
A few years ago, a new word entered into the English 
vocabulary: “Hallothanksmas.”  My favorite definition 
comes from the Urban Dictionary: “Hallothanksmas: 
proper noun.  Hallothanksmas is an event running from 
early October to New Year’s Eve.  Due to people’s 
obsessive need to start the holidays earlier and earlier, the 
three holidays of Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas have 
merged into one huge morass of 
shopping.”  Hallothanksmas.  There 
you go.   
 

We are a people who like to hastily 
run through the calendar, only to 
later look behind us wondering 
where all the days have gone.  We 
rarely settle into the present moment, 
but instead speed ahead to the 
future. 
 

We do the same in the rhythms of the church year—
somewhere between the “Hallowthanks” and the “mas” in 
the “Hallowthanksmas” is the season of Advent.  Advent is 
a time of watchful waiting.  The church is wonderfully 
“weird” in this way, as the season of Advent directly 
contradicts the “hustle and bustle” with quiet, stillness, 
preparation, and longing.  If we are really honest with 
ourselves, we despise the stillness of waiting.   Whether we 
are on-hold while speaking to customer service, slowing to 
25 mph for a school zone, enduring a sluggish internet 
connection, or thumbing through the magazines in the 
office of a doctor who does not keep timely appointments, 
waiting frustrates those living in a fast-pasted world.   
 
…but what if there is holiness in the waiting and we are 
completely missing it?  What if—by waiting—helps God to 
reveal things that we might have otherwise 
missed?  Perhaps by delaying the gratification of 
immediacy, this also strengthens other areas in our lives 
and allows us to be disciplined in other ways that we need, 
but did not expect. Perhaps then, there is an invitation for 
us to just dwell in the waiting, to acutely see God’s activity, 
and not OUR activity.   
 

Because, over 2000 years ago, a miraculous event was about 
to take place: a newborn king was to be born! A king above 

all kings!  The Son of God!  But, you would not find great 
fan-fare or hype leading up to this event.  The only 
indication of this Christmas event would be a star in the 
night sky.  A lowly star!  Something so subtle that would 
have easily been missed among the bustling chaos of 
traveling to far away homelands for a census, no rooms at 

the inn, and the twisted politics of 
King Herod.  In all this bustle, it was 
very easy for an unwed man named 
Joseph and his teenage (very 
pregnant) betrothed, Mary, to go 
unnoticed.  And yet, the star was 
shining brightly and the holy couple 
was traveling…right before our eyes.  
Perhaps if people would have paused 
long enough to see this great, divine 
“set up”—that is, all the “foretelling” 
and signs in those moments 
BEFORE Christmas, perhaps the 
greatest gift of Christmas—the 

cosmic welcoming of the birth of God in the flesh—would 
have been better attended than just a few shepherds who 
were keeping watch by night (isn’t it ironic that the only 
people privy to such a spectacular event were still, quiet, 
and watchful?). 
 

I am confident that—in those moments before Christ’s 
birth—the world continued as usual, never skipping a beat: 
people busily moved through the marketplace purchasing 
goods, farmers tended to their crops, and the flurry of the 
everyday created a buzz of energy.  The same will be said 
for us as we move toward Christmas. And yet, this season 
of Advent is filled with holiness that is in the stillness.  Will 
you be able to see God’s activity or will it go unnoticed?  
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For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Anna Nor-
ris.  Being someone who likes to have all the boxes checked, I 
was struggling with what to call these words I have written.  As 
I listened to the choir sing the Anthem, I was moved by the 
words God will Not Forsake Us.   
 

I was approached by Ron and Charlotte several weeks ago 
about sharing my faith journey.  I agreed to think about it, but 
wondered why they asked me.  As I prayed about the decision 
over the next few days, I heard a voice say, it’s not about you 
Anna, it’s about me.  God really does have a sense of humor! 
 

Although I have attended church most of my life, about a ten 
years ago I became restless and felt like I was warming a pew.  I 
guess that was God’s gentle way of saying Anna, it’s time to 
move on.  I had always felt welcome at my son-in-love’s 
church, and while it meant a change in religion, it seemed like 
the right thing to do.  I became a member of the Stephen Min-
istry team thinking it was a good way to use the gifts God has 
given me.   Only God knew how much I would grow in my 
faith while walking beside folks who needed a little extra sup-
port to get through a rough time.  I enjoyed the pastor and the 
people, but God had other plans. 
 

About two years ago, my good friend Nancy Willis told me 
about Holy Communion Lutheran church.  I was feeling rest-
less - again, so I decided to check it out for myself.  I felt an 
instant connection.  It was hard to say goodbye to my prior 
church family, and I never looked back, but after about a year, 
I began to feel restless – yet again!  Fortunately the next change 
didn’t require a change in churches.  This change was harder - I 
had to get out of the pew!   
 

I had felt a nudge to be part of a contemporary music band for 
about two years.  When I told Penny about the nudge she said 
she had been praying for a new member during the same time 
frame!   We smiled at God’s timing.  I was warmly welcomed 
into the band, but the expression on my face must have been 
priceless when Carolyn said “you can use mike 1.”  I never 
thought about needing to use a microphone!  It took my head a 
while to catch up to where my heart was leading.  
  
Shortly after I joined the band, I found myself trying to process 
a major loss due to family estrangement.  God hasn’t stopped 
the storm, but in God’s goodness and mercy God had arranged 
for me to be surrounded by your love, fulfilling a dream of 
playing in the band. He even used Pastor Chas’s sermons to 
lead and guide me (sometimes even from the children’s ser-
mon), and provided a faith community where I could share my 
gifts.  
 

Continued... 

As you know the heating and cooling system in the sanctuary is 
more than 28-years old and we've spent more than $10,000 in 
repair costs during the last 4-years. Continuing to repair the 
system in the future did not seem to be a wise use of funds. 
Council, working together with the chair of the property com-
mittee, decided it was best to replace the system before it failed 
again-- which would probably occur in the middle of summer. 
 

During preliminary discussions we believed the replacement 
cost would be less than $45,000. We used this amount when 
announcing the fund raising campaign.  We were wrong.  The 
actual cost is higher than our initial estimate. 
 

In order to compare costs and design solutions a Request for 
Proposal was prepared and approved by council and the prop-
erty chair. It was sent to eight contractors seeking competitive 
bids for an energy efficient, quiet heat pump system that would 
hopefully serve us for at least 20-years.   
 

We received 3 proposals that were suitable for considera-
tion.  These proposals were reviewed by council and the prop-
erty chair. One proposal was for more than $86,000 for a state-
of-the-art, high-tech system.  The other 2 proposals were for 
conventional heat pump systems similar to what we currently 
have-- but much more energy efficient. These two proposals 
were for $65,871 and $63,707.  While we were surprised by the 
higher than anticipated cost, we believe the proposals are com-
petitive and they differ from each other by only about 3 per-
cent. 
 

Since retaining the current system is not an option and delaying 
the replacement would increase the cost, council voted to ac-
cept the lowest cost proposal ($63,707). While this proposal 
exceeds our preliminary estimate by almost $19,000, this differ-
ence amounts to less than $1000 per year over the expected 
lifetime of the system. The replacement heat pump system is 
scheduled to be installed in January 2018.  If you are interested 
in the details please contact Bruce Amrein, (410.879.6439), or 
Bob Hood, (410.877.0754), 

HVAC Update 

God Will Not Forsake Us 
by: Anna Norris 

When I began writing my story, I thought it was for you, 
and maybe my story will touch some of your hearts.  But 
God, in God’s wisdom, knew I needed to type these 
words, and speak these words, to truly experience that 
God knows what I need before I ask, and is with me in 
this storm.  Sometimes we need to look back to connect 
the dots. 
 

Thank you for letting me tell God’s story in my life, for 
reaching out to share Christ’s love with me, and for allow-
ing me to share Christ’s love with you. 



Faith: Facts, Fallacies, and Fiction 
by Pastor Bob Ridenour   

The season of Christmas is the time from Christmas Eve until the Epiphany, the sixth of January (yes, there is a season of 
Christmas that comes AFTER Christmas day).  These twelve days of Christmas (and a partridge in a pear tree) is the season 
when we in the church focus particularly on the gift we have received from God, the wonderful gift of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
In most years the Christmas season includes two Sundays, though there is just one in 2017-2018.  On these Sundays the 
Christ Candle burns brightly.  The alter color is the brilliant white of joy and celebration.  Included within this season is also 
the celebration of not only Jesus’ birth, but also his baptism by John the Baptist.  We celebrate both Christ’s baptism and our 
own, because, like birth, baptism is the sign of a joyous new life in Christ. 
 
In this Christmas season, our hymns and all our worship is joyful and bright, filled with hope and promise.  Worship in this 
season celebrates the gift of light and joy and peace and hope given to us and to the whole world by the birth of the Lord 
Christ; his birth both two thousand years ago, and, also in this day and hour; his birth both in Bethlehem and in our hearts 
and in our world as well. 

Service Times 
Four opportunities to celebrate Christmas!  Join us on Sun-
day, Christmas Eve morning (at 8:30A and 10:15A) as we sing 
Christmas hymns and listen to the story of Jesus’ birth unfold 
through scripture.  Then, join us for candlelight services at 
6:30P (contemporary) and 10P (traditional).  Bring a friend! 

This year the HCLC Sunday School students will be 
presenting a traditional Christmas program on Sun-
day, Dec 17th at 8:30am & 10:15am.  A pancake 
breakfast will be served between services. 

 

Children’s Christmas Play 

TRAVELLING?  NOT FEELING WELL? 

CAN'T COME TO CHURCH? 

HOLY COMMUNION COMES TO YOU! 
 

 

Join any service by watching our webcam at   
webcam.HolyCommunionFallston.org 

 
The webcam is on for all services and only shows  
the front portion of  the sanctuary. 

 
 

The webcam works on most devices (smartphones, tablets, PCs, iPhones®, and IPads®). 
It does not work on Amazon Kindle Fire® tablets 
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Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Calling all Youth from 3rd 

grade through high school!  

Youth Groups are back in full swing for 3rd grade, 4-6th grade, 
and our high school youth. These groups will meet as one 
group for a meal and opening prayer, then they will split up 
into age appropriate groups for a bible study and crafts. The 
monthly gatherings will be held one Sunday per month from 
12:00-1:30 pm per the following schedule: 
  
December 17th- Youth Group Holiday Pot Luck Lunch 
January – N/A Hibernation 
February – 18th (Since the younger folks cannot take place in 
the famine yet, I figured we would maybe do a mini-fast, just 
not have food for that event to help them dial in on hunger) 
March 25th 
April 22nd 
May 18th – End of Year Picnic 
 
Hope to see you there! 

The Youth and family Think Tank Team will be creating 
soldier care boxes this holiday season to be delivered to 
Walter Reed Hospital in December. The boxes will be 
available for sponsorship in the weeks to come. You will 
be able to either donate items to make the box, or you can 
sponsor a box and we will use those funds to shop for the 
needed supplies. There will be an opportunity on Decem-
ber 16th, 10-2pm to come and make cookies for these box-
es, to help pack the boxes, and to enjoy fellowship with 
some holiday tunes. Sign-up sheets for this project will be 
forthcoming, look for more in the Narthex . 
 
The Think Tank team is always open to anyone who 
would like to get a peek at what is happening with Youth 
and Family as a whole within HCLC.  
If you have been curious about  what  
the Think tank team is doing, please 
 consider sitting in on a session. We 
 will  resume meeting in January 2018. 

Soldier Care Boxes 

Babysitting Opportunity 

Friday December 8th from 6-8 pm at HCLC, the Houston 
youth will be offering a babysitting opportunity for our 
young ones. Mom and Dad can have a night out, some 
early holiday shopping, or even take advantage of some 
down time before the crazy holiday season begins. There 

will be a $20 per family 
charge, which will go to-
wards the Youth Gather-
ing Fund for the Houston 
bound youth.  Please see 
the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex at the Youth table. 

On Friday December 22nd, HCLC Youth and Family , 6th – 

12th grade will be joining Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-

herd for some good old fashioned holiday caroling. Caroling 

bus leaves LCGS at 6:30pm and returns by 9:30. Youth can 

stay after for sub sandwiches and holiday movie in parsonage 

basement until 11pm or be picked up at end of caroling. Need 

to be at LCGS by 6:15 to get on bus. Please see Penny Sadler-

Vocke to register or for more information. 

 

Thank you to all who helped, donated, and participated with 
the crab feast.  We cleared $1500!  Check out the Southwest 
jet in the Narhtex as it continues to move! 

Holiday Caroling 
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Hypertension 
by  Barb Huber 

Member Spotlight 
by  Donna Campbell 

What brought you to HCLC?  
“Growing up, I lived a block away from the Lutheran church 
I was raised in and my husband is Catholic. So when we 
moved to Maryland about 27 years ago, the second cheapest 
house for sale in Fallston just happened to be on Old Fall-
ston Rd. How perfect for our mixed marriage; both churches 
would be on our street! We felt this was meant to be our new 
home and I have enjoyed being a member of Holy Commun-
ion ever since.” 
 
What do you see as your gifts to serve God, God’s peo-
ple, and the church?   
“Wow, what a perfect question for a member of the steward-
ship committee! When I think of 
my gifts (time, talents and treas-
ures) I feel very blessed, thankful 
and happy to share the gifts God 
entrusted to me for the mission 
of HCLC. My biggest gift right 
now, I guess, is my time. I never 
returned to work after raising my 
kids, so my schedule is somewhat 
flexible to help out here at 
church.” 
 
“Favorite ice cream flavor?   
“Turkey Hill’s Chocolate Marsh-
mallow” 
 
What is something people may be surprised to know 
about you? 
“People seem surprised when I pull out my phone and it’s 
not a smart phone. So, yes, I still use a slide phone. ” 
 
What bible verse is meaningful to you? 
“Romans 12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, per-
severe in prayer.”  It is my go to verse because it’s easy to 
remember and a constant reminder for me to keep my rela-
tionship with God open in good times and in bad.  
 
Also, during our Bible study of Romans, I was overwhelmed 
by the power of God’s love through verses 8:38-39.” 
 
How do you serve at HCLC?   
“I am the financial secretary, a stewardship committee mem-
ber, a prayer chain member and a Holy Stitcher.” 

One in every three Americans has hypertension. This silent 
killer, left untreated can lead to heart attacks, heart failure, 
strokes, kidney failure, and vision problems. Hypertension 
can occur at any age and is more common in individuals  
who are overweight, sedentary, smoke, drink, eat high fat 
and salt, and are over the age of 55. Simply high blood 
pressure means the pressure in the arteries is increased; this  
pressure is recorded in the blood pressure. The systolic 
number (top) is the pressure when the heart contracts; the 
diastolic number (bottom) is the pressure when the heart 
relaxes. A normal blood pressure is 120/70. Hypertension 
cannot be 
cured but can 
be controlled 
with medica-
tions and life-
style modifica-
tions. Improve 
your blood 
pressure by 
losing weight 
(if overweight), 
increase your daily  
activity, limit alcohol consumption, and eat a well-balanced 
diet limiting fat, cholesterol and salt intake. If you are on 
medication, take your medication everyday as directed by 
your physician. Keep a record of your blood pressures to  
show your physician. For more information see  
www.heart.org the American Heart Association’s  
website. With blessings, Barb Huber RN, FCHN, CSRN 

Pastor Chas and Pastor Kimberly from (Fallston Presbyter-
ian) will host A Service Of Light and Hope on Tuesday, 
December 12 at 7pm.  Do you know someone who has 
recently lost a loved one or is going through a particularly 
difficult time of transition in life?  If so, the holidays can be 
emotionally tough and they may need a little extra 
"TLC."  If you are missing a loved one this Christmas, 
please bring a photo of your loved one to the service. 
 

Service of Light and Hope 
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12-01 - Steve Glock 

12-03 - Bess Reed 

12-05 - Rachel Edsall 

12-05 - Beth Griffin 

12-05 - Jane Plantholt 

12-06 - Shelley Dix 

12-06 – Matthew Weaver 

12-07 - Theresa Perkins 

12-09 - Hannah Adams 

12-11- Sandy Ebsworth 

12-12 – Eleanor Jacobs  

12-14 - Jeff Boeren 

12-15 - Bill Plantholt 

12-16 – Ben Thompson 

Our goal is to offer friendship and support to one 
another through social events.  Please join us!  Invite 
your friends!  Our 2017-18 schedule and sign- up sheets 
for upcoming events are posted on the senior’s bulletin 
board in the hallway.  Please read the Sunday bulletins 
and Bread and Wine for any changes to the schedule 
below.  All activities take place on 2nd Tuesdays of the 
month unless otherwise noted. 
 

2017 CALENDAR 
 

*  Tuesday, December 12 at noon 
Manor Tavern, Monkton 

 
2018 CALENDAR 

 
*  Tuesday, January 9 at noon 
Basta Pasta—Rte. 152 
*  Tuesday, February 13 at noon 
Mamie’s Restaurant—Beard’s Hill Aberdeen 
*  Tuesday, March 13 at noon 
5-10 Johnny’s—Bel Air 
*  Tuesday, April 10 at noon 
Olive Tree—Aberdeen 
*  Tuesday, May 8 at noon 
Fisherman’s Catch—Forest Hill Bowling Lanes 
*  Tuesday, June 12 at noon 
Steel Fish Restaurant—Bel Air 
 
We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; 
Frances Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-
893-7590; Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 
410-679-8655. 

Lovin’ Life Seniors December Birthdays 

12-17 - Susan Hood 

12-18 - Jon Perkins 

12-19 - Brianna Billings 

12-19 - Steven Caughey 

12-19 – Marianne Otten 

12-19 – Ed Walton 

12-20 - Emma Snyder 

12-24 - Phil Wiener 

12-25 - Sherri Glock 

12-26 – Chris Julian 

12-26 - Howard Seeger 

12-28 - Tara Giordano 

12-29 - Dillon Skinner 

12-29 - Christina Thanner 

 

 

On December 12, 1982 49 people attended the first 
meeting to discuss the genesis of HCLC?  It was in the 

hall of St Mark’s and the 
weather outside was 
frightful — a snowstorm! 
 

Did you know... 

Do you have a December birthday but do not see your name 
printed here?  That means we do not have your complete infor-
mation on file.  Please contact Hailea in the church office to up-
date your information. 

 
 
There will be a Men’s 
Group coming to 
HCLC in January!  
Watch for updates 
and more information 
coming in the next 
few weeks! 
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HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

 

Council Member—Penny Sadler-Vocke 

 

Council Member - Arlene Hildebrandt - President 

 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

 

Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer (appointed) 

 

Council Member - Bob Hood  

 

 Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

 Council Member - Ron Mickley -  Vice-President 

 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller -  

 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein  

 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

 



NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

December 2017 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
                      Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


