
I tell myself this little lie, each and every day: “I am going to 
be so productive today.”  This little lie is actually a HUGE lie 
because each and every day I fail to live up to whatever the 
“so” means in “so productive.”  That means each and every 
day--in one way or another—I get to mentally beat myself up 
at the end of the day about how much I have fallen short to 
the unrealistic goal of “so.” 
  
But, here’s the thing: over time those self-afflicted, mental 
battles really do take their toll on the sense of self…mentally, 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  Somewhere in my 
personal narrative, I have learned to worship the god of “so,” 
so much that my personal worth depends on it…my sense of 
peace depends on it.    
 

As I was walking my daughter to 
the bus stop this morning, I was 
drawn to this g l i s t e n i n g 
spider web in my p e r i p h e r a l 
view.  The web on my ca r ’ s 
antennae was so spec t a cu l a r 
that Delaney noticed it too.  The 
web was so intricate; so delicate, 
yet strong enough to s u s t a i n 
frantic, wriggly and unfortunate 
bugs who were captured in its fibers. 
  
While walking to the bus stop, I thought to myself, “Ugh.  All 
that work and for what? Everyday it’s the same thing: build 
the beautiful spider web only to be destroyed by my commute 
to work! Such foolish optimism!” 
 

I have heard it said that the definition of insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over while expecting a different 
outcome.  Every day the spider rebuilds.  Every day it gets 
damaged in the 50mph winds of my morning commute and 
every day, during the hushed nightfall, the spider web appears, 
glistening in the morning light.  That spider is insane!  
…or am I the insane one? 
  
What’s the difference between my repeated “I am going to be 
so productive today” and the spider’s foolish optimism of 
rebuilding her web? In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is sharing 
the hard news that discipleship isn’t easy and “whoever wants 
to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
[Jesus] and for the Gospel will save it” (Mark 8:35).  Then, the 
crescendo of the text: “What good is it for someone to gain 
the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?” 

 

Each day, I operate under the fallacy of gaining the whole 
world. I am a people-pleaser.  I say, “yes!” more than I say, 
“no” because (somewhere in inner being), I believe that the 
more I do, the more people will depend on me, think I have it 
all together, and the happier I will be.  And yet, I forfeit my 
soul because—as much as I try each day—I never really can 
get all my emails answered, my home looking spotless, and 
homemade dinners from scratch at the table.  I just keep falling 
short of the unrealistic goal of “so” and the continual, self-
degraded inner monologue robs me of my peace.  
  
But that spider?  Whelp, that spider is my life-coach.  Even 
KNOWING that she is going to have her web destroyed, she 
continues to rebuild in the hope of something more.  A 
spider’s got to eat!  The day needs to be lived!  Her 
foreknowledge of the outcome of her web does not restrict her 
from creating beautiful masterpieces or from doing what she 
knows best: being a spider.  I wonder what it might look like if 
I lived like that—confidence in just being me than defining 
myself by the fleeting “to-do” items that will inevitability have 
to be re-done again. 
  
Thought: What is something that you fight to build each day, 
only to have it torn down?  Is your peace, well-being, and sense 
of worth tied to that thing? 
 

Prayer: God of all Creation, you created me more than just to 
accomplish the unending list of things to be done.  Remind 
me, again, what it is to be a creature of your creation.  Remind 
me, again, that my peace, well-being, and sense of worth come 
from You…not some to-do list that I have created.  Amen. 
  
In foolish optimism, 
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Tentative Christmas Eve 

Worship Schedule 

Pastor Chas is looking to rejuvenate the Reaching Out Commit-
tee, a committee that focuses on “reaching out to share Christ’s 
love” o those in need in our community and beyond. We need 
some fresh ideas to "reach out and share Christ's love". Please 
contact Bea Sherrill (410-557-7243) or Barbara Barbour (410-
838-9011) for more information. 

Since Christmas Eve fall on a Sunday this year, we are 
planning to continue with our regular scheduled Sunday 
worship times (8:30 & 10:15 ).  Sunday morning worship 
will include a service of lessons and carols.  Then, we 
will gather again for our regular Christmas Eve candle 
light worship service at 6:30 and 10:00. 

Our HCLC Houston bound Youth are looking for gainful 
employment to help earn our way to Houston. Whether you 
are looking for a babysitter, grass cutting, leaf raking, clean-
ing, cooking, or a simple game of checkers, they are ready to 
work.  A sign-up sheet will be in the back on an easel for you 
to sign-up for the work that is for hire. Thank you in advance 
for your support! 

Youth Are for Hire 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke 

Thanksgiving Project  
by  Barbara Barbour 

We hope to sponsor 10 families this Thanksgiving. We ask 
that you bring in groceries starting 11/5. If shopping is diffi-
cult for you, you may contribute money and we will do the 
shopping.  
 
We will "shop" for our families and deliver the groceries on 
11/19. Ten drivers will be needed on that day. For those new 
to our community, after second service on 11/19, we will turn 
the pews into a grocery store. Each driver will be given a pa-
per with the address, directions and how many people are in 
their family. You can then "shop" the pews for your family's 
groceries. The children especially enjoy this part. It is a great 
family project! 
 
If you have any questions, please ask Barbara Barbour (410-
838-9011) or Bea Sherrill (410-557-7243) 

Reaching Out Committee 
by Barbara Barbour 

On our way rejoicing 
by Pastor Dick Kiesling 

It is my pleasure and joy to becoming involved in the life 
and ministry of Holy Communion Lutheran Church.  To 
be able to be with you in worship - in the celebration of 
the Holy Communion - to study and seek to understand 
God's Word for us - to help all of us to grow in our love 
of Christ and in our living of the life of faith for the sake 
of the world - these are just a few of the reasons I am 
looking forward to being with you.  It will be my aim and 
goal to work with Pastor Chas and the ministry of Holy 
Communion congregation.  In the words of one of my 
favorite hymns may we always be "on our way rejoicing 
let us gladly go." 

Hold the Date 
 
Our interfaith Thanksgiving din-
ner worship is Sunday November 
19, beginning at 5:30pm. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimpMiLpqDXAhWqKsAKHQRODpIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fprairieoakchurch.net%2Fchristmas-eve-worship-service%2F&psig=AOvVaw2LVmcusEeX6CvbnUCTgB7g&ust=1509726055790718
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjr1IuHtKDXAhWFSBQKHV0pCzcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nycinsiderguide.com%2Fthanksgiving-dinner-in-new-york-city&psig=AOvVaw0M0MT1UAWfPX5nqoHhER0V&ust=1509729800


Faith: Facts, Fallacies, and Fiction 
by  Dave Warren   

Some call it luck, good or bad; some call it God’s will; Karma; or confidence or trust in a person or thing. Christians call it 
faith. Even among those who identify themselves as Christians, faith has a multitude of meanings: 
  
“I seldom say a prayer,” a young man confided to a friend. God never answers. I prayed I’d get that new job. I prayed I’d win 
the lottery. I prayed I’d be elected president of our men’s fellowship. None of them happened. God doesn’t answer any of 
my prayers.” The friend said “I think God answered all your prayers. No is an answer.” 
 
For some, faith is a belief that God is a powerful but vengeful master: hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, uncontrollable fires are 
all examples of His displeasure with the people he created and ‘loves.’  You have to keep God happy by avoiding anything you 
and like-minded people consider possibly sinful. Do this and Heaven awaits. 
 
For others, God isn’t even in the game: A shop owner’s small-town store sat next to a vacant lot. Over the years the uncared-
for-lot, overgrown with weeds and litter, became the town’s eyesore. One day the shop owner started clearing out the brush 
and debris. A lady walked by and said “My, what a wonderful job you and God are doing.” He replied, “Yeah, you should 
have seen it when God was doing it all Himself.” He was unaware of the source of his inspiration...God’s work. Our hands.  
 
Still others have faith that if they look for and tend to the needs of others, asking God’s help and advice as they proceed; they 
will have a very powerful partner in their quest.  
  
This is the kind of faith I am trying to make my own, every day, every situation. I ain’t there yet, but sometimes I get pretty 
darn close. Here is a prayer I say quite often. It doesn’t come from the Bible, but it wouldn’t be out of place there: 
 
“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to accept the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” 
  
Note that the prayer only mentions ‘God’—not Jesus, Heavenly Father, the Holy Spirit, Yahweh, Allah, Higher Power. This 
is because it comes from an organization that wants people of all faiths, or lack thereof, to feel comfortable attending and 
seeking help and guidance from an unseen and indefinable source even when they don't want to name a specific deity. When 
they are comfortable they can mentally substitute the name of their choice. I did. When I say this prayer, I know my higher 
power is the one who is listening to me. 
 
I call it faith. 

Have you noticed that the red “Shoes to Share” boxes are 
gone?  We are preparing to offer a new clothing recycling 
ministry in Fallston.  Once we receive the permit from the 
county, you will see a decorative shed that will be the re-
pository for unwanted clothing.  This organization will 
redistribute the clothing to those in need, locally and 
abroad.  As an extra bonus, we will receive a stipend per 
pound of clothes donated.  Even greater, we will receive a 
key to the shed, and have full access to distribute the 
clothing to anyone who stops by the church office and is 
need.   
 
Help spread the word among friends, family, and neigh-
bors! 

New Ministry Coming to HCLC 
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Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Crab Feast 

Calling all Youth from 3rd 

grade through high school!  

Youth Groups are back in full swing for 3rd grade, 4-6th grade, 
and our high school youth. These groups will meet as one 
group for a meal and opening prayer, then they will split up 
into age appropriate groups for a bible study and crafts. The 
monthly gatherings will be held one Sunday per month from 
12:00-1:30 pm per the following schedule: 
  
October 29th 
November 19th 
December 17th- Youth Group Holiday Pot Luck Lunch 
January – N/A Hibernation 
February – 18th ( Since the younger folks cannot take place in 
the famine yet, I figured we would maybe do a mini fast, just 
not have food for that event to help them dial in on hunger) 
March 25th 
April 22nd 
May 18th – End of Year Picnic 
 
Hope to see you there! 

The Youth and family Think Tank Team will be creating 
soldier care boxes this Holiday season to be delivered to 
Walter Reed Hospital in December. The boxes will be 
available for sponsorship in the weeks to come. You will 
be able to either donate items to make the box, or you can 
sponsor a box and we will use those funds to shop for the 
needed supplies. There will be an opportunity on Decem-
ber 9th, 10-2pm to come and make cookies for these box-
es, to help pack the boxes, and to enjoy fellowship with 
some holiday tunes. Sign-up sheets for this project will be 
forthcoming, look for more in the Narthex . 
 
The Think Tank team is always open to anyone who 
would like to get a peek at what is happening with Youth 
and Family a as a whole within HCLC. We will be meeting 
one last time in 2017 on  November 8th, 7-8:30pm. We 
will begin meeting monthly again in January 2018. Please                                  
come out to join the conversation. 

Youth and Family  

Think Tank 

Babysitting Opportunity 

Friday December 8th from 6-8 pm at HCLC, the Houston 
youth will be offering a babysitting opportunity for our 

young ones. Mom 
and Dad can have a 
night out, some early 
holiday shopping, or 
even take advantage 
of some down time 
before the crazy holi-
day season begins. 
More to come in the 
weekly email news 
pertaining to registra-
tion and cost. 

The HCLC 2018 Houston bound Youth are sponsoring a crab 

feast November 11th from 2-6 p.m at HCLC. Tickets are $35 per 

person, and includes crabs, pulled pork, roasted chicken, pasta 

salad, potato salad, corn on the cob, 

watermelon, Chesapeake chips, des-

sert, and soda/water coffee/tea. There 

will be a Chinese action, a quilt auc-

tion, a sports memorabilia auction, 

crafts, and more.  

Thank you to all who donated pens for the Free Ride Middle 
school youth retreat, the donated items were packed into 
school kits that will travel around the world to many children 
in need who do not have a backpack or the necessary tools to 
learn. 
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Stewardship & HVAC  
by  The Rev. Chasity L. Wiener 

Member Spotlight 
by  JoAnn Theys 

What brought you to HCLC?  
“Oohh, that’s a long explanation, so let’s see if I can boil it 
down! I was raised a Catholic, lapsed quite a while ago, couldn’t 
find a “fit” for my faith beliefs anywhere, joined a wonderful 
organization about three years ago called Lutheran World Relief, 
learned about Lutheranism and began working with a group of 
very nice Lutherans (both ELCA and LCMS), decided I wanted 
to attend an ELCA church and see if it was a “fit” for me, 
looked on-line to see who was close to my home, found HCLC, 
saw that it had a woman pastor (I loved that!), she was married 
with children (I also loved that!), and that it was an open/
welcoming church (which I also loved), and decided it was a 
good “fit” on-line for me.  So, I attended my first service.  I was 
welcomed by everyone at the service in a way in which I had 
never been welcomed before, which 
really made an impression on 
me.  Plus, the sermon Pastor Chas 
gave was about finding your moment 
of peace when everything is boiling 
and roiling around you and used 
paintings from a New York art com-
petition to make the point.  I was 
hooked, and have been attending ever 
since. I joined the Church and am 
now proud to say I am Lutheran!!!” 
What do you see as your gifts to 
serve God, God’s people, and the 
church?   
“I have always been someone who is a volunteer.  I was a Peace 
Corps Volunteer and have continued that service through my 
work for non-profits doing relief and development work in de-
veloping countries.  I do what I can, where I can.  I like to ex-
treme coupon so I enjoy helping out HCLC with buying things 
they need as cheaply as I can, hahaha! 
Favorite ice cream flavor?   
“Mint chocolate chip:” 
What is something people may be surprised to know about 
you? 
“I have two tattoos.” 
What bible verse is meaningful to you? 
“1 Corinthians 13:4-8 “4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishon-
or others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.” 
How do you serve at HCLC?   
“I enjoying doing whatever is needed that is within my abili-
ties.  I am a healing minister, I am now an assisting communion 
minister, I am on Penny Sadler—Vocke’s Think Tank working 
group, and I do extreme couponing to get supplies for church. 

It is always, at this time of year, that I write to you in reminder 
of our roles as “stewards” of the church. It is fitting then, in 
this season of harvest and thanksgiving, that we remember all 
that we have—and will have—and all that we are is directly 
from God’s love and care for us. Because of God’s abundant 
generosity, we often reap far more than what we sow. Some-
times, we take for granted how much time, talents, and money 
we really have.  
 

God calls us to consider what it means for us to live based 
upon gratitude and, as an expression of faith, to use those 
gifts for the goodness of creation and God’s mission through 
the church. As always, I hope you use the enclosed steward-
ship pledge card to consider how we might continue 
“reaching out to share Christ’s love” through the ministry at 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church. Did you know it takes 
approximately $40 a week per member/family (or $2108 an-
nually per member/family) to meet our ministry goals set in 
the 2018 budget?  
Presently, we are experiencing some new growth within our 
congregation and there are many ministries that I am person-
ally excited about. People are experiencing church in a renew-
ing way and their relationship with God is growing deeper.  
 

And now some challenging news: Our building is showing 
some signs of aging. Currently, our heating, ventilation, and 
air conditioning (HVAC) unit is in demise. We are looking 
at a costly repair of $35,000-$45,000 to replace the system. 
Because of this need, we will soon begin a capital campaign 
to help raise those funds. Sure, it sounds like a lot of mon-
ey (and it is), but we worship of God of abundance and not 
scarcity. God always provides through God’s people: if the 
140 families we have each contributes an additional $322 as 
a one-time gift, we would meet our “worst case” scenario 
goal for a complete HVAC overhaul. That said, because 
each of us has different financial situations, we hope that 
those who can give more, would do so, to be sensitive of 
those who are unable.  
 

As the body of Christ, please join us in recommitting our-
selves to achieving our 2017 financial and ministry goals, 
while looking ahead to 2018.  
 

We invite you to contemplate and discern—in partnership 
with the Spirit—how you intend to participate in our mis-
sion together and continue “Reaching Out to Share Christ’s 
love.” Then, fill out the pledge card available in the Nar-
thex (keeping a copy for yourself so that you can be re-
minded of your intentions) and drop it in the offering plate 
or mail it to the church office. We will consecrate—that is, 
dedicate to God for God’s mission—all completed/
returned cards during worship on Sunday, December 3.  
 



11-01-- Jeanette Hastings 
11-02 – Gail Amrein 
11-02 - Cory Flohr 
11-02 - Holly Skinner 
11-03 - Anna Eyler  
11-03 - Timothy Gray 
11-03 - Madison Tacka 
11-04 – Stephanie Eckels 
11-06 – Thomas Bagwell 
11-06 - Tyler Dix 
11-06 - Alice Oberender 
11-09 - Carl Henderson, Jr 
11-14 - Carol Jenkins 
11-17 - Sandy Fleming 
11-17 - Anna Seitl 
11-17 - Chris Sulin  

Our goal is to offer friendship and support to one 
another through social events.  Please join us!  Invite 
your friends!  Our 2017-18 schedule and sign- up sheets 
for upcoming events are posted on the senior’s bulletin 
board in the hallway.  Please read the Sunday bulletins 
and Bread and Wine for any changes to the schedule 
below.  All activities take place on 2nd Tuesdays of the 
month unless otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 

*  Tuesday, November 14 at noon 
Barrel House—Rte. 152 and Rte. 1 
*  Tuesday, December 12 at noon 
Union Hotel, Port Deposit or Manor Tavern, Monkton 

 
2018 CALENDAR 

 
*  Tuesday, January 9 at noon 
Basta Pasta—Rte. 152 
*  Tuesday, February 13 at noon 
Mamie’s Restaurant—Beard’s Hill Aberdeen 
*  Tuesday, March 13 at noon 
5-10 Johnny’s—Bel Air 
*  Tuesday, April 10 at noon 
Olive Tree—Aberdeen 
*  Tuesday, May 8 at noon 
Fisherman’s Catch—Forest Hill Bowling Lanes 
*  Tuesday, June 12 at noon 
Steel Fish Restaurant—Bel Air 
 
We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; 
Frances Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-
893-7590; Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 
410-679-8655. 

Lovin’ Life Seniors November Birthdays 

 
11-18 - David Snyder 
11-19 - Hillary Griffin 
11-20 - Nancy Collins 
11-20 - Arthur Romain 
11-21 - Amber Deems 
11-21 - Elyssa Hoffmann 
11-21 - Arlene Weber 
11-23 - Diane Pfeifer 
11-24 - Charlie Rudolph 
11-25 - Thelma Maisenholder 
11-25 - Nancy Murray 
11-26 - Susan Dulaney 
11-28 – Natalie Schronsky 
11-29 - Tina Salvo 
11-30 - Kelly Clavell 
 
 

 

 Caroling with Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd. Time yet to be decided.  

 
 Church Holiday pre-cleaning on Saturday, Novem-

ber 18th from 10-2pm. Donuts and coffee will be 
provided. 

 
 
 

Important Dates 

With many of our families returning from a summer Sabbath, 
you may have missed a few weeks in worship.   Our church still 
operates in your absence.  We invite you to “catch up” on your 
offering commitments by using the special envelopes located in 
the pews.  This will help ensure we can meet  all our ministry 
goals we have set forth in the budget. 

Ketchup “Catch Up” Envelopes 
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NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

November 2017 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
                      Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


