
Two years ago, we were camping in Codorus State Park in 
Pennsylvania.  I absolutely love Codorus because the 
campground is sandwiched between a body of water called 
Lake Marburg.  The park boasts of having 3,500 acres 
and—of that—nearly 1,275 acres is pure lake.   Because of 
the lake, the summer evenings are much cooler and 
beckons even the laziest of campers to emerge from their 
tents/campers to enjoy the nighttime air. 
 
One evening, I was feeling particularly adventurous and 
decided to go on a hike with my dog, Bandit.  With nearly 
60 minutes until the sun set, I kissed my husband and 
kiddos good-bye and ventured off for 
some much need “me time.”  My other 
dog, Thaddy, also stayed behind, 
because his arthritic hips would have 
limited my dusk-time stroll. 
 
Bandit and I found an easy path, just off 
the main courtyard of the playground.  I am a city-girl, so 
even hiking on well-ventured paths is quite an adventure 
for me.  I longed for some time to be “me” and get lost in 
my thoughts.  My excitement must have been contagious 
because even Bandit pulled harder on his lead.   
 
The ground beneath me was hard and well-trodden.  The 
canopy of trees seemed to conceal the outside world from 
me.  After about twelve minutes, I reached the end of path 
(which forked) and I had a choice: I could go right or I 
could go left. So, on a whim, I went right.  A few more 
minutes and another fork: right or left.  I went right again 
and found myself near an orchard.  Bandit and I trotted 
through grass, which was much taller than our previous 
steps.  The sun was setting and I spoke out loud to Bandit, 
“Let’s turn back, buddy…for soon it will be nighttime.”  I 
reversed my steps only to find myself in an unfamiliar 
knoll.  My first mistake is that I thought I had erroneously 
ventured above the orchard, so we went off path, through 
the dense forest.  As the shadows grew, each step was 
uncertain and the breaking, fallen branches beneath me and 
the crunch of the leaves on the forest floor were deafening.  
Even Bandit “bucked” a few times, undoubtedly telling me 

that this was not the right way. 
Now deep in the woods, the nighttime creatures started to 
sing their eerie songs.  Luckily, I had my cell phone on me 
and thought to call Phil for some help.  No signal.  I had 
to find some open ground, so that the invisible cell signal 
waves could find me.  Thankfully, within about ten minutes, 
Bandit and I reached a thicket.  I looked at my phone’s cell 
strength: one bar!  When I tried to make that call, in the 
glimmer of the moonlight, I could see that I was not alone.  
Countless eyes stared back at me in moonlight.  My mind 
raced with unimaginable thoughts: are there bears in York 

County?  Phil picked up: “Honey, where the 
heck are you?” 
   
Me: “Honey, I don’t have a lot of cell signal.  
I need you to get the ranger.  Bandit and I 
are lost.” 
 

I told Phil to tell the ranger about the orchard and now the 
open thicket.  I would learn that Phil offered to take the 
ranger in his truck, but—because I was so lost in the deep, 
deep woods---the ranger told him, “If she is where I think 
she is, then we can’t take your truck.  I am going to need to 
take the Gator.” 

Through a few short conversations with Phil, each failing as 
the cell strength faded, I was able to understand that the 
ranger would take nearly 25 minutes to get to us…then, 
something about trying to stay patient and still. For 25 
minutes, Bandit and I (yes, even my dog was freaking out 
and really offered no confidence of protection!) anxiously 
waited.  I tried sitting on the ground, but that was (con’t...)  
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Meet Our New 

Sunday School Director 

Name: Larry Phillips (Age: 67) 
  
Education:  Masters from Johns Hopkins University in Infor-
mation Technology (yes I am a computer geek) 
  
Currently serving as the Secretary Treasurer on the Board of 
Directors for Life Inc., a non-profit that serves adults with spe-
cial needs.  
  
Church History: 
1.      Raised Catholic until I was 7. 
2.      Raised Baptist until I met my wife at age 15,( yes I married 
my High School sweetheart) 
3.      Became a Lutheran and joined First Lutheran Church of 
Gray Manor at age 17. 
4.      Got married at age 19 and became very active at FLCGM 
when I turned 30. 
5.      Taught Sunday School for about 9 years  5th , 6th, then 9-
12.  My wife, Sue, and I team taught 9-12. 
6.      Became a Deacon on the Church Council for 6 years and 
was the Sunday School Superintendent  for those 6 years and 
yes my wife was my assistant. 
7.      My 3 kids grew up and moved to Harford County.  Sue 
and I and followed them and our 7 grandchildren and moved to 
Fallston Commons in October 2013. 
8.      By the end of 2013 we transferred our membership to 
HCLC,  we sit in the last pew on the right as you walk into the 
church during the Contemporary Service. 

difficult, as Bandit and I jumped with every sound 
around us.  I tried walking back and forth about 30 
paces, but that only enhanced our nervous energy.  I 
had only my cell phone—which was useless without 
service.  However, I did turn on my flashlight on my 
cell, so that I could easily shine a light to comfort me 
in my time of trouble.  As dark as it was that night, 
my flashlight shone brightly, revealing much of my 
surroundings.  My flashlight was a sense of security 
and I clung to that with a clasped grip. 
 
Psalm 119 says, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a 
light on my path.”  After my “adventure” of being 
lost in the woods, nothing resonates with me more. If 
it weren’t for that flashlight, providing some sense of 
security in the pitch-black night, I am not sure what I 
would have done.  In the darkness, I did not have a 
sense to how closely I was venturing off the path or 
how closely I was from touching poison ivy or falling 
off a cliff.  That flashlight gave me some sure-
footedness.  I may not have known where I was, but 
I could see what lay ahead of me. 
 
The Bible is a lot like that.  Sometimes we get a little 
off path in this life…sometimes, in our bold egos, we 
might even think we clearly know the way only to 
find out that we cannot easily retrace our steps and 
then venture even further off the path.  The truth is, 
we all experience a sense of being lost: our sense of 
normality/familiarity gets ripped away.  To know 
God’s word gives us a sense of security because—
even though we do not know where we are, we know 
what lays ahead because God is always faithful. 
 
I invite you to “recharge your flashlight’s batteries” 
by studying God’s word so that you see the light on 
your path.  To study the Bible is to learn about God’s 
love, mercy, forgiveness, especially when you only see 
darkness before you.  Martin Luther described the 
Bible as, “The Bible is alive; it speaks to me.  It has 
feet; it runs to me.  It has hands; it lays hold of me.”  
  
Whether you read the Bible from cover to cover, or 
you need to shake off the quarter-inch dust off the 
cover, I invite you to experience the Bible in new 
ways! Anyone who participates will tell you that this 
“ain’t” your ordinary bible study!  And, if you are too 
busy—perfect!  We are offering a “virtual bible 
study” at the end of September.   
 
Bible Studies are available on: 

 Sundays, during the second service (10:15A), 
      for an adult, lay-lead Bible Study with Mary 

Kruelle. 

 Tuesdays @ 7P with Pastor Chas. We will be study-
ing the book of Mark, since most of the preaching 
will come from Mark beginning this Advent (you just 
might hear the sermons in deeper, more meaningful 
ways!).   

 Too busy or can’t make either, than new this year is a  
      “virtual Bible Study.”  Log in after putting the kiddos 

to bed on Monday nights.   
 

Post-script: The ranger did 
rescue us on the Gator.  I had 
to commemorate the day by 
snapping this very unflattering 
picture of me.  As you can see, 
my dog was absolutely petri-
fied.  Grateful for that “gator” 
tractor, the shift ranger, and 
my flashlight! 



500th Reformation Anniversary 

Celebration 

Sunday, September 17, 2017 @ 3 pm 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

1515 Emmorton Road, Bel Air MD  21014 
Hosted by the Lutheran Churches of Harford County 

 

In 2014 Steve Seyfried traveled through eastern Germany, following in the 
footsteps of Martin Luther. During this journey, he came to a new under-
standing of this extraordinary man and the truly awesome effect Luther has 
had on the past 500 years. Now Steve, who is an accomplished playwright and 
story teller, has created a presentation which will bring the Reformation to life 
with far-ranging stories, photos and historical insights  
 
Light refreshments and fellowship will follow! 

Have you noticed that the red “Shoes to Share” boxes are gone?  We are preparing to offer a new clothing recycling 
ministry in Fallston.  Once we receive the permit from the county, you will see a decorative shed that will be the repos-
itory for unwanted clothing.  This organization will redistribute the clothing to those in need, locally and abroad.  As 
an extra bonus, we will receive a stipend per pound 
of clothes donated.  Even greater, we will receive a 
key to the shed, and have full access to distribute the 
clothing to anyone who stops by the church office 
and is need.   
 
Help spread the word among friends, family, and 
neighbors! 

New Ministry Coming to HCLC 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-zMiaxI7WAhWrllQKHRBdAQEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.roselleparknews.org%2Fused-clothing-drop-off-shed-installed-at-rpfas%2F&psig=AFQjCNEFzbwgjQJMnOiT-XGKCdur7wr


 FreeRide 

Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Please join us in welcoming in the 2017-2018 Sunday 
School Year by attending a pancake breakfast at 
9:30am Sunday September 17th.– in fellowship hall. 
Sponsored by the Youth and Family Think Tank 
Team. 
 

Sunday School Pancake 

Breakfast   

Brown Bag Meal Packing 

Bring your Middle School youth for a weekend of service 
projects, faith-filled discussions, and relationship-building 
in small groups. FreeRide includes workshops and net-
working for adults, as well as opportunities to worship 
together. Come make new friends and renew friendships 
with attendees from throughout our synod! 
 

October 20-22, 2017 
NorthBay Retreat Center 

North East, MD 

 

Registration is now open! 
$190 per person includes: 

programs, lodging, meals, activities and  
t-shirt! 

On September 23 from 10-1:45 the youth will be packing 
brown bag meals for WHRC (Weinberg Housing and Re-
source Center). These meals will be delivered and distributed 
to homeless folks who will not be able to stay at the shelter 
due to overflow situations. In this situation, these folks rely on 
this offering as their primary meal for the day. We have been 
granted a partial sponsorship for the expenses from Thrivent. 
Please see the attached link to sign-up to volunteer in this out-
reach opportunity. The youth participating in the 2018 Na-
tional Youth Gathering are chairing this outreach opportunity 
and welcome your support and hands. Our Sunday school 
participants will be decorating a special add  prayer for the 
brown paper bags that we will pack the meals in. 
  

The Youth and Family Think Tank is making pro-
gress and collectively formulating our mission here at 
HCLC. Come out and see what ideas are cooking, and 
add your thoughts to the collaborative ministry that is 
unfolding. We discuss topics from VBS to social 
awareness and diversity in our HCLC family and out-
side community. So, the topics run the gamete, and all 
are welcome to participate. Just let Penny Sadler-
Vocke know to add you to the distribution list. We will 
gather on Wednesday, May 24th         from 6:45-7:45 
pm. Bring your children!   
Snack and refreshments will  
be provided. 

2018 National Youth 
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Virtual Bible Study  Member Spotlight 
by  Bob Hood 

What brought you to HCLC?   
“In late '07, my wife Susan and I were looking to make a 
change from the church we had previously been attending in 
Bel Air.  Searching for a new church is a challenge, but try-
ing to look at the bright side of things, it is also an oppor-
tunity to taste the many flavors of worship offered by other 
congregations.  We had visited Holy Communion and found 
it to be ever so warm and friendly! While we continued our 
search, we kept coming back to Holy Communion and it 
just felt so wonderful.  One day, I came home and Susan 
announced that she had received a VERY strong feeling 
from the Holy Spirit that we should make Holy Communion 
our new home.  With input like that, there is little debate!  So 
on May 4, 2008 we became members of this fantastic body of 
Christ! 
What do you see as your gifts to serve God, God’s people, 
and the church?   
“While I was working (I retired 
from the pharmaceutical indus-
try at the end of 2005), I seemed 
to have a gift of organization- I 
hope that I bring that to our 
church.  I also like to sing- 
though the people in front of 
me on Sunday might think I 
like to sing too LOUDLY!  So I 
have tried to bring this gift to 
Holy Communion as a choir 
member and also occasionally playing my trombone when 
we get a small brass group together. 
Favorite ice cream flavor?   
“BORING vanilla!  But you can do so many things WITH 
vanilla!! 
What is something people may be surprised to know about 
you? 
“For a short period of time, I had a wonderful opportunity to 
scratch an "itch" and owned and piloted a small, 2 seat ul-
tralight airplane in Havre de Grace.  It was on floats and 
completely open to the wind!  It was a wonderful experience 
to fly around the upper part of the Chesapeake (you never 
really went anywhere- just sightseeing!) at 200 feet and 
about 35 miles per hour.  Sadly, the events of September 2001 
put an end to our little flight school and I ended up selling 
my little plane. 
What bible verse is meaningful to you? 
“John 33:16.  Jesus is speaking to his disciples near the end 
of his time walking on Earth and says: I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.”  No matter what is going on in this ol' world, these 
words are comforting to me! 
How do you serve at HCLC?   
“have served two terms on the congregational Council and 4 
years as Council president.  I have also had an opportunity 
to serve as chair of Worship and Music, and on a few other 
committees.  Currently I am a member of the choir. 

Luther was a visionary in using new media that was available to 
him, so in the spirit of the reformation, let’s use this new media 
that is available to us to study the word of God!  We can connect 
through “virtual meeting” spaces that bridge the miles that sepa-
rate us without leaving the comforts of our homes.   
 

Virtual Bible Study Frequently Asked Questions 
How does a “Virtual Bible Study” work?  Each week, at a certain 
designated time, you would go to the link www.zoom.us [an ex-
tension to this link will be added, once we get our initial meeting 
scheduled].  Simply click on the link and it will take you to a live 
meeting.  There is NO additional software to download! 
 
What things do I need to be able to join a “Virtual Bible Study?” 
A reliable internet connection and a computer with sound.  It is 
also helpful if you have “ear buds” or headphones so that you 
will have better sound quality (this is recommended, not re-
quired).   
 
What can I expect?  The Word of God has an amazing ability to 
both comfort the afflicted and afflict the comforted!  So, be 
open to allowing the spirit to move you in new ways.  And, virtu-
al bible studies are a lot like face-to-face meetings—the same 
social etiquette apply (plus a few more, which we will discuss 
during our first meeting, like remembering to “mute” your mi-
crophone so that ambient, background noise does not come 
through). Prepare to have fun because this “ain’t” your normal 
bible study! 
 
How often is the Bible Study?  Weekly…and, just like old Batman 
television show, it will be the same “bat” time and the same 
“bat” channel.  A note of good order: this is a new venture for 
us, so if there is a night that better serves the community, I will 
do my best to oblige.   
 
What if I cannot attend weekly?  We will happily take you as you 
come and when you come.  We will be studying the Gospel of 
Mark and you can jump in when you are able.  I do recommend 
trying to be as regular as you can: Mark, like other books of the 
Bible, carry certain themes across the chapters which are more 
obvious when you read the Gospel in its entirety.   
 
I attend one of the other bible studies offered (Sunday mornings or Tuesday 
evenings).  Will this virtual bible study replace these face-to-face meetings?  
Nope. 
 
I am too busy OR I don’t know enough about the Bible OR I don’t want to 
look stupid.  Really?  That’s what is holding you back?    It’s not 
about “having” the time, it’s about making the time. Like most 
things, if it matters, you will make the time.  And, if you are fear-
ful of asking dumb questions, then just a reminder: this is a safe 
space and there are (truly) no dumb questions.  Besides, I have 
always learned by this motto: if I am the smartest person in the 
room, then it is time to find a new room!  You grow when you 
are challenged. You are welcomed here!  Give it a shot!  The very 
fact that you are semi-curious means that the Holy Spirit is trying 
to tell you something. 

http://www.zoom.us


09-01 - Larry Brant 

09-01 – Gordon Lefkowitz 

09-02 - Emma Mae Corbin 
09-04 - Julia Dominick 
09-06 - Claire Beck 

09-06 - Brian Shipp 
09-07 - Erin Hoffmann 

09-07 – Zalia Plott-Edwards  
09-09 – Zulma Brant  
09-11- Elaine McClean 

09-12 - Charles Miller 

09-13 - Nancy Willis 

09-14 - Jim Williams 
09-15 - Tracey Bagwell 

09-15 - Joan Giordano 

09-15 - William Price  
09-16 - Bob Hood 

09-16 - Evelyn Schmidt 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” 
through service projects in the community while 
offering friendship and support to each other through 
social events. Please join us! Invite your friends! Our 2016-
17 schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events 
are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the 
hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
unless otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 

 Tuesday, September 12 at noon  
       Crab Feast at church 
 Tuesday, October 10  
      Silks Restaurant—Bulle Rock 
 Tuesday, November 14 
 Tuesday, December 12 at noon  
      Union Hotel—Port Deposit 
 
We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; Frances 
Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-893-7590; 
Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 410-679-8655. 

Lovin’ Life Seniors September Birthdays 

09-17 – Stephen Eckels 

09-18 - Joan Cole 

09-20 - Dave Hickson 

09-21 - Heather Henderson 

09-22 - Jackie Henderson 

09-22 - Greg Sulin  

09-23 - Geraldine Price 

09-24 – Makenzie Schneider 

09-25 - Frances Gosnell  

09-25 – Caroline Schissler 

09-26 - Jeffrey McClean 

09-26 - Jason Schneider 

09-26 - Shirley Smith 

09-27 - Louise Anderson  
09-29 - Ron Peterson 

09-29 - Kimberly Shaffer 

09-29 – Amanda Snyder  
09-30 – Jean LaRosa 

*Tuesday night Bible Study will resume Sep-
tember 12 at 7:00pm. 
 
* Adult Bible study on Sundays will resume on 
Sunday, September 17 at 10:15 in the Parlor. 
 

*Sunday school will resume on Sunday Sep-
tember 17.  Everyone will gather in church at 
10:15, and then be dismissed. 
 
* Virtual  Bible Study will begin late Septem-
ber/early October on Monday evenings.  Look 
for future updates! 

Important Dates 

With many of our families returning from a summer Sabbath, 
you may have missed a few weeks in worship.   Our church still 
operates in your absence.  We invite you to “catch up” on your 
offering commitments by using the special envelopes located in 
the pews.  This will help ensure we can meet  all our ministry 
goals we have set forth in the budget. 

Ketchup “Catch Up” Envelopes 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

 

Council Member—Penny Sadler-Vocke 

 

Council Member - Arlene Hildebrandt - President 

 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

 

Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer (appointed) 

 

Council Member - Bob Hood  

 

 Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

 Council Member - Ron Mickley -  Vice-President 

 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller -  

 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein  

 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

 



NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

August 2017 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
                      Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


