
Happy New Year!  What IS it about January 1 that creates, 
within us, so much desire to make “new?”  We make 
ambitious, new resolutions, in futile attempt to convince 
ourselves that we are going to do new things or adopt new 
behaviors… 
 
Dana Gioia, American poet, aptly described the feelings 
that only a new year bring: “The new year always brings us 
what we want, simply by bringing us along—to see a 
calendar with every day uncrossed, a field 
of snow without a single footprint.”  In a 
word: newness.  Fresh calendars and fresh 
snow, unmarked and awaiting 
opportunities. 
 
It’s January 2 as I write this article and I 
have made (and broken) countless 
resolutions already (including submitting 
my newsletter article on time). Does that 
mean that this year is already deemed 
inept?  Of course not.  I will wake up and 
try again tomorrow.  It’s not just a new 
year that provides fresh starts, it is new 
days, too.  I wonder why we do not treat 
every day’s end like December 31, celebrating 
the joyous while biding farewell to the mishaps of the day?  
I believe in the transformational tomorrow.   
 
That’s MY New Year’s resolution: to help keep the past in 
the past and not let it define my future or crowd my 
present.  It’s actually a biggie for me.  And, yes, it is far 
easier said than done, but ultimately, it is one of the best 
gifts that I can do in loving (and healing) myself.  This is a 
tough mercy, because half the time we are too hard on 
ourselves and the rest of time, we are too easy.   
 

I considered this as I was reflecting on my baptism and 

what it means to be a baptized child.  Baptism, it seems, is 

a way of saying that even God knows the tremendous 

emotional weight of holding onto past things and how 

crushing it can be to the human spirit!  Being baptized 

means that I am always being made new.  DAILY.  I don’t 

have to wait until another week or month or year to start 

the hopeful desires to drown the “old Adam/old Eve” 

within me.  Through baptism, I have been incorporated 

into Christ’s death AND the newness of life in Christ’s 

resurrection.  If you think about it, that is pretty powerful 

stuff to be resurrected because it means that we aren’t 

staying stuck too long in somewhere when we don’t 

belong. 

 
Finally, in the Large Catechism, Luther writes: “We regard 

baptism and put it to use in such a way that 
we may draw strength and comfort from it 
when our sins and conscious oppress us, 
and shall be saved and have eternal life, 
both in soul and body…no greater jewel, 
therefore, can adorn our body and soul than 
baptism, for through it we become 
completely and holy blessed, which no 
other kind of life and no work on earth can 
acquire.” 
 
Because—as the old adage goes—the past is 
a place of reference, not residence.  Our 
residence is in the body of Christ. 
 
 
 

 
Happy New Year Church but, more so, happy days of 
being made new. 
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The 2017 HCLC Christmas Program was a huge success, 
thanks to the help and support of our Sunday school staff, stu-
dents, the Think Tank committee, and Pastor Chas.  On Mon-
day Dec.18th, I went  back to HCLC to do some vacuuming 
and I noticed that there was a lot of glitter in the Narthex..  
This is to be expected as some of the costumes and dresses 
were peppered with it.  As I began to vacuum, I noticed that 
glitter is very hard to pickup even with a brand new vacuum 
cleaner, but eventually you see it disappear.  This is very much 
like the Christmas Spirit we all receive at the end the year.  
Much like the carpet in the Narthex that is filled with glitter, 
the month of December is filled with the Spirit of Christmas, 
the gift of Christ our savior.  Once again December is upon us 
and we are renewed  with the Christmas Spirit.  A lot of us try 
to wish the Christmas season away because it is always hectic 
and a lot work.  I pray that this coming year we retain the 
Christmas Spirit and consistently remember and share God’s 
Love.  

As you know the heating and cooling system in the sanc-
tuary is more than 28-years old and we've spent more than 
$10,000 in repair costs during the last 4-years. Continuing 
to repair the system in the future did not seem to be a wise 
use of funds. Council, working together with the chair of 
the property committee, decided it was best to replace the 
system before it failed again-- which would probably occur 
in the middle of summer. 
 
During preliminary discussions we believed the replace-
ment cost would be less than $45,000. We used this 
amount when announcing the fund raising campaign.  We 
were wrong.  The actual cost is higher than our initial esti-
mate. 
 
In order to compare costs and design solutions a Request 
for Proposal was prepared and approved by council and 
the property chair. It was sent to eight contractors seeking 
competitive bids for an energy efficient, quiet heat pump 
system that would hopefully serve us for at least 20-years.   
 
We received 3 proposals that were suitable for considera-
tion.  These proposals were reviewed by council and the 
property chair. One proposal was for more than $86,000 
for a state-of-the-art, high-tech system.  The other 2 pro-
posals were for conventional heat pump systems similar to 
what we currently have-- but much more energy efficient. 
These two proposals were for $65,871 and $63,707.  While 
we were surprised by the higher than anticipated cost, we 
believe the proposals are competitive and they differ from 
each other by only about 3 percent. 
 
Since retaining the current system is not an option and 
delaying the replacement would increase the cost, council 
voted to accept the lowest cost proposal ($63,707). While 
this proposal exceeds our preliminary estimate by almost 
$19,000, this difference amounts to less than $1000 per 
year over the expected lifetime of the system. The replace-
ment heat pump system is scheduled to be installed in Jan-
uary 2018.  If you are interested in the details please con-
tact Bruce Amrein, (410.879.6439), or Bob Hood, 
(410.877.0754). 

HVAC Update Sunday School News 

by: Larry Phillips 

“Good Grief” Group 

Pastor Chas defines grief as “What once was is now no long-
er.”  That means grief comes to us not only from a loss in 
death, but from other transitions in life, as well.  However you 
are grieving – because of death or transition – join us for our 
“Good Grief” group that begins January 10th at 12:30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Supporting each other through love, faith,  

and understanding 
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Celebrating Our Baptism 
by Pastor Bob Ridenour   

Early each year we remember and celebrate the baptism of Jesus.  Most of us have been baptized.  Why is baptism important 
for Christians? 
 
Baptism is a sign and symbol of the new life God gives to us all.  It is a sign and promise from God that we are members of 
God’s family—the church.  It is a symbol of the promise we make to follow Christ as his disciples. 
 
Baptism is not a “christening” (which is a “naming”), nor is it having someone “done” (as I have heard some people say).  
Rather, baptism is a sign of the eternal commitment God is giving to us, and of the commitment we are giving to God and 
with one another.  We are all one with God and with each other, regardless of age or knowledge or sex or social and econom-
ic status, or race or nationality or even faith.  God is the initiator of the promise—and God gives it to all who seek it. 
 
If possible, we are baptized in front of  the whole church gathered together.  It is a communal act of trust and love.  It is not 
just between an individual and God, but a holy moment for all involved—for the whole church. 
 
In baptism: 
     *  We celebrate the new life Christ gives to us and to all. 
     *  We give God thanks for this wonderful gift. 
     *  We make our own vows, and remember the vows we have previously made, or were made for us, at our own baptism. 
 
Martin Luther asked us to remember our baptism daily.  He said “Put your hand upon your head where the waters of baptism 
have been applied and say “I...am...baptized.”  We might add to this “I celebrate God’s love for me and for all.  I give thanks 
for the gifts of hope and grace and love for all.  I vow again to act upon these gifts as best I am able, and above all, I place my 
trust and give anew my life to Christ” 

TRAVELLING?  NOT FEELING WELL? 

CAN'T COME TO CHURCH? 

HOLY COMMUNION COMES TO YOU! 
 

 

Join any service by watching our webcam at   webcam.HolyCommunionFallston.org 
 

The webcam is on for all services and only shows the front portion of  the sanctuary. 

 
 

The webcam works on most devices (smartphones, tablets, 
PCs, iPhones®, and IPads®). 

It does not work on Amazon Kindle Fire® tablets 
 

Let us know if you are watching our services. 
Please send comments or issues relating to the broadcast to 

webcam@HolyCommunionFallston.org 

http://webcam.holycommunionfallston.org/
mailto:webcam@holycommunionfallston.org


Youth News 
by Penny Sadler-Vocke, Youth Leader 

Calling all Youth from 3rd 

grade through high school!  

Youth Groups are back in full swing for 3rd grade, 4-6th grade, 
and our high school youth. These groups will meet as one 
group for a meal and opening prayer, then they will split up 
into age appropriate groups for a bible study and crafts. The 
monthly gatherings will be held one Sunday per month from 
12:00-1:30 pm per the following schedule: 
  
January – N/A Hibernation 
February – 18th (Since the younger folks cannot take place in 
the famine yet, I figured we would maybe do a mini-fast, just 
not have food for that event to help them dial in on hunger) 
March 25th 
April 22nd 
May 18th – End of Year Picnic 
 
Hope to see you there! 

The Think Tank Team would like to thank all who donat-
ed and came out to help pack 63 soldier boxes to be deliv-
ered for the holiday to our injured heroes currently at the 
Walter Reed Hospital. A huge thank you to Ron Mickley 
for being out Santa to deliver our boxes and the bags of 
other collected items to the  
red cross team at Walter Reed. 

Thank you, thank you, 

thank you! 

Family Ice Skating 

Join our HCLC Youth and Family groups on a winter fun 
field trip to Ice World (1300 Governors Ct, Abingdon, MD 
21009) and enjoy some family fun while on the ice! Skating 
will take place on Sunday, January 14th  from 12:40-2:35 pm.  
Admission is $10, and skate rental is an additional $4.00.  
Please RSVP to Penny Sadler-Vocke at 
youth@holycommunionfallston.org. 
 

As we are looking ahead to our 2018 VBS planning, we 
have identified a few questions that we would first like to 
ask you before moving forward. Please weigh in with your 
opinions or concerns, as they may apply to your planning, 
either for youth participation or as a volunteer. Please ei-
ther reach out by phone, 443-845-7557, or by email 
Youth@HolyCommunionFallston.org. Thank you 

1. How many days will work best for you and your fami-
ly? 4 or 5 days 

2. Is Sunday a good VBS beginning day for your family? 
Yes/No 

3. Which summer week is best for your family? 

        June  - Week of 24th 

       July  - Week of 15th 

       August Week of 12th   

Looking ahead to VBS 

Thank you all who supported our Houston Youth at their 
bake table on December 17th. Thanks to your generosity 

we raised $271! 
 

The Houston Youth will also be 
hosting a Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Dinner at HCLC, so make plans to 
attend now, Tuesday, February 13th 
at 6 pm at HCLC. 
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Hypertension 

by  Barb Huber 

Member Spotlight 
by  Jennifer Plott 

What brought you to HCLC?  
“My now husband, Justin Plott, and his family. I was raised 
Catholic, but found myself not attending as often when I was 
in college through my early 20s. Shortly after meeting Justin, 
I found out his mom, Gina Plott, was in the choir. Sadly, a 
few years after meeting Justin, I attended 2 funerals at HCLC 
(this was when Pastor John had retired and Pastor Chasity 
took over). I soon recognized the closeness and community 
this church had and started attended more often. Justin and I 
made the decision to get married Lutheran, and Pastor 
Chasity married Justin and I in November 2017..” 
 
What do you see as your gifts to serve God, God’s peo-
ple, and the church?   
“I believe my gift to serve God, 
God’s people and the church is 
my creativity. I like to make 
wreaths as a hobby, paint/color, 
scrapbook and take photographs. 
Any one of these hobbies I have 
I think would benefit the church 
for fundraisers or other events at 
the church..” 
 
Favorite ice cream flavor?   
“Turkey Hill - Chocolate Peanut 
Butter” 
 
What is something people may be surprised to know 
about you? 
“I was born at home in Glen Burnie, MD. Not on purpose, 
my dad likes to tell the story that my sister was outside on the 
swing set with her suitcase packed to go to the hospital with 
my parents. Then my dad had to tell her that they wouldn’t 
be going to the hospital because her baby sister was already 
here.” 
 
What bible verse is meaningful to you? 
“Genesis 2:18-24 and Matthew 19:4-6 - These were the two 
verses included in our wedding ceremony that Justin and I 
decided on.” 
 
How do you serve at HCLC?   
“I currently do not serve on any ministry groups at the 
church. I do attend as often as my schedule allows. However, 
in the future when I have children I do see myself helping 
with Sunday school and Vacation Bible School..“ 

One in every three Americans has hypertension.  This silent 
killer, left untreated can lead to heart attacks, heart failure, 
strokes, kidney failure, and vision problems.  Hypertension 
can occur at any age and is more common in individuals 
who are overweight, sedentary, smoke, drink, eat high fat 
and salt, and are over the age of 55. 
 
Simply high blood pressure means the pressure in the arter-
ies is increased; this pressure is recorded in the blood pres-
sure.  The systolic number (top) is the pressure when the 
heart contracts; the diastolic number (bottom) is the pres-
sure when the 
heart relaxes.  
A normal 
blood pressure 
is 120/70.   
 
Hypertension 
cannot be 
cured but can 
be controlled 
with medica-
tions and lifestyle modifications. 
Improve your blood pressure by losing weight (if over-
weight), increase your daily activity, limit alcohol consump-
tion, and eat a well-balanced diet limiting fat, cholesterol 
and salt intake.  If you are on medication, take your medi-
cation everyday as directed by your physician.  Keep a rec-
ord of your blood pressures to show your physician. 
For more information see www.heart.org the American 
Heart Association’s website. 
 
With blessings, Barb Huber RN, FCHN, CSRN 

Virtual bible study will resume after Lent!  Luther was a 
visionary in using new media that was available to him, so 
in the spirit of the reformation, let’s use this new media 

that is available to us to 
study the word of God!  
We can connect through 
“virtual meeting” spaces 
that bridge the miles that 
separate us without leav-
ing the comforts of our 
homes! 
  

Virtual Bible Study  
by Pastor Chas 
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01-01 – Lilli Rode 

01-01 – David Warren 

01-01 – Amanda Dorsey 

01-01 – Travis Tudor 

01-02 - Ron Weber 

01-05- Lauren Ziegler 

01-06 – Lillian Lane 

01-07 – Robert Reed 

01-08 – Jackson Schissler 

01-08–Christine Schneider 

01-09 - Laurie Adams 

01-09 - Debbie Haack 

01-10 - Ruth McKenny 

01-12 - Gary Gray 

01-12 – Mason Pennington 

01-12 – Lee Lefkowitz 

Our goal is to offer friendship and support to one another 
through social events.  Please join us!  Invite your friends!  
Our 2018 schedule and sign- up sheets for upcoming events 
are posted on the senior’s bulletin board in the hallway.  
Please read the Sunday bulletins and Bread and Wine for any 
changes to the schedule below.  All activities take place on 
2nd Tuesdays of the month unless otherwise noted. 

 

2018 CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday, January 9 at noon 
Basta Pasta—Rte. 152 
Tuesday, February 13 at noon 
Mamie’s Restaurant—Beard’s Hill Aberdeen 
Tuesday, March 13 at noon 
5-10 Johnny’s—Bel Air 
Tuesday, April 10 at noon 
Olive Tree—Aberdeen 
Tuesday, May 8 at noon 
Fisherman’s Catch—Forest Hill Bowling Lanes 
Tuesday, June 12 at noon 
Steel Fish Restaurant—Bel Air 
Tuesday, July 10 at noon 
Madonna Seafood—Rte. 23 
Tuesday, August 14 at noon 
Friendly Farm—Upperco 
Tuesday, September 11 at noon 
Crab Feast at church 
Tuesday, October 9 at noon 
Wargo’s Restaurant—Jarrettsville, Rte. 23 
Tuesday, November 13 at noon 
Silver Spring Mining Restaurant-Bel Air, Rte. 1 
Tuesday, December 11 at noon 
Union Hotel—Port Deposit or Manor Tavern--
Monkton 
 

We welcome new ideas as well as new members.  If 
interested contact: Nancy Campbell 410-836-7688; 
Frances Gosnell 410-893-4622; Jeanette Hastings 410-
893-7590; Pat Kellermann 410-679-4624; Ellen Priebe 
410-679-8655. 

Lovin’ Life Seniors 
by Nancy Campbell 

January Birthdays 

01-13 - Debbie Kisner 

01-13 – Carmen Thanner 

01-13 – Lillian Gregory 

01-16 – Denise Merrifield 

01-17 - Barbara Moore 

01-18 - Judy Jones 

01-20 - Matt Ebsworth 

01-21 – Kelly Kesinger 

01-23 – Stephanie Appel 

01-23 – Charlie Plott 

01-28 – Penny Sadler-Vocke 

01-29 – Nathan Reed 

01-29 – Sue Phillips 

01-30 - Tom Sullens 

01-31 - Holly Dix 

01-31 – Larry Brant, Jr. 

Jan.. 9, 1983— The first worship service was held at 
HCLC held at 9:15 a.m. 
with 137 people attending.  
What was the recessional 
hymn, you ask? “On Our 
Way Rejoicing” 

Did you know... 

Do you have a January birthday but do not see your name print-
ed here?  That means we do not have your complete infor-
mation on file.  Please contact Hailea in the church office to up-
date your information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a Men’s Group coming to HCLC in January!  
Watch for updates and more information coming in the 
next few weeks! 
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HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

Pastor —The Reverend Chasity L. Wiener 

 

Council Member—Penny Sadler-Vocke 

 

Council Member - Arlene Hildebrandt - President 

 

Council Member - Kelly Clavell - Secretary 

 

Fred Hildebrandt - Treasurer (appointed) 

 

Council Member - Bob Hood  

 

 Council Member - Marcia Mickley 

 Council Member - Ron Mickley -  Vice-President 

 

Council Member - Debbie Mueller -  

 

Council Member - Bruce Amrein  

 

Council Member  - Bertha Deck 

 

Council Member - Doug Mueller 

 



NEWS from 
 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
 

January 2018 

Bread & Wine newsletters sponsors for 2017 
                      Jul - None Needed 

Feb -  Aug -  

Mar -  Sep -  

April -  Oct -  

May - Bob & Susan Hood Nov -  

Jun -  Dec - Evelyn Schmidt 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming monthly newsletter deadlines are 

due on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 Sun, Jan 8 Sun, Jun 11 

 Sun, Feb 12 Sun, Jul 9 

 Sun, Mar 12 Sun, Aug 13 

 Sun, Apr 9 Sun, Sep 10 

 Sun, May 14 Sun, Oct 8 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 55 
621 Old Fallston Road 
Fallston, Maryland 21047-0055 
443-299-6134 
HolyCommunionLC@comcast.net 
HolyCommunionFallston.org 

“REACHING OUT  TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE” 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 

Is a growing community 

of faith that exists to provide 

the Fallston Community with 

a variety of opportunities 

for special development in: 

WORSHIP 

REACHING OUT 

LEARNING 

WITNESS 
 

Come and be part of our Christian worship! 

Sign up to receive the synod e-letter. 

Go to demdsynod.org  and follow the links to the e-letter. 

You learn about free concerts, trips, activities and job possibilities. 

Worship Services 

8:30am - Traditional Service 

10:15am -  Contemporary Service 

10:15am - Sunday School 

“REACHING OUT TO SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE!” 


