
"They" say the (larger) church is dying, but I think that is 
when things get interesting for the church! Because, when 
something "dies," we as believers know what is coming 
next: the resurrection.  

If you think about it, Christianity should have never come 
to be. The odds stacked against the early church--that is 
persecution and lack of critical mass of followers--pushed 
the faith underground and in the shadows. 
Christianity was more of a fringe 
religion than a mainstream 
one and the faith 
struggled for centuries 
(CENTURIES!). It was 
only until Constantine 
declared Christianity as a 
recognized religion and 
adopted it as his own that 
the faith flourished and the 
church was moved out of the 
shadows... 

...and I would argue, friends, that THIS is when the church 
began dying...because it moved the church from the 
margins and into the center of life. Our faith, as well as the 
practices of the church, are most fertile in those margins 
(take a look at Jesus' own ministry!). So that "golden age" 
of Christianity that we venerate? Whelp, THAT was the 
church dying...being in the centerstage, getting high from 
the power it had over the people, living it up in cathedral 
mansions, and creating “exclusive” disciples by shutting 
particular groups out.  Sure, everyone went to church in the 
“golden age” (it was practically a social mandate), but what 
good is a faith that is not practical, or feels forced, or is too 
high to obtain?  

"They" say the church is dying. I say, "Great!"  

Because that is when the real magic happens and the real 
work of the Gospel can begin. The church is being  

 
resurrected and this resurrection means that--while we 
remember our history--we just might need to let go and 
grieve what was, in the steadfast hope of what will be. We 
can grieve that (nationally) worship attendance is down...but 
perhaps the church is called to move FROM the church 
building INTO where the people are. In other words, the 
attendance no longer comes to us, but we--church together--
move the church into the attendance (like the pubs, 

the coffee shops, and around the office 
water fountain! These are the NEW 
mission fields!).   It’s what Luther did 
500 years ago, creating church in 
everyplace where people gather. 
 
Yet in this light, one things remains 
unchanged: God’s faithfulness.  
“Know therefore that the Lord your 
God is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love 

with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand generations…”  

Death, dying, and resurrecting. These are the words of our 
faith.  

Happy Reformation Church—let’s see where the Holy Spirit 
leads us into the next 500 years! 

Pastor Chas 
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Counseling Corner 
by Sonia McCarthy 

As it is in life, so it is in coun-
seling. The importance of lis-
tening and really connecting 
with our loved ones, friends, 
co-workers, and everyone we 
meet along the way is one of 
the greatest joys we experi-
ence. To receive how another person is, 
feels great to them and to us. 
 
This prayer might help us to focus our day and en-
gage in what truly matters to us as children of God.  

 
The Blessing of  the Ears 

 
God of our understanding,  

whose life flows through all the seasons of human 
life,  

open our ears.  
 

Give us courage 
to hear the new truths revealed about ourselves, 

open our ears.  
 

With this heavenly perception, 
allow us to hear the faint whispers of a broken crea-

tion, 
open our ears.  

 
Lead us in wisdom, 

so that we may be avenues of healing 
open our ears.  

 
Recognizing the embodiment 

of You in all people, 
open our ears 

and gift us with grace. 
 

 
What I love about Holy Communion is that I receive 
the "blessing of the ears" every time that I engage 
with you. You are loving, accepting, and kind. May 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit continue to be pre-
sent in your lives and make you a continuous out 
flowing of blessings to everyone around you. I look 
forward to rejoining our community as parishioner 

The Blessing of Our Ears

Lymes Disease 
by Barbara Huber and Bea Sherrill 

Lyme disease is a growing public health issue across the Unit-
ed States. There are reported cases in 49 states and more than 
60 countries worldwide.  329,000 new cases are diagnosed 
each year.  
Lyme disease is a vector borne disease caused by the bacteria 
Borrelia Burgdorferi.  The bacteria is transmitted to humans by 
the bite of a tick.   
 
Lyme disease symptoms may mimic many other disorders and 
attack any organ system.   
 
Early Lyme – skin rash, headache, stiff neck, joint pain, fa-
tigue, swollen lymph nodes 
 
Chronic 
Lyme- chron-
ic fatigue, 
joint & mus-
cle pain, neu-
ropathy, 
memory loss, 
depression 
 
Prevention is 
critical to 
protect the 
public. Be 
smart when 
involved in 
outdoor ac-
tivities; cover up (long pants, sleeves and a hat), complete a 
body check for ticks, shower and clean clothing and gear, 
check pets, use repellant DEET for skin and Permethrin for 
clothing. 
If you do find an attached tick do not panic simply remove 
the tick carefully.  Tick should be removed gently with pointed 
tweezers by pinching tick and pulling gently straight back from 
skin. 
 
Make a difference by mailing your tick to Bay Area Lyme Tick 
Testing.  The tick maybe mailed dead or alive in a small baggie 
with a moist cotton ball or wet paper towel.  Ideally the tick 
should be collected and mailed by 72 hours to  
 
Nathan Nieto, Asst Professor Microbiology 
617 S Beaver Street 
Northern Arizona University 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 
(see mail document) 
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500th Reformation Anniversary 

Celebration 

Take-Out Church 
by:  The Rev. Chasity L. Wiener 

Take-out Church is in full swing!  So many families travel on weekends during the summer and that 
means missing worship, a sense of community, and those “faith forma- tive” nuggets on Sun-
day mornings. Vacations are vital for bonding, resting, and renewing, so we also wanted 
to provide a tool for people to grow in faith while they are on their vaca- tion! 
 
Just like real life, you wouldn’t thrive on fast food alone—but, it does 
have its purpose.  The same is said with “Take Out Church”—it 
does not take the place of being in community, but it does serve a 
faithful reminder that God is everywhere and that there are many 
opportunities for worship. 
 
Each item in the box is designed to help us live into our mis-
sion as a church to “Reaching Out  
to Share Christ’s Love.”   
 

Stay tuned for this summer’s tool kit of faith! 

Sunday, September 17, 2017 @ 3 pm 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

1515 Emmorton Road, Bel Air MD  21014 
Hosted by the Lutheran Churches of Harford County 

 

In 2014 Steve Seyfried traveled through eastern Germany, following in the 
footsteps of Martin Luther. During this journey, he came to a new under-
standing of this extraordinary man and the truly awesome effect Luther has 
had on the past 500 years. Now Steve, who is an accomplished playwright and 
story teller, has created a presentation which will bring the Reformation to life 
with far-ranging stories, photos and historical insights  
 
Light refreshments and fellowship will follow! 



VBS 2017 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church invites you to join us 
for VBS 2017 CaveQuest, from Sunday, August 13th. thru 
Wednesday, August 16th. The registration fee is $35. Just 
simply follow the instructions to complete the online reg-
istration form, and mail your checks made payable to Holy 
Communion Lutheran Church - VBS 2017 directly to: Ho-
ly Communion Lutheran Church P.O. Box 55 621 Old 
Fallston Rd. Fallston, MD 21074 Attention: Penny Sadler-
Vocke. 
 
Would you like to volunteer or know someone maybe in 
high school who would like to earn graduate service 
hours? There is also an online Volunteer application. Just 
follow the easy steps to complete the volunteer applica-

Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their 
adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America gather for a week of faith formation 
known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days 
spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, ser-
vice and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are 
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily 
lives. 
 
We at HCLC are proud to be a part of this event for the 
very first time. WE have a truly special group of young 
people who will be working this next 12 months to raise 
funds and to raise awareness as they travel on this faith 
journey together and with you. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support and prayers 
for these youth and their families. 

2018 National Youth 

Vacation Bible School, as we all know, brings us many 
blessings. This year, we are blessed with volunteers both 
young and old, as many of our youth who are now ma-
tured beyond the 5th grade, have joined the volunteer 
squad to bring this message to our younger participants. 

Another blessing to our Cave Quest adventure this year is 
that we are reminded of the generosity of our community. 
In preparation for VBS this year, we reached out to several 
of the area grocery, craft, and hardware stores for supplies 
and/or donations to assist with our decorating and meal 
necessities. Upon receiving those letters, several local area 
merchants rose to the occasion and presented us with gift 
cards to help supplement our meal time efforts. Many 
thanks to the Forest Hill Giant, BJ’s Wholesale Store, 
Weis Markets in Bel Air, and Redner's Markets for their  
kind donations.  
 
In addition, upon receiving our letter, the manager of the 
Rosedale Home Depot on Rt. 40, Mr. Mike McCluskey, 
picked up the phone and asked that I come into the store 
that afternoon, if possible, as he had a donation for our 
VBS program. I assumed that this meant a gift card to 
help supplement the extensive supply list that I had sent 
out. When I arrived, Mr. McCluskey greeted me and 
thanked our congregation for the work that we are doing 
through our community outreach. He then proceeded, 
along with another employee who was then off the clock, 
to take that extensive list and began to fill two shopping 
carts with not just some of those supplies, but everything 
on our list! I was so amazed at the generosity expressed, 
but even more when  they carried this bounty to load my 
car, and then again hugged me and say how grateful they 
were to be able to help make our community event a suc-
cess for the children. They were excited and made me 
promise to send them pictures of how we transform our 
building into a Cave experience for the participants. I am 
sharing this experience in detail because I’m sure as you 
weave through this description you are also getting goose 
bumps at how beautiful and refreshing this generosity 
from a place not really in our immediate community truly 
is. There are very dark days in our humanity as we all are 
aware, but this day will now be for me, and hopefully you 
also, a reminder of how our GOD impacts everyone with 
his message. 

VBS Update (Grab a Tissue) 



Opioid Addiction  
by Barbara Huber , RN, FCHN  

Member Spotlight 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke  

What brought you to HCLC?   
“Looking for a friendly family oriented place to worship, we had a 
teen who would need to be confirmed, and my mother who was active 
socially as a senior. HCLC was warm and welcoming, so we stayed..” 
 
What do you see as your 
gifts to serve God, God’s 
people, and the church?   
“I love to help and work with peo-
ple. I have a passion for youth and 
love to see God’s good works in 
them as they travel through their 
faith journey.” 
 
Favorite ice cream flavor?   
“I have 2 actually, both Brooms 
Bloom: Movie Time -Sweet cream 
with old bay, caramel, pretzels, 
popcorn and nuts, and (also my first favorite when we moved to Har-
ford County) Rice Pudding.” 
 
What is something people may be surprised to know 
about you? 
“That I was originally right handed, but changed when I 
was 7.” 
 
What bible verse is meaningful to you? 
“John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will nev-
er walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
How do you serve at HCLC?   
“As a Youth leader, but I pop-up everywhere” 

Harford County overdoses for 2017 (May); 171 

overdoses/ 37 deaths. 

 

Resources in Harford County  
www.FatherMartinsAshley.org 
www.harfordcounseling.com 

crave@restorechurch.net 

www.turningcornersinc.com 

www.harfordcountymd.gov/health 

Opioid Addiction is a global epidemic affecting 26 to 36 
million people.  Addiction impacts the health, social and 
economic welfare of all societies. 
 

Prescription opioids have a fundamental role in healing 
and reducing human suffering.  These same prescribed 
medications are often the beginning of an individual’s opi-
oid dependence.  The extensive widespread problem of 
addiction 
may be partly 
attributed to 
a drastic in-
crease in the 
number of 
prescriptions 
written, a 
greater social 
acceptance 
and aggres-
sive marketing by pharmaceutical companies.  Prescribed 
narcotic medications are many times diverted for non-
medical use and sold on the streets.   
 

Two million people in the US struggle with addiction; 
these addicts could be a family member, colleague, neigh-
bor or friend. 
 

Know the signs of addiction: 
Signs of a “high”: drowsiness, euphoria, constricted pupils, 
slow heart rate and breathing, flushing and itching, confu-
sion, nausea and vomiting. 
 

An addicted mind: addiction is an obsession; the addict 
spends their day looking for their next high.  This be-
comes the number one priority, more important than fam-
ily, work and other obligations.  Addicts are deceptive.  
They will lie about who they are with and where they are 
going.  Frequently ask for money without an explanation 
and may even sell belongings for the cash.  When money 
is no longer available they will turn to criminal activities.   
 

The addict will only overcome their dependence when 
they have admitted they have a problem and seek treat-
ment.  You cannot make someone quit, but you can sup-
port someone in recovery. 
 

Researchers are involved in important initiatives to allow 
funding to study both animals and humans to identify fac-
tors that predispose or protect against opioid addiction 
and abuse.  Other studies are being conducted to look at 
alternative approaches to treat pain. (continued . . . ) 
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Donations of Glasses and 

Phones 

EYE GLASSES - There is a box 
above the coat rack.  The glasses are 
refurbished and are distributed to 
those who cannot afford glasses. 

CELL PHONE - There is a box above the coat 
rack for your unwanted phones.  Broken phones 
are also accepted. 
 
For every phone collected there are three call-
home cards given out. 
 
The phones go to men and women in our Armed 
Services so they can call their families. 
 
Please support our Armed Forces. 

08-03 – Pat Walton 
08-04 - Chuck Moore 
08-04 - Mackenzie Tacka 
08-05 – Koa Knapp 
08-05 - Lindsey Plott  
08-08 - Brian Myers 
08-08 – Logan Weaver 
08-09 – Sandra Hastings 
08-09 – Bob Ridenour 
08-09 - Janet Warren 
08-10 - Stephen Haack 
08-10 - Carl Henderson 
08-11 - Stephen Greene 
08-16 - Sharon Kampes 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” 
through service projects in the community while 
offering friendship and support to each other through 
social events. Please join us! Invite your friends! Our 2016-
17 schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events 
are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the 
hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
unless otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 

• Tuesday, August 8 at noon  
      Friendly Farm Restaurant—Upperco 
• Tuesday, September 12 at noon  
       Crab Feast at church 
• Tuesday, October 10  
      Silks Restaurant—Bulle Rock 
• Tuesday, November 14 
• Tuesday, December 12 at noon  
      Union Hotel—Port Deposit 
 
We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; Frances 
Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-893-7590; 
Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 410-679-8655. 

Lovin’ Life Seniors August Birthdays 

08-18 – Melissa Bowling 
08-18 – Charlie Gregory 
08-19 - Michael Fleming 
08-19 - Karl Gaines 
08-19 - Bill Miller 
08-21 - Larry Strausser 
08-22 - Luann Horn 
08-24 - Katie Flohr 
08-26 - Julia Brant 
08-26 – George Smith 
08-28 - Lisa Allgeier  
08-28 – Ron Bowling 
08-28 - Linda Myers 
08-28 - Sue Sojka 
08-30 - Richard Webster 
08-31 – Jamie Weaver 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Christopher Lottes for his 
recent acceptance into the DE/MD LYO 2017-
2018 membership. 
The Lutheran Youth Organization is the high 
school youth leadership program for the Dela-
ware-Maryland Synod. High school youth are 
organized into one of five teams to discover 
their God-given gifts and sharpen their skills for 
service in the Synod, their own congregation, 
and surrounding community. Christopher is the 
first youth applicant from Holy Communion to 
become a member of this prestigious group. 
Please be sure to congratulate Christopher and 
let him know how excited we all are for this next 
step in his Faith Journey. 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 
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Council Member - Arlene Hildebrant - President 
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Council Member - Debbie Mueller -  

 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein  

 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

 



NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

August 2017 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
                      Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


