time.  I thought he was an older dog, 
but Dr. Esra assured me that he was only about 18 
months old—whatever happened to him in those 18 
months, aged him traumatically and he bore those 
events physically.  Still, Phil and I took pity and saw a 
diamond in the rough.   
 
We have had Thaddy for over twelve years now.   
 
He has major trust issues and—because of this—is 
aggressive to everyone but Phil and me, which really 
scared us because we had our first baby on the way.  I 
can never bring him to the “doggie park” or events like 
“Blessing of the Pets.”  We have tried countless time to 
rehabilitate him socially, but Thaddy just refuses to let 
people in.   

And, yet, Thaddy is probably the most loveable dog that I 
have ever had part of our family.  When Haleigh was 
born, he was even more protective and never let her out 
of his sight (see photo).  He slept under her crib at night.  
When Haleigh was learning to walk, Thaddy sensed her 
imbalance and would walk next to her—much like a 
guide dog—until she stabilized.   Even when Delaney 
was born, he somehow opened his heart freely and 
without reservation.  Still to this day, Thaddy patrols our 
bedrooms at night, ensuring that everyone is tucked 
safely into bed before he settles in to sleep.   
 
We four Wieners are his people.  We four Wieners are his 
only people. 
 
He is getting old in his years—his eyes are failing, he is 
deaf (unless it is the cheese wrapper), he has really bad 
arthritis and is in congestive heart failure.  I wanted you  
to know about him because he is my favorite rescue story 
and has taught me so many of life’s lessons, particularly 
meekness.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bible refers to meekness as an important character 
trait: “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth” (Matthew 5:5).  There is also a divine favor for 
people who are meek: “God will guide them (Psalm 25:9); 
they will be filled with wisdom (Proverbs 11:2).   

Holy Week Happening page  3 

Tea Plate Luncheon & more, page 4 

Youth News, page 5 

...and so much more! 

 May 2017  

In this Issue 

Beware!  My Dog Has Issues, But  

Meekness Isn’t One of Them 
by The Rev. Chasity L. Wiener 

James 3:5 So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great things. How 
great a forest is set ablaze by such a small 

fire!  



But, what is meekness?   
 
So often, meekness is misunderstood for “weakness.”  

But, the Greek word for meekness literally means 

“strength under control.”  That’s where Thaddy has 

been my greatest teacher: when we “rough house” with 

him, he gets pretty excited.  He has every capacity of 

using those sharp teeth to do major harm to us, but he 

restrains himself.  And, if one of the kids come into 

that play, he resists altogether.   We respect his massive 

strength and he never uses that massive strength against 

us.  But, let it be known: Thaddy would win without a 

doubt.  

I think about how we, humans, have such great 
strengths: we have the power to destroy (bombs, 
weapons), but are we really resorting to “strength under 
control” when these measures become our first line of 
defensive threats?  If not through physical means than 
through verbal ways as well: our tongue can both bless 
and lash out, and it seems like we have a disposition to 
speak from our wounds—those hurting places within 
us—that we often find it more difficult to have 
“strength under control.”  If someone disagrees with 
us, it is commonplace to take those disagreements to 
public Facebook rants and hurried Twitter tweets.  It is, 
as if, modern day folks have only two controls of 
operation: “functional” and “explosive” and daily 
events/interactions dictate the position of the switch.   
 
I think that Thaddy knows the difference between 
“play biting” and attacking because of love…we are his 
people.  But I also think that perhaps Thaddy has a 
sense of gratitude for us: we love an animal that was 
cast out, broken, and unlovable.  These are his filters: 
love and gratitude.  These filters allow for his strength 
to come under control.  We are God’s people…God’s 
only people. How much more, then, can we help our 
strength to come under control by the love and 
gratitude of all that God has provided to us? 
 
Sometimes, our greatest teachers are not always human. 

 

God’s peace to you, 

Pastor Chas 

Con’t... Take-Out Church 
by:  The Rev. Chasity L. Wiener 

Coming Soon!  So many families travel on weekends 
during the summer and that means missing worship, a 
sense of community, and those “faith formative” 
nuggets on Sunday mornings. Vacations are vital for 
bonding, resting, and renewing, so we also wanted to 
provide a tool for people to grow in faith while they are 
on their vacation! 
 
Just like real life, you wouldn’t thrive on fast food 
alone—but, it does have its purpose.  The same is said 
with “Take Out Church”—it does not take the place of 
being in community, but it does serve a faithful 
reminder that God is everywhere and that there are 
many opportunities for worship. 
 
Each item in the box is designed to help us live into 
our mission as a church to “Reaching Out  
to Share Christ’s Love.”   
 

Stay tuned for this summer’s toolkit of faith! 

 



Holy Week Happenings 
by YOU! 

On April 5, 2017 Lutherans and Catholics gathered for worship! Pictured here are 
(Catholic) Seminarian Matthew Himes, Pastor Chasity Wiener, and Father Jerry Francik 
leading worship and preaching together. Did you know that, after the Reformation, 
Catholics and Lutherans distanced themselves from each other, often creating more 
feelings of hurt and resentment? In 2016, both Lutherans and Catholics signed 
"Declaration On the Way," which has 32 statements of consensus of our faith traditions. 
Read more at https://www.elca.org/Declaration-on-the-Way 

https://www.elca.org/Declaration-on-the-Way




Pastor Chas gives her all to our community 
and we want to make sure she has enough 
time to tend to herself  and her young family.  
We respectfully remind you that Pastor Chas 
keeps Friday and Saturday for time to reflect 
and to spend with her family.  However, she 
is always available for an emergency so please 
call if  you need her. 
 

 

 
Join us for the Annual Tea Plate Luncheon on 
Sunday, June 4, at 1pm.  The cost is $28.00 at the 
Ballestone Stansbury House (1935 Back River 
Neck Road on Rocky Point Golf Course). Please 
make check out to Ballestone Preservation Society. 

Joanne Cross must 
receive your check 
by May 7th in 
order to reserve 
our tables. This 
event sells out 
every year. Menu 
includes chicken 
salad sandwiches, 
cup of soup, 
potato chips, 
cookies, frozen 
dessert, homemade 
strawberry 
shortcake, hot and 
cold tea etc.  

 

Tea Plate Luncheon 
by Joanne Cross 

Pastor’s Day Off 
by The Mutual Ministry Committee 

"So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.” —Romans 14:19 
 
"I will, and I ask God to help and guide me."  This was my response to accepting my ordination vows.  Not only do I ask 
God for help, but also need committed intercessors to lift me up in fervent prayer.  Why?  Because I am only human— I 
sometimes grow discouraged in ministry, need to process thoughts, am tempted by sin, require re-centering, and (many 
times) am overjoyed in witnessing how God is working in people’s lives. In other words, being my Prayer Partner means 
getting an “inside look” to what is on my heart.  I carry both the joys and burdens of our church in my daily life and it 
warms my heart to know that you are walking along side of me in partnership of the Gospel.  Disclaimer: You will receive, 
on average, one email per week. You also should know that these prayer requests are not limited to my ministry at Holy 
Communion Lutheran Church exclusively. 
 
It means so much to me (and my family) that you choose to include us in your prayers.  If you are interested in being 
added to my growing list of prayer partners, please email me.  Thanks for considering! 
 
In service to the one who first loved us, 
Pastor Chas 

Prayer Partners 
by Pastor Chasity Wiener 



VBS 2017 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church invites you to join us 
for VBS 2017 CaveQuest, from Sunday, August 13th. thru 
Wednesday, August 16th. The registration fee is $35. Just 
simply follow the instructions to complete the online 
registration form, and mail your checks made payable to 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church - VBS 2017 directly to: 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church P.O. Box 55 621 Old 
Fallston Rd. Fallston, MD 21074 Attention: Penny Sadler-
Vocke. 
 
Would you like to volunteer or know someone maybe in 
high school who would like to earn graduate service hours? 
There is also an online Volunteer application. just follow the 
easy steps to complete the volunteer application. 
 
 

Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Coming attractions: 

 
Parent Child Paint night – All ages 

  

Youth and Family Think Tank  

 
*be sure to keep watch for announcements 

in our bulletins, on our website, and in 

emails!  

  

Youth and family will be providing a celebration of 
Mom on Sunday, May 14th. Our muffins and juice 
celebration will be held in-between services in the 
fellowship area. Please come and toast Mom with 
some yummy breakfast treats. 

Muffins with Mom 

Youth and family will be hosting an end of year 
celebration for all of our Youth groups, including 
our Illumin8 3rd grade, Friday Night Faith, 4-6th 
grade, and our High School Group Emergence. Our 
picnic will be held on Friday, May 12th at 6:30 pm, 
and will include a family kickball game, tye dying 
shirts, cookout, and ultimate smores in our outdoor 
chapel area.  Please RSVP to Penny Sadler-Vocke. 
youth@holycommunionfallston.org 

End of the Year 

Celebration 

The Youth and Family Think Tank is making progress and 
collectively formulating our mission here at HCLC. Come 
out and see what ideas are cooking, and add your thoughts to 
the collaborative ministry that is unfolding. We discuss topics 
from VBS to social awareness and diversity in our HCLC 
family and outside community. So, the topics run the gamete, 
and all are welcome to participate. Just let Penny 
Sadler-Vocke know to add you to t h e 
distribution list. We will gather 
on Wednesday, May 24th. from 
6:45-7:45 pm. Bring your 
children,!   Snack and 
r e f r e shment s  w i l l  be 
provided. 
 

Youth and Family Think 

Tank – May session 

mailto:youth@holycommunionfallston.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiBo8-blsDTAhUL84MKHbO6D44QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdemoiselle2femme.org%2Fevents%2Fchicago-coalition-urban-girls-think-tank%2F&psig=AFQjCNEksbxYN_Zpo7hYvp85STScI7gETQ&ust=1493229


Webster defines sleep as the “natural periodic suspension of 
consciousness during which the powers of the body are 
restored”. We spend one third of our lives asleep. 
 
The National Sleep Foundation reports that only half of all 
adults are 
consistently, 
every night 
getting the 
sleep they 
need.  
Proper 
sleep is an 
indicator of 
good health 
and well-
being.   In 
the surveys one third of polled adults are getting less than 
seven hours of sleep each night. 
 
The evidence in recent research and studies established a link 
between sleep deficits with poor performance, driving 
accidents, mood disorders, and relationship problems.  
Health risks, heart disease, diabetes and obesity have been 
linked to chronic sleep deprivation. 
 
To better understand your own personal sleep needs ask 
yourself the following questions after 7, 8, and 9 hours of 
sleep: 
 
     * Am I feeling healthy, happy and productive today? 
     *  Do I have any health issues? 
     *  Am I experiencing any sleep problems? 
     *  Do I depend on caffeine to get me through the day? 
     *  Do I feel sleepy when driving? 
 
The answers to these questions will help you recognize how 
much sleep is right for you. 
 
There are one hundred plus sleep disorders including 
insomnia & hypersomnia.  Symptoms of disturbed sleep 
include nightmares, sleep walking, bedwetting, etc…  Recent 
research links pre-diabetes to sleep deprivation.  Americans 
who sleep less than six hours per night are more likely to 
develop an abnormal fasting glucose. 

 
 

(Continued in the next column) 

Sleep 

How Much Is Enough 

by Barbara Huber , RN, FCHN  

Member Spotlight 
by Carol Miller  

What brought you to HCLC?   
“It was built for me.  I truly believe that!  There was 
turmoil in my other church, so I came here to find peace 
and harmony.  And, I did!” 
 
What do you see as your gifts to serve God, God’s 
people, and the church?  
“Friendliness and a 
willingness to help 
anywhere.” 
 
Favorite ice cream flavor?  
Cherry 
 
What bible verse is 
meaningful to you, and 
why? 
Psalms 51:10 — “Create in 
me a clean heart, oh God, 
and put  a new and right 
spirit within me.” 
 
Psalms 121:1-2 —  “I will lift my eyes to the hills-from 
where will my help come?  My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven ad earth.” 
 
How do you serve at HCLC?   
“I am in the choir, church registrar, a member of Holy 
Stitchers, and lector.  I am also a friendly ear to anyone 
who may need one.” 

Healthy sleep tips: 
     *  Have a consistent sleep and wake cycle 
     *  Create a relaxing calm bedtime routine 
     *  A comfortable room that is dark, quiet and cool  
     *  Need proper pillow and mattress 
     *  Keep work materials and electronics out of the       
         room 
     *  Exercise regularly but complete at least two hours      
         before bedtime. 
     *  Do not eat for two hours before bedtime 
     *  Avoid stimulants like nicotine and caffeine 
 
The listed tips are things that you can control to make a 
difference in your sleep patterns. 
 

Sweet Dreams! 



Donations of Glasses and 

Phones 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box 
above the coat rack.  The glasses are 
refurbished and are distributed to 
those who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONE - There is a box above the coat 
rack for your unwanted phones.  Broken phones 
are also accepted. 
 
For every phone collected there are three call-
home cards given out. 
 
The phones go to men and women in our Armed 
Services so they can call their families. 
 
Please support our Armed Forces. 

05-01- Erica Hall 

05-02- Alexandra Reed 

05-02- Amy Shaver (Myers) 

05-04– Amy Trump 

05-05– Hailea Cole 

05-05– Sara Dorsey 

05-06- Susan Ghassemieh 

05-06- Barb Huber 

05-07- Roger Griffin 

05-07– Karen Smith 

05-07- Ashley Tudor 

05-09- Richard Hall 

05-10- Chris Lottes (Clavell) 

05-13- Laura Jones 

05-14- Donna Campbell 

05-14- Carolyn Ruth 

05-15-David Ebsworth 

05-15- Kristen Eyler 

05-15- Pat Hieber 

05-15– Sophia Pellerin 

05-16– Emma Burke 

05-16- Wes Jones 

05-16- Eugene Priebe  
05-20– Bryan Schronsky 

05-21- Katelyn Airey 

05-21- Mason Boeren 

05-21- Roger Haack 

05-22 - Tammy Airey 

05-23– Lily Phillips 

05-24 - James Appel 

05-27– Bud Ruth 

05-28 - Linda Boeren 

05-29– Sharon Schronsky 

05-30– Nathan Kesinger 

05-31– Ashley Smith 

05-31– Stephanie Phillips 

 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” 
through service projects in the community while 
offering friendship and support to each other through 
social events. Please join us! Invite your friends! Our 2016-
17 schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events 
are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the 
hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
unless otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 

 Tuesday, May 9 at noon  
       Della Rosa Restaurant—Churchville  
 Tuesday, June 13 at noon  
      By the Docks Restaurant—Essex 
 Tuesday July 11 at noon  
      Lees Landing Restaurant 
 Tuesday, August 8 at noon  
      Friendly Farm Restaurant—Upperco 
 Tuesday, September 12 at noon  
       Crab Feast at church 
 Tuesday, October 10  
      Silks Restaurant—Bulle Rock 
 Tuesday, November 14 
 Tuesday, December 12 at noon  
      Union Hotel—Port Deposit 
 
We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; Frances 
Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-893-7590; 
Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 410-679-8655. 

A Few Important Dates to Note 

Lovin’ Life Seniors 

From the KOINONIA Group 
 
June 4 - Tea Plate luncheon at Ballestone-Stansbury 
House  
 
Youth Group 
 
June 11 - Last day of  Sunday School 
 
July17-19 - Confirmation Retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge 
 
August 13- 16 - Vacation Bible School 

May Birthdays 

*Don’t see your name here?  Contact the church office 
because we might not have your birthday on record!   



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

Congregational Care Assistant— Sonia McCarthy 

Youth Director—Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Administrative Assistant - Hailea Cole 

Organist/Choir Director - Joan Cole - Traditional Worship 

Music Director - Carolyn Luce - Contemporary Worship 

Financial Secretary - Donna Campbell 

Church Registrar - Carol Miller 

Council Member - Arlene Hildebrant - Vice President 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

Council Member - Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer 

Council Member - Bob Hood  

Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

Council Member - Linda Miller 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller - President 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

Council Member - Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein 

Assistant to Treasurer - Arlene Hildebrandt 

Altar Flowers/Altar Guild - Lilli Rode - 443-299-6592 

Bulletin Sponsors - Call office - 443-299-6134 



NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

May 2017 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
                      Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


