
I have always prided myself that I have an uncanny ability to 
“read” people—that is, to detect even the smallest of mood 
changes in people (despite their best efforts to “fake” it).  I 
can’t describe it exactly, but it is a tangible vibe that I feel.  It 
is, as if, the air within someone’s personal space around 
them feels heavy or ionically charged, like static electricity. 
 
While I never claim to know everything that is going on in a 
person’s life, I do see enough substantial glimpses to know 
that—as a people—we often carry a lot of worry, anxiety, 
and indecision.  Most people have a strong desire to hear—
very tangibly—what and how God is directing them, 
especially when times or conditions are uncertain.  
 
“Should I leave my job for another?” 

“Am I happy in my marriage?” 

“What should I do about my child’s 
______ <fill in the blank with the 
current parental worry!>  

  
The difference between decision and 
discernment is not just semantics.  By 
definition, “decision” is a conclusion or 
r e s o l u t i o n  r e a c h e d  a f t e r 
consideration” (thanks Webster).  However, “discernment” 
is decision + prayer.  When I go to the grocery story, I 
decide which toilet paper to buy.  I check the facts: is it two-
ply?  Do I have a coupon that can make the retail price 
cheaper?  I do not usually pray about my toilet (although 
that provides a funny mental image). 
 

Discernment is very different from decision in that—
through discernment—I intentionally invite the divine into 
my mental space for guidance.  In discernment, I listen more 
than I talk (and this includes that internal, mental chatter 
that lives in our silent thoughts).   I listen for God’s voice 
and try to “read” our external environment where God 
leaves messages for us. 
  
We know that God prefers to work through people.  But, 
God isn’t the only one vying for your attention and action. 
 

How do you know that the voice you are listening to is 

God's, or something far more sinister? We all have those 
internal conversations where we try to rationalize our 
thoughts or even imagine the reality of a possibility within a 
mental space. We presume that space to be safe. We might 
even hope that the Holy Spirit would come into that space 
and guide our thoughts. Unfortunately, far too often that 
space is compromised with other voices that aims to conflict 
or confuse. So again I ask: How do you know that the voice 
you are listening to is God's or something far more sinister? 

  
I personally have a few rules that I discern and it serves to 
me like a litmus test: 

 

1. Does the voice sound like something 
Jesus would say? OR Does the message 
reign true with how God has been 
revealed in the scriptures? 

In other words if I am grappling with 
how to deal with a difficult person and I 
would much rather (from my wounds) 
lash out at them, I need to ask if my 
actions are a faithful response when 

Jesus clearly works for reconciliation, healing, 
and loving those enemies.  Am I judging or I am extending 
grace to those who are different than me? 
 

2: Is the voice affirmed by community? The Holy Spirit 
never works unilaterally. She brings in other folks and 
works to unify all peoples. Demonic forces tend to 
divide and isolate. What is this voice asking me to do—
lean in or withdrawal? 
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3. Have I prayed about this conflict as much as I have 
worried about it? I have found that inside my head can  
be one of the most dangerous places for me. That is 
where my ego tries to keep me from getting hurt. There-
fore my thoughts are often guarded and protected. But 
have I involved, in conversation, with the divine because 
I truly believe that God has control over all matters of 
my life? 
 

4. Is the message repeated by other sources or in differ-
ing ways?  I have found that if God wants me to do 
something, God seems to use my entire world around 
me to influence me.  I find that my daily interactions 
with people (even complete strangers) have a repeated 
or resonating theme.  
  
I invite you to do a mental check of your own self-
awareness, by naming something that is currently weigh-
ing on your heart. How might this litmus test help in 
discernment? 

  
Your servant in Christ,  
 

Pastor Chas  
 

Prayer: God of all being we confess you to be in control 
over the universe. Yet we frequently forget how to live 
fully in that confidence. Guide our hearts today remov-
ing those evil voices that try to lead us astray. Amen 

 

Virtual bible study begins Thursday October 26  
at 7:45pm!  Luther was a visionary in using new media 
that was available to him, so in the spirit of the refor-
mation, let’s use this new media that is available to us to 
study the word of God!  We can connect through 
“virtual meeting” spaces that bridge the miles that sepa-
rate us without leaving the comforts of our homes.   
 

Virtual Bible Study Frequently Asked Questions 
How does a “Virtual Bible Study” work?  Each week, at a 
certain designated time, you would go to the link  
https://zoom.us/j/856626997.  Simply click on the link 
and it will take you to a live meeting.  Set up is minimal 
and easy. 
 
What things do I need to be able to join a “Virtual Bible Study?” 
A reliable internet connection and a computer with 
sound.  Most computers also have a built in camera, 
which will allow you to “see” the group.  It is also help-
ful if you have “ear buds” or headphones so that you 
will have better sound quality (this is recommended, not 
required).   
 
What can I expect?  The Word of God has an amazing 
ability to both comfort the afflicted and afflict the com-
forted!  So, be open to allowing the spirit to move you in 
new ways.  And, virtual bible studies are a lot like face-to
-face meetings—the same social etiquette apply (plus a 
few more, which we will discuss during our first meet-
ing, like remembering to “mute” your microphone so 
that ambient, background noise does not come 
through). Prepare to have fun because this “ain’t” your 
normal bible study! 
 
How often is the Bible Study?  Weekly…and, just like old 
Batman television show, it will be the same “bat” time 
and the same “bat” channel.  A note of good order: this 
is a new venture for us, so if there is a night that better 
serves the community, I will do my best to oblige.   
 
What if I cannot attend weekly?  We will happily take you as 
you come and when you come.  We will be studying the 
Gospel of Mark and you can jump in when you are able.  
I do recommend trying to be as regular as you can: 
Mark, like other books of the Bible, carry certain themes 
across the chapters which are more obvious when you 
read the Gospel in its entirety.   
 
I attend one of the other bible studies offered (Sunday mornings or 
Tuesday evenings).  Will this virtual bible study replace these face-
to-face meetings?  Nope. 
 
 

Virtual Bible Study  
by Pastor Chas 

Decision or Discernment?   
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I am too busy OR I don’t know enough about the Bible OR I don’t 
want to look stupid.  Really?  That’s what is holding you back? 
   It’s not about “having” the time, it’s about making the 
time. Like most things, if it matters, you will make the time.  
And, if you are fearful of asking dumb questions, then just 
a reminder: this is a safe space and there are (truly) no 
dumb questions.  Besides, I have always learned by this 
motto: if I am the smartest person in the room, then it is 
time to find a new room!  You grow when you are chal-
lenged. You are welcomed here!  Give it a shot!  The very 
fact that you are semi-curious means that the Holy Spirit is 
trying to tell you something. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F856626997&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AFQjCNFhogBT8BSoc886nNpOWGTY86Kvhw


Sunday School 
by Larry Phillips, Sunday School Director 

Please give these people a warm and heart-felt 
thank you for their service! 

 
Nursery:  Katie Schlissler & Katy Hess 
Kindergarten:  Amy Shaver & Breana Vocke 
1st & 2nd Grades: Amanda Appel & Linda Myers 
3rd & 4th Grades: Carrie Dorsey & Alex Reed 
5th & 6th Grades: Lee Lefkowitz & Josh Oxendine 
Substitutes:  Beth Reed,  Theresa Perkins &   
                    Melissa Bowling   

Plop plop fizz fizz oh what a relief it is!  The first day of 
Sunday School is over.  There was a lot of energy in air  
Sept. 17th.  The students were excited in anticipation of  
Sunday School and the Director was anxious as all get 
out..  I didn’t realize how much Sunday School really 
meant to the students until my 3 year old granddaughter 
pleaded with her dad to go to Sunday School the week 
before.  My son informed her that Sunday School has 
not started yet and to see Pop-Pop, because he’s the new 
Sunday School Director, and see what he can do!  So, 
off we trotted to the Fellowship Hall where she finally 
realized that Sunday School has not started. 
 
As the new Sunday School Director I have been very 
anxious about the first day.  I was so anxious,  I went on 
a cleaning spree, scrubbed the tables in the Fellowship 
Hall, cleaned the stove top, vacuumed  the sanctuary, 
narthex, hallway, Fellowship Hall, pastor’s office, 
Hailea's office, and the room next to Hailea's office.  In 
the process I got three  job offers!  Needless to say I 
wanted things to be perfect for the first day, but as 
Christians, we all know, only Christ is perfect. 
 
Hopefully you will see some changes as the 2017-2018 
school year progresses.  HCLC’s Sunday School material 
is sourced from SPARK, using the Lectionary series.  
Each Sunday School lesson ties directly with what is pre-
sented to the students during wiggle worship.  Also ob-
serve, Pastor Chas is teaching the students how to be 
comfortable with prayer.  This will be reinforced in Sun-
day School as we focus on learning the Lord’s Prayer.  
The grand plan is student preparation for  a life of disci-
pleship.  With lots of help and leadership from Katy 
Hess you will see new bulletin material in the Fellowship 
Hall and the Nursery.  Themes will be the Lord’s Prayer 
and Books of the Bible. 
 
A note on our plans for music: When it comes to music 
students in the age groups that we are teaching are very 
shy when it comes to singing the words.  This was true 
on the first day of Sunday School.  I have a plan to help 
overcome this shyness.  A KAZOO BAND!  Thanks to 
our Youth Leader, Penny Sadler-Vocke, we now have 50 
brand new kazoos.  I am in need of 50 zip lock bags for 
kazoo storage.  Kazoo sharing is NOT allowed, but 
making a joyful noise is! 
 
To close, I want to recognize all of our Sunday School 
teachers and substitutes.  Thanks to the hard work of 
Pastor Chas, we are blessed with having two teachers 
per class.   

Our HCLC Houston bound Youth are looking for gainful 
employment to help earn our way to Houston. Whether you 
are looking for a babysitter, grass cutting, leaf raking, clean-
ing, cooking, or a simple game of checkers, they are ready to 
work.  A sign-up sheet will be in the back on an easel for you 
to sign-up for the work that is for hire. Thank you in advance 
for your support! 

Youth Are for Hire 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke 

HCLC Fall Yard Sale  

and Pit Beef 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke    

What better way to spend a fall afternoon than a yard sale and 
some great pit beef?!  Come out and browse, or get a table in-
side or outside for just $10.  Saturday October 21st from10-
2pm.  Proceeds to benefit the HCLC Houston Bound Youth.  
See Penny Sadler-Vocke for details. 
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Life is a Stewardship, Not an Ownership! 
by  Ron Mickley 

Everything belongs to God. We have heard this many times before, but once again we are being told this. Why? Be-
cause God wants us, His beloved children, to be reminded often that ownership of everything in this world is His and 
to encourage us to put Him first in our lives. 
 
The bible tells us to be like God, who gives to us freely and generously. God wants us to give ourselves fully to Him 
and then give a portion of what God has given us back to Him by serving others’ needs. The question many of us 
probably have is “How much should I give?”  The bible encourages tithing, which is 10% of gross earnings, and I be-
lieve we all should strive for that goal. However, for most of us, this goal will probably take some time and lots of pray-
er, but it is a worthy goal and one that should reflect our gratitude to God for His many blessings. 
 
Next, our giving is an act of worship and should not be a “hit or miss” or “sometime” thing! Rather, our giving should 
be a primary budget item. We should endeavor to give faithfully and cheerfully every week and be consistent in making 
up any missed weeks. God has ordained that His church and His ministers be supported by the gifts of His people and 
our church, Holy Communion, depends deeply on our giving to support its minister, its many missions and to maintain 
the church property. Without this financial support, our church will surely begin to wither both spiritually and physical-
ly. 
 
It is wise to remember that we don’t have to possess large sums of money to be a large giver! God does not measure 
our giving by the size of our gifts, but by how much we give in comparison to what we have, as exemplified in the bible 
by the parable of the poor woman who gave all that she had. So I believe, although tithing is certainly a worthy goal, at 
any given time, we should always strive to simply give our best faithfully throughout the year. 
 
In summary, remember that life is a stewardship and not an ownership. All that we possess belongs to God and one 

day we will be required to give an account of our stewardship to Him. When that time comes, and we are face to face 

with our God, don’t we want to hear these words, “Well done thou good and faithful servant!”? 

Have you noticed that the red “Shoes to Share” boxes are gone?  We are preparing to offer a new clothing recycling 
ministry in Fallston.  Once we receive the permit from the county, you will see a decorative shed that will be the repos-
itory for unwanted clothing.  This organization will re-
distribute the clothing to those in need, locally and 
abroad.  As an extra bonus, we will receive a stipend 
per pound of clothes donated.  Even greater, we will 
receive a key to the shed, and have full access to distrib-
ute the clothing to anyone who stops by the church 
office and is need.   
 
Help spread the word among friends, family, and 
neighbors! 

New Ministry Coming to HCLC 
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 FreeRide 

Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Crab Feast 

Calling all Youth from 3rd 

grade through high school!  Bring your Middle School youth for a weekend of service 
projects, faith-filled discussions, and relationship-building 
in small groups. FreeRide includes workshops and net-
working for adults, as well as opportunities to worship 
together. Come make new friends and renew friendships 
with attendees from throughout our synod! 
 

October 20-22, 2017 
NorthBay Retreat Center 

North East, MD 
 

Registration is now open! 
$190 per person includes: 

programs, lodging, meals, activities and  
t-shirt! 

Holy Communion will begin our 2017-2018 Youth Group Sea-
son with a new approach. Our 4-6th grade group FNF (Friday 
Night Faith), our 9-12th grade group Emergence, our 2018 Na-
tional Youth Gathering group, and our 3rd. grade group Il-
lumin8,  will all be held one Sunday each month immediately 
following our contemporary service, from 12-1:30pm, begin-
ning October 29th. All 3 groups will gather for food, fellow-
ship, and joint prayer, then they will split off into separate age 
appropriate bible study and crafts.  Please come out for this 
newly refreshed opportunity and fellowship experience. For 
more information, please see Penny Sadler-Vocke, or you may 
contact her at youth@holycommunionfallston.org 

The Youth and Family Think Tank is making progress and 
collectively formulating our mission here at HCLC. Come 
out and see what ideas are cooking, and add your thoughts 
to the collaborative ministry that is unfolding. We discuss 
topics from VBS to social awareness and diversity in our 
HCLC family and outside community. So, the topics run 
the gamete, and all are welcome to participate. Just let Pen-
ny Sadler-Vocke know to add you to the distribution list. 
We will gather on Thursday October                           26th 
from 7-8pm.  Bring your                      children!  Snack and 
refreshments  will be  
provided.  Meetings are                                                
currently scheduled for the                                             
last  Thursday of  each month. 

Youth and Family  

Think Tank 

Fall Family Fun Night 

Come and help us welcome in fall at our Fall Family 
Fun Night!  We will have hot dogs and smores by the 
fire, games on the lawn, and crafts for the little ones.  Oc-
tober 28th 5-7 at HCLC.  Join us after this event at the 
Beachmont Christian Ministries Corn Maze for more fun.  
This year’s theme is Pirates. 
 
 

The HCLC 2018 Houston bound Youth are sponsoring a crab 

feast November 11th from 2-6 p.m at HCLC. Tickets are $35 per 

person, and includes crabs, pulled pork, 

roasted chicken, pasta salad, potato sal-

ad, corn on the cob, watermelon, Ches-

apeake chips, dessert, and soda/water 

coffee/tea. There will be a Chinese ac-

tion, a quilt auction, a sports memora-

bilia auction, crafts, and more.  
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Influenza Prevention 
by Barb Huber    

Member Spotlight 
by  Larry Phillips 

What brought you to HCLC?  

“My son Chris.  We moved to Fallston Commons in Oct 
2013.  My wife and I knew we were going to switch churches 
after the move.  Going up and down 152 to support our chil-
dren with the grandkids we kept seeing the steeple of Holy 
Communion.  My son had visited the church at the Contem-
porary service and really liked it.  The next I knew both my 
wife and I and my son and his wife Steph were sitting in the 
new members class.” 
 
What do you see as your gifts to serve God, God’s peo-
ple, and the church?   

“This is an interesting question and never really thought 
about it.  One of my gifts is working with people.  As an In-
formation Technology consultant for 33 years, I was always 
deemed as the go to person for getting things done and meet-
ing my deadlines.  This is what I 
bring to the table for HCLC.” 
 
Favorite ice cream flavor?   
“I like them all, yum yum.  My 
preferred flavor is coconut or co-
conut/pineapple, then anything 
that is fruit flavored, then all the 
rest.  I am also extremely fond of 
root beer floats with vanilla ice 
cream.  To quote Bob Hood “But 
there is so much you can do with vanilla.”  Anyone for hot 
apple pie or peach cobbler al la mode? 
 
What is something people may be surprised to know 
about you? 
“I use to play guitar in band when I was in high school.  Dur-
ing my retirement I started playing the guitar again.  I am also 
a computer geek.  I have built about six different desk top 
computers over the last 15 years.  I do most of the cleaning 
in the house, bath rooms, hard wood floors, windows and 
vacuuming.  I have two rods in my back from major back 
surgery, twice. 
What bible verse is meaningful to you? 

 

“Philippians 4: 6-7;  Do not be anxious about anything, but 

in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, pre-

sent your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

How do you serve at HCLC?   
“Currently serving on the Green Committee, the Mutual 
Ministry Committee and in August I volunteered to become 
the Director of Sunday school.” 

Influenza (the Flu) is a contagious respiratory disease that 
infects the nose, throat and lungs.  
The illness may be mild or severe and can lead to death. Flu 
season occurs between November and  
March. Each year 20 percent of the population gets the sea-
sonal flu and approximately 36,000 people  
die.  
 
Signs and symptoms of the flu include fever, chills, head-
ache, body aches, cough, sore throat,  
runny nose, and feeling fatigued. The flu virus is believed to 
be spread by droplets when people cough,  
sneeze and talk. You may also get the flu by touching a sur-
face that is contaminated with the flu virus.  
Healthy indi-
viduals are 
able to infect 
others one day 
prior to onset 
of symptoms 
and for a peri-
od of  
seven days.  
The flu may 
be different 
each year; there are many strains of the virus. The degree of 
severity  
and symptoms will vary from year to year. Complications 
of the flu may include pneumonia, ear  
infections, sinus infections, dehydration and worsening of 
chronic underlying diseases (i.e. diabetes).  
 
The best way to prevent the flu is by receiving a flu vaccine. 
The vaccine needs to be given each year. Protection from 
the virus takes approximately two weeks after receiving the 
vaccine. The Center for Disease Control recommends that 
all individuals over the age of 6 months get a vaccine each 
year.  
 
 Individuals who are allergic to eggs, had previous reaction 
to a flu vaccine, which have an active illness, or history of 
Guillian- Barre Syndrome should consult their physician 
before having the vaccine.  
 
To prevent the flu get your vaccine, avoid contact with oth-
ers when you are sick or they are sick, wash your hands of-
ten (hand gel works too), and practice healthy living with 
diet, rest and physical activity.  
 
For more information visit www.cdc.gov  



10-01 - Beth Caughey 

10-01 – Ken Sanner 

10-02 - Dave Oberender 

10-03 – Kyleigh Weaver 

10-04 – David Orth 

10-04 - Michelle Williams 

10-05 - Amanda Kisner 

10-06 - Charles Cole  
10-06 - Jordan Giordano 

10-06 – Lars Lefkowitz 

10-06 - Grace Pennington 

10-07 – Alexander Hafner 

10-08 - Lynne Strausser 

10-09 - Vicki Zimmerman 

10-11 - Cass Brown 

10-11 - Kim Hafner 

10-11 - Richard Sherrill 

10-11- Kyle Smith 

10-13 – Luke Krieger 

 

Our goal is to “Reach Out and Share Christ’s Love” 
through service projects in the community while 
offering friendship and support to each other through 
social events. Please join us! Invite your friends! Our 2016-
17 schedule and sign up sheets for upcoming events 
are posted on the Senior’s Bulletin Board in the 
hallway. 
 
Please read the Sunday Bulletins and the monthly Bread & 
Wine newsletter for any changes to the schedule below. All 
activities take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
unless otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 

 Tuesday, October 10  
      Silks Restaurant—Bulle Rock 
 Tuesday, November 14 
 Tuesday, December 12 at noon  
      Union Hotel—Port Deposit 
 
We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; Frances 
Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-893-7590; 
Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 410-679-8655. 

Lovin’ Life Seniors October Birthdays 

10-12 - Betty Seeger 

10-12 - Morgan Tacka 

10-14 – Breanna Vocke  

10-15 – Jim Lane 

10-15 - Ashley Lins  

10-16 - Rachel Boeren 

10-16 - Ethan Boeren 

10-17 – Benjamin Orth 

10-18 - Kevin Horn 

10-20 – Tyler Burke 

10-20 - Joanne Cross 

10-20 - Connor Davis 

10-20 - Katelyn Rudolph 

10-21 - Hannah Eyler 

10-21 – Sam Smith 

10-24 - Raymond Edsall 

10-24 – Elliott Otten 

10-27 - Owen Bowling 

10-29 - Judy Reed 

10-31 – Carrie Dorsey 

With many of our families returning from a summer Sabbath, 
you may have missed a few weeks in worship.   Our church still 
operates in your absence.  We invite you to “catch up” on your 
offering commitments by using the special envelopes located in 
the pews.  This will help ensure we can meet  all our ministry 
goals we have set forth in the budget. 

Ketchup “Catch Up” Envelopes 



HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

 

Council Member—Penny Sadler-Vocke 

 

Council Member - Arlene Hildebrandt - President 

 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

 

Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer (appointed) 

 

Council Member - Bob Hood  

 

 Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

 Council Member - Ron Mickley -  Vice-President 

 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller -  

 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein  

 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

 



NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

October 2017 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
                      Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


